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From the Superintendent's Desk… Dr. John Skretta 

It has been a great start to the fall 
semester, with a lot of excitement 
around the opening of Norris Interme-
diate School and expansions to the 
High School west and fitness center 
renovation project. 
 

The importance of taking the 
tough stuff: 
Norris ACT results once again bear 
out the fact that students who take the 
most rigorous, demanding sequence 
of courses are those who are best 
prepared for the challenges of post 
secondary education. Our students 
who take four solid years of grade 
level science, including bio, chem and 
physics perform significantly higher 
than those who take any other course 
grouping, especially those who halt 
after 3 years or less. Parents, this 
data should be ammunition in your 
arsenal to keep fighting the good fight 
with your kids to encourage, per-
suade, and push them as necessary 
to take the toughest classes they can. 
 

Point of pride:  
Norris group results for last spring's 
seniors on this key college entrance 
exam have once again exceeded 
state and national averages in all ar-
eas tested. 
 

The connection between health 
and achievement: 
This summer we kicked off the Titans 
Facilities Fund in order to promote 
opportunities for the future activities 
complex development of our campus. 
The fitness center renovation has 
been partially funded by in-kind contri-
butions as well as cash gifts to defray 
equipment costs. The Norris Athletic 
Boosters got things underway with a 
lead gift for equipment for the new 
center. Matt and Staci Bornschlegl of 
Proformance Physical Therapy saw 
the need and recently made a sub-
stantial donation to help stock this 
area. They know that this develop-
ment project isn't just about athlet-
ics.  It's about health and injury pre-
vention. The fitness center is first and 
foremost a classroom space. The big-
ger picture of the Titans facilities fund 

award winners include local legends 
from Andy Reetz to Lloyd Otto and 
Rick Braun.  This year's winners 
promise to follow in the tradition of 
Titan greatness.   
 

Previous guest speakers have in-
cluded Husker Emeritus Sports Infor-
mation Director Don Bryant, and for-
mer national champion Husker Aaron 
Davis or the always-entertaining radio 
personality and Husker legend Jason 
Peter.  Who will be the speaker this 
year? Get your tickets and prepare to 
be wowed. 
 

THE NORRIS FOUNDATION offers a 
powerful means of giving back to Nor-
ris and directly assisting  students to 
help us achieve our mission of every 
learner thriving. The Norris Founda-
tion is the charitable giving entity 
whose mission and purpose is to sup-
port the students, programs, and ini-
tiatives of the  Norris District through 
giving. The Foundation has been 
around for over a quarter of a century 
and, in that time, has impacted the 
lives of  thousands of students 
through funding innovative classroom 
projects taught by Norris’ outstanding 
teachers, and has also provided hun-
dreds of thousands of dollars in sup-
port to students for post-secondary 
scholarships, annually awarded by 
the Foundation and partner district 
programs. There are lots of means of 
giving back to the Norris District to 
provide the margin of excellence 
which helps us achieve our  mission. 
Thank you for considering the Norris 
Foundation in your charitable giving 
and thank you for helping to sustain 
the excellence that  Norris has ac-
complished through the kindness of 
patrons and parents like you. 
 

To reserve your tickets for the annual 
Norris Foundation banquet or to learn 
more about giving to the Foundation: 
Contact President Dave Lueders at 
dlueders@bisoninc.com, Foundation 
Secretary Sherry Steele at steele-
business@windstream.net or Super-
intendent Dr. John Skretta at 402-791
-0000. 

is it promotes student health and 
wellness by supporting healthy hab-
its for a lifetime. See titansfacilities-
fund.com for more information. 
 

Budget adoption 2013–14: 
The Norris Board of Education 
adopted and improve the 2013–14 
school budget at its September 
meetings. Key points regarding the 
state of school finance for the Ti-
tans: 
1. The district has actually slightly 
reduced the overall levy, and we 
remain at a 1.18-and change again 
this year. Patrons experiencing a tax 
increase are experiencing this due 
to property valuation spikes, not due 
to increased tax rates from Norris. 
2. We were unable to reduce the 
levy further, despite substantial 
valuation increases, because we 
took a $924,000 cut in state-aid this 
year. 
3. The district sets property taxes 
within statutory limits but does not 
determine property values: the latter 
are determined by county asses-
sors. 
4. Our district remains one of the 
most efficiently operating based on 
per-pupil costs compiled by annual 
financial reports by the state. We 
need to continue to build reserves to 
withstand projected additional de-
clines in state-aid. 
 

Get your tickets now for Annual 
Norris Foundation Banquet Hon-
oring Norris Excellence! 
The annual Norris Foundation Ban-
quet will be held Friday, November 
22nd at the Yankee Hill Country 
Club.  Social hour is at 5:30 PM and 
dinner and awards follow shortly 
after.  Tickets are now available for 
purchase.  The annual banquet pro-
gram includes a keynote speech 
from a special guest speaker and 
the recognition of award winners 
who are local constituents who have 
made a profound impact on the Nor-
ris District or exemplified Titan ex-
cellence through their contributions 
to the district and society.  Previous 

http://titansfacilitiesfund.com/
http://titansfacilitiesfund.com/
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From The Assistant Superintendent ... Brian Maschmann 

It’s an exciting time to be a Titan! The 2013-14 school year is in full swing. The new Intermediate building and addition 
onto the High School have really helped with the growth of the district. The Norris enrollment is over 2,100 students and 
continues to grow. 
 

