Name________________________________________                      6th Grade Reading
Project Ideas for Book Shares
Book Shares

What is a book share?  What can a student do for a book share?  How many book shares will I have to do this year?  When will I present my book share?  These are commonly asked questions in 6th grade reading….  A book share is a presentation of a book project (see the list of “Ideas, Ideas, Ideas…”) that each student will be required to do per quarter.  Next week, I will have a sign up sheet available for you to sign up for a time to present your book share. (Your book share needs to be completed and presented before Oct. 13th -end of 1st quarter)  Please discuss the variety of project ideas below with an adult and choose one you feel you could complete at home.  Keep in mind your strengths (artist, actor, computer expert??) and then make sure you have the needed materials for the project you choose.

   I am planning on doing Project #_______ for my book share 1st quarter.

______________________________   ______________________________

               student’s name)                                   (parent signature)

Ideas,ideas,ideas…
1. Create something that helps you and others understand and relate to the book.  It can be a collage, puppet, sculpture, painting, poster, mobile, model, video, dance, piece of music, costume, etc.  Write at least one page explaining how this project relates to the book.

2. We may like reading even more if you give us food to read by.  Bake, buy or get someone else to bake or buy some food to distribute to the entire class.  Make your treat relate to your book in some way.  It may be food from the area your book is set in, or a character’s favorite food, or food mentioned in the book.  Write an explanation (at least ¾ pages) about why you chose this particular food.
3. Let a book spark a memory from your own life and tell that story.  This type of story is called a personal narrative.  Write personally and naturally and tell the truth.  You may tell about when you were strong, courageous, fun smart, careful, thoughtful, caring, sensitive, trustworthy, etc.  Fill the front of one page with your story.  Also include an explanation about how your memory relates to the book.

4. Write a poem that helps you reflect on what you are reading.  Make your poem at least 10 lines long.  On a separate piece of paper, attached to your poem, respond to one of these, by writing a paragraph:
· I had my hardest time with this piece when…

· I got the idea for this poem from…

· When someone reads this poem, I hope they feel…

Begin your share by reading a brief summary of the book which includes highlights of the events and character descriptions.
5. Collect five of the very best passages, phrases, or sentences from the book.  Note each page number.  Comment on each one and tell what you think is special about each quote you chose in relation to the book or your feelings or experiences.

6. Add to our reading enjoyment by designing and sewing a large pillow to lie on the ground or prop against a wall to make reading more comfortable.  Write an explanation about each element of your design and why you used it.  Your finished product must be machine washable.

7.  Choose one of the follow:

a.) Continue the story after the ending.

b.) Write the scenes that may have happened before the book opens.

c.) Change the ending to make it happy or sad or whatever it isn’t.

Write an explanation (minimum ½ pages) about why you chose to write what you did.  Be sure to include a brief description of the book you read to help us understand and make us a better audience.

8. Use your imagination to design and make a fantastic, weird, wonderful, gorgeous, unique book cover for one of your chapter books.  You will need to include:
1) an intriguing summary of the book for the back cover

2) the title and author’s name on the spine of the book

3) a description of the main character(s) on the front, inside flap of the cover

4) your reason why someone should read the book on inside back flap

9. Buy a copy of a favorite book to give to someone – friend, enemy, sibling, parent, teacher, neighbor or anyone you think would enjoy the book.  Gift wrap the book and include a card with the book explaining why you want the person to have this particular book.  This may require a sacrifice on your part.  You may have to go without dessert at lunch or wait to buy something for yourself you have been wanting.  Remember a book can be a beautiful gift.  Write an explanation of why you like this particular book enough to give as a gift.  Include information about your favorite character and some of the most interesting events.
10. Create a commercial for the book you read.  Get lots of students excited about reading the book.  Sell us on what a tremendous book it is.  Use some of your favorite TV commercials for inspiration.  To make it effective dress up, change your voice, or use props.  You have to do something besides stand in front of class and just tell about the book.

11. Write a letter to the author.  Let the author know specifically why you enjoyed the book or which part you most enjoyed, or how the book may have changed your attitude about something.  You also need to write a reason why you chose this particular author to write to – this is your opportunity to sell us on the book by highlighting the best parts.
12. Research a topic that your reading sparked an interest in.  Include a bibliography – names of books or internet sites where you found your information.  Minimum length is 1 ½ pages and two sources for your information.  Share enough about your book to interest us in reading it and show why you picked your topic to research.

13. Write a script for a puppet show and perform it.  Your puppet show can be just your favorite part of the book or brief scenes from several parts of the book.  Create a show to thrill and delight us and sell us on the book.

14. Pretend you are the book’s main character. It may be more convincing if you dress up to look like the character.  Tell about yourself and the other characters in the book.  Explain your relationship to the other characters and how you feel about them.  Try to build suspense as you describe the plot or some of the action, but do not give away the ending.  Finally, tell why you think your book should be read by others.
15. Create an A-B-C poster or notebook.  Use each letter of the alphabet to describe, define or explain an event, item, feeling or character from your book.  Make this more than a list.  Include descriptions, illustrations and explanations.  Capture our attention by making it bright, colorful, and interesting.

