Civics Terms/Concepts To Know

The Constitution

1. Divine Right – The belief that the power to rule comes from God and is inheritable.
2. Social Contract – An agreement among a people to create a government for the purpose of protecting “inalienable rights.”
3. The Age of Enlightenment – An intellectual era, roughly corresponding with the Renaissance, in which “reasoned” explanations were sought for scientific and social phenomena.
4. Republic – A form of democracy in which citizens elect rulers to make decisions for them.
5. Declaration of Independence – established that citizens could abolish and change government, even using violence, if government was abusive, and resistant to change or reform.
6. Federalism – A system of government that divides power between a national (or federal) government and state governments.
7. Enumerated (Delegated) Power – Powers given to the federal government by the Constitution.
8. Expressed Power – A power explicitly written in the constitution.
9. Implied Power  – A power that is suggested, or indirectly stated, and derived from the necessity of Congress to fulfill Constitutional duties. Also known as elastic powers and necessary and proper powers.
10. Reserved Power – Powers given to the states only by the Constitution.
11. Concurrent Power – Powers held by both national and state governments.
12. Denied Power – A power denied to the national or state governments by the Constitution or the “silence” of the Constitution.
13. Magna Carta – Document granting limited rights to nobles by King John in exchange for their support in a war against France.  
14. Supremacy Clause – Establishes the supremacy  of  national law whenever it conflicts with a state law.
15. Popular Sovereignty – The people are sovereign – the people rule – government rules only with the consent of the governed.
16. Unalienable Rights – natural born rights. Given by no man, and thus controlled by no man.
17. Majority Rule/Minority Rights – the majority rules but must respect the rights of the minority.
Political Process

18. Naturalization – The process of establishing citizenship by foreign born.
19. Jus Soli – Natural born citizenship through birth on U.S. Soil.
20. Jus Sanguis – Natural born citizenship through birth to and American Citizen.
21. Civic Responsibility – Something that we should do as citizens.
22. Civic Duty – something that we must do as citizens.
23. Liberal – Political philosophy that advocates government regulation of economic institutions and minimal regulation of social behavior.
24. Conservative – Political philosophy that advocates government policies that protect traditional social institutions and minimal regulation of economic institutions.

25. Primary – an election held to select a parties candidates for an election.
26. Open Primary – Primary election in which voters are allowed to vote for candidates from either party.
27. Closed Primary – Primary election in which voters can only choose candidates from the party with which they are registered.
28. General Election – The election held to fill vacancies for political offices.
29. Initiative – A citizen petition that places proposed laws before voters.
30. Referendum – A citizen petition that places existing laws before voters for approval or removal.
31. Recall – A citizen petition that proposes the removal of elected officials.
32. Electoral College – A group of “electors” chosen in the general election to select the president.
33. Special Interest Group – A group formed to advocate for laws and policies that benefit their particular interests.
34. Political Action Committee – A legally formed and recognized arm of a Special Interest Group. Can lobby government officials, collect contributions, etc.
Article I – The Legislative Branch
35. Essential Function of the Legislative Branch – to make laws.
36. Apportionment – the process of determining representation in the House of Representatives for each state, every 10 years.
37.Gerrymandering – Drawing congressional district lines in and illogical manner designed to give an advantage to one party.
38. Standing Committees – permanent, subject matter committees.
39. Select Committees – temporary committees formed for a special purpose.
40. Conference Committee – A joint committee formed to iron out the difference between a Senate and House bill.
41. Rules Committee – House committee that determines when a bill will be considered and how long will be allowed for debate.
42. Filibuster – Senate tactic of holding the floor until a bill is changed or killed – talking a bill to death.
43. Cloture – a vote to limit debate in the Senate to an additional 30 hours of debate,  requiring 3/5 majority, or 60 votes. 
44. Majority Leader – the leader of the majority party, selected by both houses of Congress Places bills on the legislative calendar, makes committee appointments, etc.
45. Minority Leader – the leader of the minority party. Tries to promote the minority party’s agenda. 
46. Party Whip – the assistant to the party leader.
47. Speaker of the House – Chosen by the House membership. Promotes the majority party’s agenda, makes committee appointments, and schedules bills for debate on the House Calendar. Second in the line of presidential succession behind the Vice President.
48. President (of the Senate) – the Vice President of the United States.
49. President Pro Tempore – The senior member of the majority party in the Senate. Runs the Senate when the president (V.P .) is not present. Largely a symbolic and honorary position.
50. Veto – When the president rejects a bill. Returns it to Congress without his signature and a written explanation of his objections .
51. Pocket Veto – If the president holds the bill and Congress adjourns before 10 days pass, the bill dies without a formal veto.