Dr. Skretta and I were a little nervous with all the changes the campus had last year. The reconfiguration of the bus and 
parent pick up/drop off being our biggest concern. I trusted that Gaylen Devries, Transportation Director, and our build-
ing principals had it under control. The communication throughout the summer regarding the changes in the traffic pat-
tern minimized any problems that could have happened the first few weeks of school.  
 

The Fitness room expansion is now complete and the 4,500 sq ft area is ready for fitness equipment and students. This is 
a very nice area for all of our students to utilize throughout the year. The completion of the fitness area marks a start to 
more personal fitness and wellness classes offered in the high school and creates a more inviting place for our student 
athletes to train. 
 

The start of the school years also brings us to a new budget year. The school budget is set for the 2013-2014 school year. 
The School Board voted on the General Fund Levy to be 1.03, the Building Levy at 0.017, the Qualified Capital Purpose 
Undertaking at 0.036 and the Bond funds at 0.10. On August 20th, the Norris School District received our valuation for 
the 2013-14 school year. The district's valuation increased 12% in valuation compared to 10% last year. Norris’s total 
levy will continue to be 1.18 for the 2013-14 school year. We still maintain a low levy compared too many districts 
around our area. The increase of valuation for our district created enough revenue to offset the loss in State Aid. This 
year our State Aid was reduced by $920,000 from last year and it seems it will be reduced again next year. We will con-
tinue to manage and monitor the districts resources and offer the best education to our students. 
 

We will also close out the 2012-13 school year budget with the yearly audit. This audit is conducted by Dana Cole and 
Company from Lincoln. Annually the district has an audit conducted, which is a requirement by the Nebraska Depart-
ment of Education. The audit will be reviewed, discussed and approved during the November board meeting. 
 

Please feel free to stop into the administrative office or contact Dr. Skretta or myself with any questions, comments or 
concerns. 

Student Council is off to a great 
start!  There is always a lot to do in the 
fall. We meet each week and plan, talk 
about things that we are doing, ideas we 
have, and ways we can better reach the 
student body.   
 

Our biggest event to date was Home-
coming, which was a success again this 
year! Hours of time have been put in by 
all of the members on council to make 
sure it was a Homecoming to remem-
ber.  The Senior class won this year, 
winning the coveted Overall Winner of 
Homecoming.   
 

Norris HS Homecoming Court 
Freshmen 

Marcus Thimm, Anna Barent, Garrison 
Gustin, Iyleigh Boden, Brody Zabel, and 

Sydney Wilkinson   
 

Sophomores 
Will Booton, Erin DeBoer, Ben Harms, 

Emma Lee, Anwar Ramsay, and  
Aaliyah Wells   

 

Juniors 
Kevin DeJonge, Melissa Trapp, Devan 
Hovis, Maddie Gloem Taylor Moatesm 

Cassie Pomajzl, Jack Rucobaclark, 
Payton Ruhl, and Michelle Delgado 

 

Seniors 
CJ Adamson, Ashley Anderson, Dalton 

face”.  Norris staff members Kent 
Oltman, Justin McGill and Tom Allen 
received a pie in the face.  The money 
raised goes to the local Norris Backpack 
program.  Lunch was provided to all the 
high school students at the football field. 
We would like to thank the following busi-
nesses and Norris patrons for their con-
tributions to our successful day:  Target 
Stores, Andy & Leslie Reetz and Back-
yard Burger. 
 

Apart from planning homecoming, we 
welcomed a number of new students to 
Norris this fall, we stock the milk machine 
each day, plan fundraisers for various 
events and organization, most recently 
helping give to the Norris Backpack pro-
gram, plan student involvement activities, 
and anything else which comes 
up!  Currently our council is made up of 
nine seniors, and 7 juniors and sopho-
mores.  We will be electing the freshman 
class representatives very soon. 
 

We are all looking forward to our State 
Convention, which will take place in Oc-
tober at Millard South High School.  In 
all, it has been a great start to the year, 
and we are excited to see what the rest 
of the year will bring! 
 

~Submitted by Jacob Lambert, Norris 
Senior and District StuCo Vice President. 

Dwinell, Jessie Dubas, AJ Flodman, 
Mary Ganow, Josh Gutzmerm, and  

Jordan Patt 
 

The 2013 Norris Homecoming Royalty 
Court Selected: 

 

Freshmen Ben Amen & Maddie 
Koehler 

Sophomores Ian Kernes & Sam Ley-
den 

Juniors Attendants Kyle Flodman & 
Carlee Koehler 

Seniors Attendants Brandon Deunk & 
Makayla Doolittle 

 

2013 Norris High 
School King and 
Queen are Jacob 

Lambert and 
Mackenzie Allen 

 

During Homecoming week at Norris 
High School, we celebrated with cos-
tumes and colors, zombies and a few 
canes and walkers.  Our hallways were 
decorated as  Titans Across the 
USA!  We had our annual  lip sync con-
test and enjoyed an appearance from 
former University of Nebraska Corn-
huskers wide receiver Tim Marlowe. 
 

