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As a public schools Superintendent for a district that values the integral role of agriculture in the curriculum, I commend your 
work in convening the LR 511 study. At Norris, we take great pride in the outstanding work of our teachers and the 
accomplishments of our students in the agriculture curricula. Our celebrated FFA chapter is a logical extension and outstanding 
co-curricular component of Ag Ed. The district took idle land acquired for future campus development due to our growing 
student population and we put that land to work. Through a cooperative relationship with Norris FFA alum, various local seed 
dealers and Co-Op reps, as well as interested others, we have created a viable 111 acre farm operation. These experiences of our 
students as active participants in the farm operation help ensure that Norris grads are college and career-ready. Best of all, the 
revenue gained from the operation of this fann is used only to provide scholarships and support to Norris graduates and FFA 
participants. 

How are we able to accomplish this? By proceeding from a basic understanding of the fundamental importance of agriculture in 
education. However, that understanding is not shared everywhere. Too many Nebraska students fail to recognize the centrality 
of agriculture in our state's history, its vital role in our present economic success, and its importance to our future prosperity. 
They may not even know the most basic agricultural facts: for instance, that every dollar in agriculture in our great state 
generates over $1.31 in additional economic activity for Nebraska citizens. Those residing in our many thriving metropolitan 
areas may not be aware that 93 % of the state's ground is still dedicated to agriculture. And, of most profound importance for our 
future, they may not be aware that Nebraska agriculture will play an increasingly vital role in ensuring that the world's 
burgeoning population does not face critical food shortages in the new millennium. 

Speaking from our districts vantage point, it is evident to the educators of the Norris district as well as our Board of Education 
that agriculture provides students with profoundly important opportunities to apply lessons learned elsewhere, across the 
curriculum. It is through agricultural that the more abstract lessons of economics, higher-level mathematical proofs and rigorous 
scientific formulas come to life! It is through partnering with corporate partners on our agricultural test plots for the FFA 
learning lab operation that our students learn valuable lessons in communication and cost-benefits analysis. It is through 
exposure to our greenhouse that elementary students first realize the basic botany lessons acquired from their science textbooks. 

It is our hope that the input offered through Norris educators and student leaders today assists you in gleaning key insights from 
practitioners and students who are literally 'in the field' on a daily basis. Examining best practices and putting forth program 
recommendations for agricultural education is a noble endeavor - for the betterment of our state and our students. We thank you 
for your careful consideration of this important matter. 

Sincerely, 

~~ 
Dr. John Skretta, Ed.D. 
Superintendent 
N orris School District 