16. Make a ‘reading cube’.  See Mrs. Baehr to find out how to make it.  On one side of the cube put the title and author’s name.  On the other 5 sides of the cube tell about and illustrate some of the following:

characters     plot
     setting     
problem/solution

why someone would want to read it

17. Create a pop-up book.  (Mrs. Baehr has a set of instructions.)  The cover 

must include the book’s title and author.  You need to design and create at least five other pages, which may include:

· Summary of the book
· Main character telling about self

· Other characters telling about themselves

· Your favorite part of the book

· Setting of the book

· Problem faced by the protagonist and how it is solved

· Conclusion- use this page to sell others on reading this book

· OR your own original ideas for pop-up pages
18. Report of a specific author.   Obviously, it needs to be an author whose book    
you enjoy.  Display your information on a tri-fold display board.

      INCLUDE:

· Biography of the author

· List of books the author has written

· Any awards the author has won

· Description of what you enjoy most about this author’s books

· Illustration of a favorite event from one of the author’s books

· Any other fascinating information you discover
*Be creative and make your display attractive and interesting.  This book share can only be done if you have access to internet at home.

     19. Create a scrapbook as if it were put together by the main character of 

       your book.  The cover should include the title of the book, author and an 

illustration that is a reflection of the main character.  (more directions on the next page)  Also include:

A. Three journal entries from the main character’s point of view

B. Five pictures with captions.  These can be drawn, cut from magazines or generated on a computer.

1. main character in a scene from the book

2. the setting of the story

3. other characters from the book

4. pictures which tell about the book’s plot

5. one picture of your choice

C. Souvenirs and momentous- draw, create, collect or find four items the main character would have put in a scrapbook.  These objects should reflect events in the story.

20.  If you are an avid reader this project is for you.  Read a book AND its sequel.  Explain what captured your attention in the first book to make you want to read more about the same characters.  Compare the two books by using some of the ideas or ideas of your own:

· How the protagonist has changed from one book to the next

· Different situations or problems faced by the character

· How the sequel compares in interest level to the first book

· Which book did you prefer and why

· Ideas for a story line the author could use for yet another book

21. Maybe the book you read took you on a journey.  This could be a realistic                   journey or a fantasy journey.  Start by considering the places mentioned in the story and the character’s actions.  Draw a map that illustrates and summarizes the book.  The map should include symbols and pictures related to the story, plus labels for places and objects along the route.  Make your map large enough so it can be easily seen by everyone in class.  Write a brief description of each location on your map and tell why it is significant in the book.

22. Write a short story inspired by your reading:
· you could put several characters together from different books

· put characters from one book into the setting of another book 

· write the story a character from the book may write, if they could

                *Write an author’s note telling what book you got your ideas from.

23. Describe how the book influenced you to seek a better relationship with someone by responding to a least 3:

· Write about what the book said that made you want to improve a relationship, tell who the relationship is with.

· Write about characters that know how to have healthy relationships.  Describe what they do and say that builds good relationships.

· Notice and write about behaviors or situations that are negative and hurtful to relationships.
· Create a written plan for how you intend to improve a relationship.

24. Sometimes a story can be a positive force in your life and a voyage of
discovery.  Describe in at least one page:

· Your troubles compared to a character’s trouble

· How a character’s courage and strength inspired you to accomplish something difficult.

· How a character’s strength’s remind you of some of your own strengths.

·  A character’s personality, focusing on qualities you admire or feel inspired by.

· How a character inspired you to make a right choice and the impact this had on your life.

25. Compare two books you have read by doing one of these:
· Compare or contrast two characters.

· Put characters from two books together in a scene you make up.

· Explain why you are attracted to or like a character from one book while you dislike a character from another book.

· Write an imaginary conversation between characters from two different books.

26.  Create a POWER POINT slide show using the directions for the reading             
 
cube.   (#16)

27.   Book In A Bag Project – Illustrate a scene or character from your book 

and glue it to the front of a grocery bag.  Fill the bag with all kinds of items related to the book.  You may want to consider items that represent a feeling or emotion the book caused you to experience.  You will need a minimum of eight items.  As you introduce each item explain its significance in the book.  Also, write a short summary about the book and a listing of each item and why you included it. Be careful to select items which will kindle an interest in the book.  

28.   Create a filmstrip of your book.  Begin by designing a black and white 

version of the filmstrip on the worksheet provided my Mrs. Baehr.  This step is best done by drawing your filmstrip using pencil first and then tracing over the drawing and lettering with a fine tip black marker.  The first square must include the title and author of the book.  Tell about the book by illustrating each square of your filmstrip with a significant event or character.  NOW, Mrs. Baehr will copy your filmstrip onto overhead transparencies. Use markers to color in your filmstrip.  Write a brief explanation to share about each of your filmstrip squares.  Finally, conclude by writing why you enjoyed the book and would recommend it to others.

29.   Rehearse and perform a part of your book to present to the class.  Plan 

costumes and props.  This can be done alone or with other people.  Before your performance briefly describe, in writing, the book and explain why you chose this part to act out.

30.   Come up with your own creative, imaginative way to share a book.  First, 

you must approve your idea with Mrs. Baehr.  