We ended our school day with an out-
door pep rally, some games and a little 
f r iendly game of “pie in the 
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“Family and Friends of Norris Student Musicians….with a passion to support and encour-
age the Instrumental and Vocal Music Departments at Norris High School” 
 

Join in the fun……. Music Booster Tailgate Party Friday, October 4, 2013 from 5:30-7:30 PM be-
fore the Nebraska City Home Football Game. We Welcome Your Support!!! 
 

Join in the Action…….get involved, support our student musicians! NO DUES to join! All are wel-
come at our monthly meetings…see our website for details. If you wish to get on our email list…
just send us an email! 
 

Become a ”Noteworthy Patron”….if you’d simply like to financially support our venture, see our 
website or send us an email for details on how to make your donation. Thanks for your support! 
 

Stay Connected With the Norris Music Boosters….. 

   www.norrismusicboosters.wordpress.com 

  norrismusicboosters 

  @NorMusBooster 

  norrismusicboosters@gmail.com 

Author Visit 
October 10 & 11, 2013 

~Henry Cole~ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Norris Elementary &  
Intermediate School 

Author Visit 
 

Author and Illustrator  
Henry Cole will visit Norris on 

Thursday, October 10 and  
Friday October 11, 2013. 

 

You can find more information 
about Mr. Cole and his books at 

http://www.henrycole.net 

 

http://www.henrycole.net/
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Fall Sports 2013 Participation Numbers: 

Volleyball (grades 9-12) = 27 

Softball (grades 9-12) = 28 

Cross Country (grades 9-12, boys & girls) = 48 

Girl’s Golf (grades 9-12) = 7 

Football (grades 9-12) = 108 
 

A total of 218 athletes are taking part in the  

Norris Fall Sport’s Athletic Program. 

From The Athletic Director ... Greg Hardin 

 

WINTER SPORTS ATHLETES: 
 

All students who intend to participate in Basketball, 
Wrestling, or Swimming must have on file in the HS Of-
fice a current physical examination form (dated after May 
1, 2013), a parent consent form, insurance information, 
student yearly update form, a concussion awareness form 
and pay the $50 activity fee before they will be allowed to 
participate in practice, which begins on November 18th. 

Important Upcoming Events and Dates: 

EMC Girl’s Golf Tournament – October 1st 

at Blair (Riverwild Golf Course) 

EMC Softball Tournament – October 1st and October 3  

at highest seeded sites  

EMC VB Tournament – October 7th, 8th, and 10th at highest seeded sites 

EMC Cross Country Meet – October 10th at Bennington 
 

District Girl’s Golf Tournament – October 7th at Beatrice Country Club 

District Softball Tournament – October 10th & 11th at Auburn Softball Complex  

District Cross Country Meet – October 17th at Concordia College in Seward 

Sub-District Volleyball Tournament - November 5th at highest seeded site 

District VB Championship – November 9th at highest seeded site 
 

State Girl’s Golf Tournament - October 14th & 15th at Lincoln Holmes Lake Golf Course 

State Softball Tournament - October 16th, 17th, and 18th at Hastings 

State Cross Country Meet - October 25th at Kearney Country Club 

State VB Tournament - November 14th, 15th, and 16th at Grand Island 

State Football Playoffs - November 1st (first round), November 8th (quarter-finals), November 15th (semi-finals), and 

November 25th (Championship Game)  

    Boys Basketball GRADES 9-12 
All boys in grades 9-12 interested in trying out for this year’s basketball teams need to re-
member to do a few things. If you are not out for a fall sport you need to have ALL of the 
following items completed BEFORE the first practice:  1) Current physical,  2) Athletic 
Fee,  3) Student Yearly Update Form,  4) NSAA Parent Consent Form, 5) Concussion In-
formation form. All forms are on the Norris website under RESOURCES and SCHOOL 
FORMS.  
 

First day of winter practice: November 18th, 2013 

Mandatory parent meeting: Saturday, November 23 @ 11AM in the MS Competition Gym 

 

NORRIS GIRLS BASKETBALL 
Parent Meeting: 11/16/13 

 

There will be a Girls’ Basketball Parent meeting on Saturday, November 16th @ 9 AM in the HS Media Center.   
This is for all parents of girls in grades 9-12 who plan to participate in basketball this year. 
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From The High School Guidance Office. . . Kristi Moser & Becky O’Connor 

  

From The HS Principal...Ryan Ruhl and Asst. HS Principal...Charlie Hutzler 

Upcoming Dates from the Guidance Office... 
October 16... PSAT for Sophomore/Juniors who registered 8:30-11:30 a.m. 
October 20... College Fair at SCC from 1-3 p.m. 
October 26... ACT test (registration deadline Sept 21st) 
November 6... PLAN test for ALL Sophomores 8:30-11:30 a.m. 
November 12*... ASVAB test (military entrance exam) 12:30-3:30 p.m. (see Mrs. Moser to register) 
November 13...Junior Campus Visit Day (for ALL Juniors) 
**December 14...ACT test (Recommended last test date for any Seniors taking ACT this year) 
 

Campus Visit Day for Juniors~ Norris is sponsoring a College Visit Day on WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 13 to give all 
juniors the chance to begin exploring campuses in and around Lincoln. Transportation will be provided. 
 

Need to request a transcript? NEW this year...All transcript requests are now done online for current or past students. 
 