52. Revenue Bills – bills passes for the purpose of raising revenue must start in the House.
53. Appropriations – spending bills.
Article II – The Executive Branch

54. Essential Function of the Executive Branch – to enforce Congressional law and Supreme Court decisions.
55. Executive Office of the President – all personal assistants and advisors make up the EOP. Hired and fired by the President.
56. Executive Departments – Federal Executive Branch Departments; state, agriculture, defense, etc.
57. Secretary of State – Head of the State Department; responsible for carrying out the president’s foreign policy.
58. Attorney General – the head of the Justice Department. The chief attorney for the United States.
59. Order of Presidential Succession – order of successors to the presidency in case of death, resignation, or incapacitation. V.P., Speaker of the House, then cabinet secretaries in the order in which the departments were created.
60. Regulatory Agencies
61. Pardons – the president’s power to officially “forgive” one their crime.
62. Commutations – the president’s power to reduce the length of a convicted person’s sentence, or the amount of a fine.
 63. Impeachment – a formal charge by Congress, made against an elected member of the Executive Branch and judges. It is only a charge that a high crime or misdemeanor has been committed. IT IS NOT REMOVAL FROM OFFICE.
Article III – The Judicial Branch

64. Essential Function of the Judicial Branch – to interpret laws and the Constitution.
65. Judicial Review – the power to say what the Constitution and federal law means.
66. Jurisdiction – the power to hear a case.
67. Original Jurisdiction – The court that has the power to hear a case first has original jurisdiction. Trial courts have original jurisdiction. The Supreme Court has original jurisdiction over cases involving more than one state, and those involving foreign nations.
68. Appellate Jurisdiction – the power to hear a case on appeal.
69. Writ – a court order.
70. Writ of Certiorari – a court order from the SC to a lower court to send the facts of the case. It is the way we know that the SC had decided to hear a case on appeal.
71. Stare Decisis – respect for precedents established by previous courts.
72. Precedent – a court ruling that serves as a standard for later court cases. Brown v. Board established the precedent that legal segregation was unconstitutional.
73. Statutory Law – law passed by law-making bodies. They create statutes.
74. Common Law – law based on custom and previous court decisions, or precedents. 
75. Constitutional Law – law based on specific Constitutional provisions.
76. Majority Opinion – a statement explaining the rationale for the decision of the justices voting with the majority.
77. Concurring Opinion – an opinion written by a justice(s) who agree with the decision of the majority, but for a different reason.
78. Dissenting Opinion – a opinion written to explain why the minority disagrees with the majority.
79. Remand – to send back (a case) to a lower court from which it was appealed, with instructions as to what further proceedings should be had.
80. Federal Judicial Districts – The U.S. is divided into 94  judicial districts.

81. Circuit Courts of Appeal – the 94 judicial districts are organized into 12 regional circuits, each of which has a United States court of appeals. A court of appeals hears appeals from the district courts located within its circuit.
State and Local Government

82. Governor- the chief executive of state government.
83. Lieutenant Governor - the state officer next in rank to a governor, who takes the governor's place in case of the latter's absence, disability, or death. The governor’s ”vice president”.
84. Treasurer – the state officer responsible for collecting and disbursing state funds.
85. Auditor of Public Accounts – the state officer responsible for making sure state programs and state funds are run and spent the way the legislature intended. The state’s quality control officer.
86. Secretary of State – the state officer responsible for maintaining state records and the state seal.
87. Attorney General – the state’s chief law enforcement officer. The state’s prosecutor, and the state’s defense attorney.
88. Judicial Nominating Commission – in Nebraska, the group, appointed by the governor, who screens applicants for judicial vacancies, and recommends two names to the governor for judicial replacements.
89. State Supreme Court – the state’s highest court. Has the final say on matters concerning state law and the state constitution.
90. State Court of Appeals – hears most appeals for the state of Nebraska.
91. State District Court – has jurisdiction over felony cases, lawsuits over $51,000, and domestic relations.
92. County Court – has jurisdiction over misdemeanors and lawsuits under $51, 000.
93. Small Claims Court – lawsuits up to $2,700 may be heard in small claims court. No attorneys are allowed.
94. Felony – a crime punishable by more than 1 year in jail.
95. Misdemeanor – a crime punishable by less than 1 year in jail.
Local Government 

96. Charter – a document, issued by a state, outlining the conditions under which a corporation or city is organized, and defining its rights and privileges.
97. Home-rule Charter – a charter allowing a city to create its own government.
98. Mayor-Council Form – a form of city government with a mayor and a council with separate executive and legislative powers.
99. Commission Form – a form of city government in which a board of commissioners, comprised of the heads of city agencies, make and administer city law.
100. Council Manager Form – a form of city government in which an elected council hires a manager to administer city law.
101. Unicameral Legislature – a one house legislative body.
The Bill of Rights – 1st and 2nd Amendment

102. Privilege – a right or benefit granted under certain conditions.
103. Right – something that is due to a person by law, tradition, or nature, and is granted without conditions. 
104. Due Process – pre-established course of action for judicial proceedings or other governmental activities designed to safeguard the legal rights of the individual. 

