Monthly Debate Activity
Debate Topics:

Each class will select nine topics of interest and each month we will address one of the topics.

Preliminary Preparation:

1. Proposition/debate statement will be read.

2. You will move to an area of the room that corresponds with your stance regarding the statement: strongly agree, agree, disagree, strongly disagree.

3. Each group will develop a position statement.  

4. Each group will present their position to the class.

Research:

1. You will research the topic.  The majority of this will be done outside the classroom so plan accordingly.  Be aware of the sources you use, make sure they are credible and legit!  If you have any questions concerning this, talk to Mr. Koenig or Mr. Jensen.
2. You will have to develop a 2 page typed, double-spaced paper that includes: the position you support arguments, the opposing viewpoint arguments, and your final reflection/opinion.  This will be collected on the day of the debate.  Also include a Works Cited page!  Visit http://library.duke.edu/research/citing/workscited/index.html for assistance and use APA or MLA styles.  Feel free to ask for help if needed.
3. You will need to have a minimum of 2 questions prepared for the opposing sides.  These will be handed in!
4. Time to debate will occur in class where you will join with other students who share similar positions.  The debate will consist of the two sides cross-examining each other. Remember, this is will be done in a safe environment that is respectful to all individuals!   
Class Debate Scoring Guide
35 Points Total
10 Points – Sources: You should find and include a minimum of 2 sources, one on each side of

       the topic. Sources should be of scholarly quality and the author should have some  

      “authority”. Follow the guidelines in the source evaluation handout. 

15 Points – Paper: Position statement is clear. Both sides are explained. Sources are referred to. 

                   Paper is well organized and well written. Two questions for the opposing sided are

       included at the end of the paper. Works cited page is included.

10 Points – Debate: Participation is expected. Comments are well thought out, thoughtful and 

                   respectful. You are focused and attentive. I will deduct points here for activity that 

                   detracts from your participation or the participation of others.