Check out the Guidance Webpage at https://sites.google.com/a/nsdtitans.org/norris-guidance-office/ for important 
links, forms, and resources. 
 

Scholarship Resources for Seniors~ School to Career assignments from last year (come to CC for a copy of them if they 
are misplaced!), the Guidance Webpage, and be sure to check out the rolling Google calendar, which now includes Scholar-
ship deadlines! 
 

Did you miss the Junior parent meeting on September 26th? Go to the guidance webpage for a copy of the presentation. 

Email: Every high school student has his/her own school email account through Google Apps for Education. This email 
incorporates their last name (first three initials), graduation year and (M-Male or F-female) for the @nsdtitans.org ac-
count at school. To stay informed about school and class events, it is an expectation for students to check their email 
daily. School administration and teachers utilize this email for communications to students, so please check in with your 
student regarding their daily email access. Thanks for your partnership at home with this important communication chan-
nel! 
 

Social Media being used: 
Through Google applications, many of our teachers are using Google+ Communities to communicate with the stu-
dents.  This is easy to access: Students can go directly to Google+ or when they are in their school email--just click on 
their name in the upper left hand corner (example: John+). 
 

Website: 
Norris website www.norris160.org is a great resource to stay informed with teachers, events, updates, announcements 
and social media being used.   We would like everyone to sign up for alerts, check PowerSchool for your student’s 
grades and read the current events taking place at Norris. 

 

WE R NORRIS!  (TITAN SPIRIT) 
Expectations for All Norris Fans: 

1. Cheer Positively for Norris!! Go Titans! 
2. Avoid being negative or directing negativity to our opponent or officials.   

(It is okay to disagree, but not to embarrass yourself, the opponent or officials). 
3. Have Fun Spreading the Positive Spirit of Norris. 

 

Great Opportunities to show Norris Sportsmanship: 
1. Tell an opponent “Good Luck" before the game whether it be an athlete or a fan. 

2. Tell an opponent “Nice Game” whether or not we won or lost. 
3. Clap three times when each opponent and coach is introduced. 

 

            MOST IMPORTANT ROLE OF A TITAN FAN: 
                                    ***PLACE YOUR HAND ON YOUR HEART AND STAND AT ATTENTION  
                                                                 DURING THE NATIONAL ANTHEM***   
               (Please show respect to the colors and all who have provided us this great Freedom). 
                           Be Proud to be a Titan and represent the school and Community in a positive way  
                                                  by modeling it when and wherever you don the Titan Gear. 

 

WE R NORRIS!!! 

https://sites.google.com/a/nsdtitans.org/norris-guidance-office/
http://www.norris160.org
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         Middle School Talent Shows Have Been Set!    
The 5th and 6th grade Talent Show has been set for Monday, November 25th at 
7:00 PM in the HS auditorium.  A variety of acts are needed to make a good 
show!  Tryouts will be the couple of weeks before the show.   
 

Contact Mr. Price (tom.price@nsdtitans.org) for more information.   
 

NOTE: The 7th and 8th grade Talent Show will be in March of 2014. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

NORRIS GIRLS’ BASKETBALL 

YOUTH LEAGUE 

Girls’ Basketball Youth League will be 

offered for girls currently in grades K-5.  

The focus of the youth league will be to 

teach the basic fundamentals of the game 

with some time set aside for contests and 

games.  The varsity coaching staff, along 

with current high school girls’ basketball 

players will be coaching during each 

session.   
 

The registration fee is $30 and includes a 

T-Shirt. Registration forms will be sent 

home via Thursday folders in December 

or you may contact Coach Hagerman at 

791-0020. 
 

Time Schedule:  

Grades K–5 (10:00–11:30) 

Youth League Dates:  

January 11th, January 25th, and  

February 1st and 8th. 

MINI CLINIC: DEC 2nd-6th 
 

The Norris Colorguard Mini Clinic will 
be held  December 2nd-6th in the 

HS South gym.   
 

Clinic sessions will be held from  
7:30-8:20 AM each morning with a 
performance at the JV basketball 
game Saturday, December 7th.   

 

Registration forms will be available in 
November, see Mrs. Andre in the 

Middle School.  
 

2013-2014  

Kindergarten  
Registration 

For your convenience, families of 
incoming Kindergarten students 
for the 2013-2014 school year, 
may now register their child at the 
registration website:  

www.norris160.org/registration 

 

Norris TeamMates program thanks the 40 mentors we have 
and the mentees that are waiting to be matched.   

Help us reach our goal of 60 matches. 
 

To learn more contact Mary Ann Franken at 402-791-0040 or 
on the web http://teammates.org/ 

NORRIS MIDDLE SCHOOL  
BOOKFAIR 

 

When: November 11th-15th  
Hours:  Monday-Friday  

8:00 AM to 4:00 PM 
 

Volunteers are needed, please 
email Mrs. Andre to sign up! 
jessie.andre@nsdtitans.org 

 

 

CHEERLEADING CLINIC 
 

The NHS Cheerleaders are 
hosting the annual  

Norris School Cheerleading 
Clinic (Grades K-7) on  
Friday, January 24th  

after school.   
 

There will be a performance 
at half time of the girls varsity 

basketball game.   
 

Please watch for details in 
Thursday folders.  

