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My name is Kristyn Harms.  I would like to take this opportunity to thank you for allowing me 
to share about the agricultural education department at Norris High School south of Lincoln.  
Currently, I teach agricultural education and advise the FFA Chapter at Norris.  I directly teach 
approximately 300 students grades 7-12 in career education and agriculture annually with 100 
students being involved in the local FFA chapter.  In a growing, rural school district near an 
urban area, I’ve been given a unique opportunity to bridge the agricultural knowledge gap in the 
minds of students in elementary, middle and high school grades by using hands-on approaches 
and incorporating scientific principles at the same time.  It is my mission to help students learn 
where their food comes from and how those plants and animals grow and thrive at the same 
time in a way that’s attractive to an increasingly urban student audience.  For example:
 
1.  Norris students utilize the school greenhouse as a hands-on learning laboratory for putting 
their scientific and agricultural knowledge to use.  Students learn about plant anatomy and 
physiology by growing not only flowering plants, but also various vegetables in the school 
greenhouse.  In doing so, students calculate fertilizer requirements, identify insects by feeding 
mouthparts, identify different methods of integrated pest management, and learn about the 
effects of varying temperatures on plant maturity.  By simply growing their own food and serving 
this produce in the school lunch line, Norris agricultural education students are learning about 
the science behind growing their own food and discovering that agriculture is right at their 
fingertips in an increasingly urban environment.  Students that aren’t necessarily involved in 
production agriculture are learning about agriculture in a more appealing way to them.  
 
2.  Norris FFA members partnered with elementary school classrooms at Norris in growing their 
own healthy, organic vegetables to be served in the school lunch line.  FFA members worked 
with these  young students in preparing soil in old mineral tubs, planting radish, spinach, carrot, 
and lettuce seeds, and harvesting and cleaning produce to be eaten at school.  Just the simple 
acts of watering a tomato plant and pulling up radishes out of the soil increase the agricultural 
literacy in the minds of young people.  It’s pretty neat to see a 6-year-old point out the spinach in 
the salad bar and say, “Hey, I grew that!”
 
3.  Norris Agricultural Education students take a hands-on application approach to learning 
about science in the classroom.  Freshmen students learn about alternative energy sources, 
including biomass and wind, as part of their introductory course.  Seeing the excitement in the 
eyes of students as they ferment corn syrup and distill flammable ethanol is priceless!  Having 
a 30-ft wind turbine at school also provides a wonderful opportunity for students to learn about 
another renewable energy source.  To bring this topic to life, students create their very own 
wind turbine using a used CD or DVD and a CD player motor.  Granted, these simple turbines 
only produce millivolts of electricity, but it brings wind energy to life, all through agricultural 
education.  
 
Agriculture is science, and more specifically, it is the application of scientific principles.  I 
work daily with the science teachers at Norris to bring more scientific validity to my curriculum 
in a society and industry where accountability is a necessity.  Agricultural literacy is key to 
developing a society that makes the agricultural industry a sustainable one.



 
Again, thank you for your time today in speaking on behalf of agricultural education and 
Norris High School.  It has been an honor visiting with you today!  I’d now like to entertain any 
questions you may have.
 