105. Establishment Clause – the first part of the 1st Amendment. It guarantees the right to free religious worship.
106. Free Exercise Clause – the 2nd part of the 1st Amendment. It guarantees the right to free religious practices without unreasonable government interference.
107. Prior Restraint – censorship.
108. The Lemon Test – test used to determine when a government law or action concerning religion is acceptable. It must have a secular, or non religious purpose, and its intent must be to neither help, nor hinder religion.
The Bill of Rights – Rights of the Accused

109. Petit Jury – a trial jury.
110. Warrant – a court order to search or seize a person, place, or thing.
111. Contraband – anything illegal in, and of itself.
112. Subpoena – an order to appear in court as a witness.
113. Habeas Corpus – the right to obtain writ, or court order to have government show cause (a good reason) for detaining someone.
114. Reasonable Expectation of Privacy – a logical belief that one will be free from government intrusion of their person/ possessions.
115. Double Jeopardy – the right not to be tried twice for the same offense, or to have punishment increased.
116. Exclusionary Rule – evidence illegally obtained will not be admissible at trial.
117. Eminent Domain – government power to take private property for public use with goof reason and fair compensation.
118. Mitigating Circumstance – something that makes an action seem less viscous. 
119. Aggravating Circumstance – something that makes an action seem more viscous.
120. Probable Cause – Factual evidence that would make an objective, reasonably cautious person believe that a search would reveal evidence of a crime
121. Reasonable Suspicion – evidence that would make a reasonable person believe that it is more likely than not that a search would reveal evidence of a crime.
Civil Rights

122. Segregation – the separation of people because of race or ethnicity by law or custom.
123. Desegregation – the elimination of segregation. Also known as integration. 
124. Franchise – the right to vote.
125. Poll Tax – a tax on the right to vote. Abolished with the 24th Amendment.
126. Literacy Test – Tests required to prove  literacy in order to exercise the right to vote. Abolished by the 1964 Civil Rights Act.
127. Affirmative Action  - programs designed to take positive steps to allow disadvantaged groups to catch up in jobs and education.
Economics

128. Economics – the study of how society allocates limited resources in satisfying unlimited wants.
129. Market – the exchange of goods and services between buyers and sellers.
130. Supply – the amount of a good or service producers are willing to provide at a particular price.
131. Demand – the amount of a good or service that consumers are willing to purchase at a particular price.
132. Invisible Hand – the interaction of thousands of decisions made in the self-interest of buyers and sellers that determines the supply and  price of goods and services.
133. Opportunity Cost – the cost of the “next best thing” that is not purchased because of the purchase that is made.
134. Elastic Demand – demand is said to be elastic if the demand changes significantly in relation to a change in price.
135. Inelastic Demand – demand is said to be inelastic if it does not change significantly regardless of changes in price.
136. Comparative Advantage – the ability of one nation to produce a good more efficiently than another.

137. Free Trade – trade with out barriers.
138. Trade Barrier – a law or practice designed to limit imports. Tariffs or quotas.
139. Tariff – a tax on an import.
140. Quota – a limit on the amount of a good that may be imported.
141. Gross Domestic Product – the sum of all goods and services produced within a nation in one year.
142. Poverty – an inability to obtain sufficient quantities of life’s basic needs.
143. Absolute Poverty – an inability to obtain life’s basic needs.
144. Relative Poverty – when people are barely able to obtain life’s basic need.
145. Hidden Poverty – difficulty in meeting life’s basic need. People who are at the poverty level are said to have hidden poverty.
146. Unemployment – being 16, actively looking for work, and out of work.
147. Cyclical Unemployment – caused by a downturn in the economic cycle.
148. Frictional Unemployment – caused by a decision to look for a better job or to move.
149. Seasonal Unemployment – caused by seasonal work that is not available year round.
150. Structural Unemployment – caused by some change in the nature of an economy, such as movement from an industrial economy to a service oriented economy.
151. Technological Unemployment caused by advances in technology.
152. Inflation – the general rise in prices over time.
153. The Federal Reserve Banking System – the central banking system of the United States.
154. Monetary Policy – actions by the Fed to expand or contract the money supply to control inflation.
155. Money Supply – the amount of money in circulation and available for use.
156. Reserve Requirement – the amount of money banks are required to keep on reserve for withdrawals.
157. Discount Rate – the interest rate Federal Reserve banks charge commercial banks for loans.
158. Open Market Operations – the purchase of government securities by the Federal Reserve on the open market.
159. Government – Organized decision making.