 

Registrations will be due 
Tuesday, December 20th. 

http://www.norris160.org/kdg
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BLOOD DRIVE  
INFORMATION 

Thank you to all who 
donated at the NCBB 

August 29th  
Blood Drive! 

Mark you calendars 
for the next drive... 
Upcoming dates:  

Monday, November 4th 10:30-4 PM 
Wednesday, February 19th  

10:30-4 PM 
Tuesday, April 22--10:30-4 p.m. 

Contact Becky O’Connor at  
402-791-0010 or by email at 

becky.oconnor@nsdtitans.org to 
schedule an appointment.  

Photo ID required. 
#ISAVELIVES… 

Let’s Get Blood Donation Trending! 

Norris Association of  
Educators is proud to be part 

of 50 year of Norris Education! 
 

 

Reminder from the health office:  Students with a fever or 
complaints of nausea and/or vomiting will not be sent home 
on the bus at the end of the school day.  The parent/guardian 
will be contacted to make alternate transportation arrange-
ments.  Having an ill child in close proximity to other students 
increases the risk of spreading the illness to others.  In addi-
tion, subjecting a child who does not feel well to a long bus 
ride home may create additional safety concerns for the ill 
child as well as the driver and other students on board.  

PLEASE DONATE! 
Norris Middle School FCS department is 
seeking donations of fabric that could be 
used to make pillowcases.  Please donate felt 
for craft projects and fabric for pillowcases 
by calling the Norris Middle School or 
bringing it to the MS. 

  

YOUR DONTAION IS GREATLY  
APPRECIATED! 

NORRIS ADMINISTRATORS 

Dr. John Skretta, Superintendent         791-0000 

Brian Maschmann, Assistant Superintendent  791-0000 

Ryan Ruhl, High School Principal    791-0010 

Charlie Hutzler, HS Asst. Principal     791-0010 

Greg Hardin, Athletic Director              791-0010 

Mary Jo Rupert,  Middle School Principal         791-0020 

Matt Rice, Assistant MS Principal                          791-0020 

Dr. Robert Brandt, Intermediate Principal        791-0040 

Dr. Brenda Tracy, ES Principal/Sp. Ed           791-0030 

¿Español? It’s true! New to Kindergarten through Fifth grade, students 
are now taught Spanish lessons each week. Dedicated and committed to 
ensuring students a variety of educational experiences, Norris has imple-
mented a program in which K-2 grades receive a half an hour of Spanish 
every 4 days.  Students in the intermediate school receive half an hour 
every three days. By introducing Spanish and Spanish-related cultures 
earlier, students gain a variety of advantages for living and working in a 
multicultural society where  
 

Spanish (believe it or not!) is the fastest growing language.  What is more, 
learning another language increases critical thinking skills and cognitive 
development. So will your child be fluent by the end of the year?  Not yet! 
As with any new language, receptive language (the ability to understand 
a language) comes first.   Then, as they progress through the years, they 
will eventually be able to build upon their understanding and develop 
their conversational abilities  And no matter what, they will have a better 
understanding of the world around them, as well as a deeper understand-
ing of themselves! 

 

The fall musical has MOVED this year...Join us for a great show! 
 
 

 

Tuesday, November 12 at 7 pm 
Thursday, November 14 at 7 pm 
Saturday, November 16 at 7 pm 
Sunday, November 17 at 2 pm 

 

Tickets go on sale  
Monday, October 21st 

Adults-$8, Students $6, and  
Preschool $4 

mailto:becky.oconnor@nstitans.org
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From The Middle School Principal . . . Mary Jo Rupert 

NMS Staff Joins Dr. Swearer in Promoting Anti-Bullying Initiative 
Dr. Susan Swearer, Professor of School Psychology at UN-L, and Co-Director of the Bullying Research Network, has offered 

her research and experience to the students and staff at NMS. Dr. Swearer has assigned graduate assistant, Heather Swartz, to 

work directly with us to develop strategies and programs addressing specific concerns with bullying at NMS. 
 

Our Anti-Bullying Initiative was kicked off last fall, collecting data on bullying/victimization, 

school failure, and conduct problems. Data collected from students and staff found that: 
 

33% of NMS students were bullied at least once during the prior month; 

49% of NMS students that were bullied, were bullied in the hallways; 

13% of NMS students that were bullied, reported it to staff; 

40% of NMS students that were bullied, reported it to their parents; 

67% of NMS staff observed a student bullied at least once during the prior month; 

54% of NMS students that observed another student getting bullied, did not want to involved. 
 

An anti-bullying committee met this summer, working within our Positive Behavior Supports (PBS), to review our data and 

exam the dynamics of bullying; What is bullying? How might our environment contribute to bullying behaviors? Why do 

some students engage in bullying-behaviors? What strategies do we need to implement to create a culture that discourages 

bullying, supports students that are bullied, and educates all students about acting, or reacting, in ways that promote a safe and 

caring school environment? 
 

With the opening of the school year, we have revised our hallway supervision, implemented a sign-out format for students to 

leave class, and located each student’s locker near their LITT teacher’s classroom. During the month of October, Heather 

Swartz, will train staff members on strategies to support students in creating a safe and caring school environment, one that 

encourages student engagement in addressing bullying at NMS. 
 

