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I would like to thank the committee for inviting me to speak about something I am very passionate 
about, Agriculture Education.  My name is Doug Malone and I have been an Agriculture Education 
Instructor for the past thirty three years.  I have had the pleasure of working with administrators, 
parents, students and community members who understand the value of real world experience for our 
students. I have seen students do amazing things and am in awe of the many accomplishments the 
students have achieved in the Norris FFA.  Students will do amazing things if we just find them the 
resources, empower them and get out of their way. 
 
At Norris we do a tremendous job of teaching students in the core subjects in math, science, reading 
and social studies.  I like to think of it as a student having a toolbox full of nice shiny tools.  I get to 
show the students how to use the tools as we learn about agriculture.   
 
Agriculture drives our state and the nation.  In Nebraska it is our #1 business and provides one in three 
jobs for the state.  I think all students need to see that they can be in an agricultural occupation and will 
be counted on to help solve many of the future problems we face.  It has been estimated that in the next 
thirty eight years these students will need to figure out how to produce the same amount of food as we 
have produced since the start of time.  And oh by the way, do it with less water and land, and could you 
still keep the highest quality and cheapest food in the world.  Yes the future for agricultural jobs is 
bright for Nebraska. 
 
I have an advantage that most teachers do not.  We not only talk about and memorize facts and theories, 
I get to show the students why they learned that algebraic equation as we solve problems about least 
cost feed rations or break even pricing in farm management.  I get to take the students to the next level 
of learning in analyzing data, problem solving on our 110 acre learning lab, using and implementing 
new technology in the field and shop, net working with specialist and policy makers, seeking out help 
marketing crops,  developing leadership skills, communicating with adults and the list goes on. 
 
We also learn the value of our states most valuable resources, water and soil.  We learned firsthand this 
year what the lack of water can do to a corn crop.  We see as we pick up the trash from the side of the 
highway how some people have little respect for our water and environment. We learn about the value 
of protecting the topsoil that provides the food for the world.  We test water to ensure quality and use 
practices on our learning lab to not only make a profit but to provide safe food for the world.   
 
We also teach the students to be pillars in their community.  Whether they are collecting food for the 
local food pantry, testing water for Norris area patrons, ringing bells for the Salvation Army, having a 
float in the local parade and providing the little tuggers' tractor pull at Hickman Hay Days we teach the 
students to take pride in their state and community and give back to those who have given them so 
much.   
 
None of this would be possible without the support of the Norris schools.  We have a culture among the 
administrators, teachers, parents and most important students that strives for excellence.  We have a 
state that ensures and prides itself in a making sure that all students get a quality education and plenty 



of tools to put in their toolbox. The issue is, do we let the students tryout their tools, get them dirty, 
break a couple, lose a couple and even use some of the tools in ways they weren't supposed to be used 
or do we let them leave with nice shiny tools that will never be used. When you advise an FFA group 
that has the Motto "Learning to Do, Doing to Learn, Earning to Live and Living to Serve" you can't go 
wrong. 

Thank you for the opportunity, for letting me speak about a subject near and dear to my heart. Thank
you for being concerned about our students' education and about our State's most valuable asset. If! 
can be of assistance in the future feel free to call. 