On October 1, Brooks Gibbs, a national speaker on Bullying Prevention and founder of the Kalman Research Institute on Bul-

lying, will speak at Norris to 5th graders and our middle school students. Mr. Gibbs will address bullying and life choices, a 

message he has developed specifically for middle school-age students. His message will aligns with our anti-bullying initia-

tive in supporting our students on issues related to bullying. His visit is made possible by SCIP Lincoln/Lancaster County and 

Home Depot. 
 

The NMS staff is committed to making our learning environment one where students feel safe and welcome. We appreciate 

the support that Dr. Swearer and Heather Swartz are providing us and look forward to making the necessary changes for pro-

moting a more positive school culture at NMS. 
 

NMS Students to Attend Pep Rally & B-Ball Game at New Arena 
The Nebraska Athletic Department has invited our middle school students to “Life Skills” pep rally on Friday morning, No-

vember 8, and in the afternoon, the Nebraska-UCLA Women’s Basketball game at the new Pinnacle Bank Arena. The pep 

rally will preview Nebraska student-athletes, coaches and other presenters, addressing area middle school students on the im-

portance of academic excellence, anti-bullying, respect, hard-work, goal-setting, and teamwork messages. Following the rally, 

students will be provided with lunch from Valentino’s and a Pepsi beverage. Concessions will be available for students to pur-

chase during the Nebraska-UCLA Women’s Basketball game. Tip-off is scheduled for 12 noon. This game is the first-ever 

regular season athletic event to be held in the new arena, an event concluding a special occasion that promises to be a memo-

rable day for our NMS students. 

“Get Ahead” Group 
The Middle School Counseling office will again offer the “Get Ahead” group to help students and issues they face in and out 
of school.  In a youth’s life, many things can get in the way of feeling like they are moving forward, rather than in reverse or 
“stall” mode.  Whether it be others affecting one to feel less important, isolating them to the point they feel alone, feeling 
“different”, and of course being the victim of all forms of bullying, students can get the sense their life does not match up to 
where they wish it would be.  So we are offering a chance for them to “get ahead”.  Often times, how we see and feel about 
ourselves, and how that translates to others and our actions towards others, can make a dramatic change in this area. 
 

This group is available to grades 6-8, and for boys and girls; however, students will be grouped according to grade and gender 
(i.e. 8th Boys, 6th Girls).  We will meet a minimum of once per month, and they will not miss class time due to being in the 
group. 
 

If you would like to discuss your son or daughter being a part of this group, please contact Mr. Bade at Norris Middle School. 
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Middle School Dance/Party--November 22nd 
Due to 5th grade changing buildings this year, we will have only 6th Grade attending 
the MS Party from 3:30-5:30 PM.  Activities include open gym time, Dodge ball tourna-
ment, open computer labs, Just Dance, and many other activities in the gym as 
well.  There is no charge for the 6th grade party; however, pizza, Gatorade and soda 
will be for sale.  Please have rides to pick up students by 5:30 PM. 
 

7th and 8th graders have their dance/party from 7:00-9:00 PM the same night, with a dance and DJ, along with 
open gym, computer lab, and other activities.  Since a DJ is hired to provide the music, there will be an admis-
sion of $5 collected and can be paid in the mornings the week of the November 18th or at the door the night 
of the dance/party the 22nd.  Doors will not be open prior to 7:00 PM and students should have their ride avail-
able for pick up right at 9:00 PM.   
 

School dress code attire is the expectation for middle school parties and dances.  Students leaving the party or 
dance before 9:00 PM will not be allowed to return.  Only students currently enrolled in Norris Middle School will 
be allowed to attend the party/dance. 

 

From The Middle School Assistant Principal . . . . Matt Rice 

It is tough being a Middle School Student... 
These first few weeks in my new position as Middle 
School Assistant Principal have been WONDERFUL! I 
love this age group of kids, and I love the staff that works 
with them. In each of my interactions with kids, there is 
one thing that has been very evident…It is tough being a 
Middle School Student. 
 

...And, I am guessing that it is probably equally tough be-
ing a parent of a Middle School Student. Actually, just be-
ing a parent in general can be a challenge. Regardless, 
during this time in the pre-teen/tweens years, I think our 
students face a multitude of challenges that help shape 
and develop who they are, and the type of person they 
will become: Self-esteem, Social Pressure, Peer Pres-
sure, Academic Pressure, Drama, Temptation, Disap-
pointment, Rejection, Broken Hearts, and so much more. 
The list goes on and on and varies for each individual. I 
would love to say that these things will just go away...but 
they won’t just go away...and that is where we (teachers, 
parents, and adults) can step in. As we continue to attack 
bullying and all that comes with it, we are also looking to 
develop these kids as leaders. As a middle school staff, 
we are focusing on 3 areas (Respect, Responsibility, and 
Safety) to help support and grow all kids into great indi-
viduals. 
 

Be Respectful…The more respect we show towards our-
selves and toward others, the more respect we tend to get 
from ourselves and others. This usually translates into 
more friends, more trust, more opportunities, and more 
success. Caring about others and how they think and feel 
is a great way to show respect. Making others feel good 
about themselves is a great way to show respect. Teach-
ing kids to apologize and to confess their mistakes or in-
appropriate behavior helps children feel honest and not 
secretive or burdened with hiding something. Modeling 
the use of please and thank-you with others is a great 
way to show respect. Letting your children see your grati-
tude for your many blessings will also help to build their 
humility. When students come to my office we really focus 
on the natural consequences of their choices. More often 
than not, we tie everything into respect, and how others 

might perceive them based on the choices that he/she 
has made. Worse than losing recess, or being grounded, 
is losing the respect and trust of our friends, family, and 
teachers. Respect is earned. Be greedy and respect eve-
ryone around you regardless of what they do to you or 
others. The respect will come back to you two fold. 
 

Be responsible…even when no one is looking. In fact, 
this is where we want to bridge the gap between school 
and home. It is one thing for our students to be responsi-
ble when they have the guidance and supervision of 
adults. It is another thing for our students to make these 
same decisions when we are not present. Work with your 
children to establish chores, routines, and responsibilities 
that will allow them to be successful. Set morning routines 
and bedtime routines that help them to be responsible. I 
know at our house, I am more willing to let my 5th grader 
stay up a little later reading, or looking at his baseball card 
collection, if he has put his pajamas on, used the bath-
room, brushed his teeth, and laid out his clothes for the 
next day. Likewise, the next morning, our children that are 
up early, dressed early, and ready to go on their own, 
seem to have more time and freedom of choice at break-
fast. Help your kids see the natural rewards of self-worth 
and the increase in freedom and responsibilities when 
responsible behaviors are displayed. 
 

Be safe…This one is easy, but not to be overlooked. I 
think all parents number one concern is their child’s 
safety. Please know that we share this same concern 
here at school. We want kids to feel safe at home, here at 
school, and wherever they may be. This too comes 
through modeling and communication. Talk to your kids 
about where they are, who they are with, and what they 
are doing. Talk to them also about plans of communicat-
ing to or with the right people (911, teacher, relative, sib-
lings, friends, etc…) in a time of need. We try to empower 
students so that they can know how to act or respond in 
difficult situations. Be greedy with your safety, and sur-
round yourself with respectful and responsible people! 
Have a great October! Shoot me an e-mail 
(matt.rice@nsdtitans.org) or give me a call if you have 
any questions/suggestions/etc… 
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From The Intermediate School Principal . . . . Dr. Bob Brandt 

Progress Is Our Most Important Product--The Intermediate School students and staff have had the opportunity to de-

velop procedures and routines to use the great facilities that have been provided for Grades 3, 4, and 5. Grade 3 Teacher, 

Sue Hartman described the Intermediate School experience by saying, “It’s a good stage developmentally to group the 

grades together: third-graders are really learning to read, fourth is learning to become responsible, and fifth is transition-

ing to independence.” It is a great space for our students to learn. This first year will be a daily new experience with im-

provements being made and learning how the building can best be used as new activities are encountered throughout the 

year. 
 

While students and staff have been getting used to the new facility, student learning has been progressing with daily ef-

forts by classroom teachers to provide high quality learning experiences. The early part of the school year is definitely a 

time where the seeds are planted to produce our spring harvest. Parents, staff and community members form the garden-

ing team that help students thrive as enthusiastic learners growing throughout the year. All students need to learn and 

practice the basics. Extra learning experiences will develop as students move from ‘learning-to-read’ toward ‘reading-to

-learn’. 
 

Welcome to the Intermediate School Building--The Intermediate School south entrance, nearest the flagpole, is the visi-

tor entrance. This entrance will lead you to the office area where office staff will provide you building access. Pylons are 

placed in the bus driveway after buses arrive so students can play in this space adjacent to the playground. 
 

Distracted Driving--How well do adults model positive driving behaviors for our youth? Our be-

haviors provide examples which children model. Do consider the numerous ways the act of vehicle 

driving can be distracted.  Brief distractions can be all that is needed to cause a serious accident. 

Explain your deliberate actions with passengers so they understand you efforts to be safe for them. 

Lives are precious. Avoid Distracted Driving. 

Grade 4 News 
This has been a special start to the school year for the Norris Intermediate School and 4th grade students. We are so 

blessed to have a brand new building. The transition from the elementary building has been very smooth and the stu-

dents and staff are enjoying the new opportunities that we have all experienced together. 
 

We have a great group of fourth graders this year and we would like to welcome the 5 new students to our school: Chel-

sea Blaser, Katelyn Dispoto, Elisia Frey, Alli Holloway, and Kolton Kirchhoff. It is great to see these new faces and we 

would like to welcome our new Norris Titans! 
 

In 4th grade we introduce the students to a departmentalized schedule. Most students will switch classrooms for Reading 

and Math. So far, the students have adjusted very well and are being extremely responsible. We hope this helps prepare 

them for their future at Norris. 
 

We have great resources to help us teach our students: 

 Health- The Great Body Shop 

 Math- Saxon 

 Reading and Language Arts- Reading Street (New this year) 

 Science- Discovery Works 

 Social Studies- Nebraska Adventure 
 

 

Finally, we want to continue to promote health and wellness. As part of our school wide effort to increase physical activ-

ity, 4th graders will be doing different exercises during transition times during class. We are also learning about making 

good choices about the foods we eat. This year students have a choice if they want to eat a healthy Grab-N-Go snack 

offered by the school each morning, or they are welcome to bring their own fresh fruit/vegetable from home. This will 

help keep our kids healthy and safe from food allergies! 
 

Thanks again parents for all you do to assist in you son/daughter's education. We are excited about another great start to 

the school year! 
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Grade 1 News 
 

The beginning of the 2013-14 school year has brought many changes to First Grade. 

We have a new teacher. Joining our team is Mrs. Cindy Price.  Mrs. Price previously taught Kindergarten here at Norris.  She 
replaces Jessica Gress who moved to Ashland, NE.  Mrs. Price brings familiarity with our school and has provided a seamless 
transition.  We are glad to have her on board. 

We have a new location.  First Grade now occupies what was formerly Pod’s 2 and 3. This allows us to be closer together, and 
simplifies transitions. 

We have a new Reading Series.  This change  provides a stronger program with researched based practices.  We anticipate 
great results as we implement Pearson’s Reading Street. 

 

What hasn’t changed, is that First Grade is a pivotal time when children can make some of the most 
dramatic growth in their academic career,  It is typically the year when reading begins to make sense 
and to see this happen is truly phenomenal.  The early weeks are spent reviewing readiness skills and 
acquiring new sight words.  We put special emphasis on developing responsibility and independence 
with measurable results.  Through much modeling and practice, they are increasing their stamina for 
reading and writing.  Our Saxon math series offers exciting ways to look at and think about learn-
ing.  Homework is introduced to increase long term memory of concepts and develop good habits for the 
future.  It’s exciting to see the progress students have already made. 
 

The first grade teachers work closely together to ensure similar experiences for all our students.  We are always eager to enlist volun-
teers who can give an hour of their time to help our students gain practice and confidence in reading.  If you would like to be a part of 
this, please contact your child’s teacher. 
 

When it comes to supporting your child's learning, nothing compares to what you do at home.  We encourage 20 minutes per day in 
some kind of shared reading experience,  Children can LEARN to read in school, but to learn to LOVE reading takes what only you 
can give.  Curl up together with a good book and they will eventually associate the love they feel from you with a love of read-
ing.  When you spend time reinforcing math homework and giving them reasons and opportunities to practice writing, you not only 
improve their academic skills, but help them develop a sense of responsibility toward their own learning. 
 

Thanks to all our first grade parents for helping us make the 1st quarter of this school year run so smoothly! 
 

You may have heard the buzz about our new school initiative – PBiS! 
Positive Behavior Interventions and Supports (PBiS) is a program Norris Elementary School is working to implement to promote and 
maximize academic achievement and behavioral competence. PBiS is a school-wide strategy for helping all students achieve impor-
tant social and learning goals. We know that when good behavior and good teaching come together, our students will excel in their 
learning. 
 

As part of the PBiS program, we will establish specific rules for the behavior we expect in all areas of our school. We will explicitly 
teach those expectations to the students and recognize them for their positive behavior and being leaders at Norris Elementary 
School. Expectations for all student behavior will be clear throughout our building and outside areas, cafeteria, gymnasium, and 
classrooms. You will be able to ask your student, “What are the rules in your school?” “How do you follow those rules?” “What hap-
pens when a teacher sees you following the rules?” 
 

Our school rules will continue to address bullying behaviors, provide for a safe school environment and give more time for instruction. 
We will apply consistent consequences and positive reinforcement for all students. By detailing every expected behavior and teaching 
students in a positive way, we will provide a common language for everyone in our building, including students, teachers, front office 
staff and our paraprofessionals. 
 

We believe that by helping students practice good behavior, we will build a school community where all students have an environ-
ment where they can succeed and grow. 
 

Drop off and Pick up 
I want to thank everyone for your cooperation in the changes to drop off and pick up points for students. The new bus line up on the 
north side of the elementary has worked out well and students are doing a great job of finding where their bus is located. 
 

Reminder-- all student drop off and pick ups need to be at the west doors of the Elementary on the south side of the build-
ing. In order to maintain the flow of traffic and continued safety of our students and patrons do not park on the south side of 
the Elementary building between the High School and Elementary building to come in and pick up your child. We need to 
make sure two way traffic can continue to flow and if there are cars parked along the south drive we are unable to make 
sure traffic can enter and exit safely. Feel free to park in designated parking spots in any of the parking lots around the Ele-
mentary building. Thank you! 
 

Students who are dropped off before 8:05 in the morning are welcome to sign up for our Before and After school care. If your child is 
not a part of the Before and After school program remind them that they need to wait outside the west doors until 8:05 am.  I f you are 
dropping your student off in the morning or picking them up in the afternoon we ask that parents let their students walk independently 
to their classroom. You are welcome to walk them to the front doors and then allow your child to walk to their classroom on their own. 
We want to encourage students to be independent as well as cut down on the congestion in the hallways before and after school. 
Thank you for your cooperation! 
 

From The Elementary School Principal/Special Ed Administrator . . . Dr. Brenda Tracy 
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NORRIS FFA  

2013 Holiday Sales  
 

The Norris FFA will be selling home-grown  
Poinsettias, Cheese, Sausage, Butter Braids, and once again Fruit!   

 

                     2013 Norris FFA Holiday Sales  

will run from November 4th-17th with delivery on Dec12th and 13th. 
 

          Contact an FFA member to make a purchase. 
 

      Thank you! 

      Norris FFA  


