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From the Superintendent's Desk… Dr. John Skretta 

Pushing onward, reaching skyward: a great start for the fall! 
 

Norris has had a tremendous start to the fall semester.  In 
August, we hosted the Governor, Senator Greg Adams, and 
Education Commissioner Dr. Roger Breed for a special visit. 
The three came to us at Governor Heinemann's request, 
and also at the Governor's request, there was no fanfare 
surrounding the visit. We hosted these three education pol-
icy leaders in order to describe to them processes and pro-
grams in place at Norris to support an excellent culture for 
achievement. The governor personally acclaimed the 
achievement of the students of the Norris District, and indi-
cated his curiosity in determining how policymakers might 
create something akin to the Norris culture in other settings 
across the state. For more information about the achieve-
ment profile of the Norris District, view the state test sum-
mary info on our school website. 
 

The Future is Now in Facilities Development at Norris: Our 
district's PK – 12th grade enrollment for 2012 reached an-
other record, with over 2060 students attending the bur-
geoning Norris school district.  We are thankful to patrons 
for the passage of a $14 million bond issue in March 2013 
to build a new intermediate school and undertake a renova-
tion to the existing high school west wing in order to ac-
commodate student growth. With the opening of the new 
intermediate school in the fall of 2013, our school district's 
enrollment capacity will increase by approximately 600. 
Given that our school district has grown by over 20% since 
2004 and continues to grow perennially, that additional 
space will be needed.  Catch up on all of the latest con-
struction progress by reading monthly construction updates 
on our website and viewing  the construction photo gallery.  
 

Activities facilities: Since June 2012, our School Board has 
also been studying activities facilities development. The 
Board, in conjunction with DLR architectural and through the 
cooperation of administration and the athletic director, has 
developed a master plan for the Norris activities complex. 
The board has identified the following as crucial priorities in 
activities complex development, and has approved a pre-
liminary design for these facilities on our current campus.  
(Yes, there's room.) *Adequate visitor seating on the west 
side of the football stadium. Folks, we can check this one off 
- it's done. Congratulations. *Fitness center development: 
renovation of existing high school space to expand square 
footage allotted for strength training and body condition-
ing.*Baseball diamond and tennis courts: our school district 
has had these Norris programs for five years. We have had 
a standing MOU with the city of Hickman that has proven 
very beneficial. However, we long to establish our own facili-
ties to host our own Norris events on campus. *Turfing the 
football / soccer field: the initial, up-front cost is substantial; 
however, it is often penciled out as a cost neutral proposi-
tion over time, and that is why so many other comparable 

size class B districts have made the move to artificial turf. 
The use  rate on a competition field can increase dramati-
cally, and with the overwhelming amount of youth team 
traffic and district activities using our field, it just makes 
sense. 
 

Stay tuned: We will be working with our ever-supportive, 
proactive public in the coming months to move forward. 
Our Board will clarify charitable fundraising processes, 
streamline the budget and make district resource commit-
ments for achieving the full activities complex development  
for our Norris students. 
 

Four fantastic tips for a fabulous fall semester with your 
children: 
1: Attend Norris activities: taking the family to a Norris 
school activity is the best investment of your entertainment 
dollar! Hey folks, our Concessions Queen Shirley offers 
goods tastier than the popcorn and pop at your local 
movie theater for a fraction of the cost.  So come on 
out.  You won't be disappointed when you see the amaz-
ing talent possessed by our Norris students. 
 

2: Catch some Zs:  as the parent of a teenager and also a 
"tweener" who sometime seems like he is 12 going on 20, I 
know how difficult it can be to impose bedtime sanctions. 
However, there is good evidence to support the notion that 
shutting down the cell phone and limiting screen time in 
your household in the evening before bed increases the 
chances that sleep will be restorative.  Students who are 
well rested are more likely to be engaged and attentive 
academically during the school day. I know: it's simple to 
say, but harder to do. Thanks for trying! 
 

3: Download the Pearson PowerSchool Application: if you 
are the parent of a Norris middle or high school student, do 
the following if you haven't yet: Go to the PowerSchool 
page on our district website. Sign up today, download the 
Pearson application for your smartphone or iPad. You will 
receive instant updates on grades for assignments, quizzes 
and tests as soon as they are entered in the gradebook, 
and you can just click to send an email to your child's 
teachers. Staying on top of your student's performance has 
never been easier. 
 

4: Tell them you love them: never forget that your first job 
as a parent of school-aged children is to love your child 
unconditionally. Be a source of unwavering caring for your 
child and be one of the people in your child's life who al-
ways projects positive expectancy. When working with us 
here at school, be an unapologetic advocate for your stu-
dent! It starts at home with regular conversations about 
school. Don't settle for "Nothing" as a suitable response to 
your "What happened at school today?" opening salvo.  It's 
okay to be the prying parent and push for authentic info 
from your kids! 
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From The Assistant Superintendent ... Brian Maschmann 

Find Norris on FACEBOOK to stay up-to-date on school news, sports, and other 
important issues.  Log onto www.facebook.com/Norris160.org.   

What a great start to a school year.   

 Athletics are having success at the start of the season. All of the Norris teams are competing at a high level 

and having success. The commitment and preparation our students had during the summer months is paying 

off as they continue into the rest of the fall season. 
 

 The intermediate school building project is in full motion. The building should be enclosed very soon and 

the construction can continue on the interior. Hausmann Construction has worked very hard on managing the 

subcontractors’ schedules and maintaining the time line for continued progress. 
 

 The High School addition should start the beginning of October. This construction phase 

will create a change in the flow of traffic on campus as well as student movement around the 

high school building. The construction on the west side of the high school building will have 

a fence around the area for safety.  The fence will extend into the parking lot but will not 

change the general location for the afternoon bus pick up. The buses will continue the same 

procedures for transporting students home. We hope that not changing the bus pattern during 

the afternoon will alleviate any added stress to our students and drivers. 
 

 The school budget is set for the 2012-2013 school year. The School Board voted on the General Fund 

Levy to be $0.98, the Building Levy at 0.0178, the Qualified Capital Purpose Undertaking at 0.03, and the 

Bond funds at 0.153. On August 20, the Norris School District received our valuation for the 2012-13 school 

year. The district's valuation increased 10.4% in valuation compared to 7.5% last year. Norris’s total levy will 

continue to be 1.18 for the 2012-13 school year. We still maintain a low levy compared to many districts 

around our area. We are focused on keeping our district efficient while providing the best education possible. 
 

 Norris is committed to the Life Threatening Allergies Policy our district adopted last year.  One of the new 

programs offered in the buildings includes the introduction of the grab-and-go breakfast in the Middle School 

and High School. The Grab-and-Go breakfast is offered to students in the mid-morning for the same price as a 

regular breakfast. The students are able to take it back to their class and eat during instruction time. Students 

are able to focus better when they are not hungry. The mid-morning breakfast is a nutritious meal and is nut 

free. We also provide free dinner rolls and sun butter during the lunch periods in all buildings. Norris contin-

ues to implement procedures in the district to provide a safe campus that provides for the health and well be-

ing of all of our students. 

 

 

NORRIS ADMINISTRATORS 

Dr. John Skretta, Superintendent         791-0000 

Brian Maschmann, Assistant Superintendent  791-0000 

Ryan Ruhl, High School Principal    791-0010 

Charlie Hutzler, HS Asst. Principal    791-0010 

Greg Hardin, Athletic Director             791-0010 

Mary Jo Rupert,  Middle School Principal  791-0020 

Brenda Tracy, Asst. MS Principal/Sp. Ed  791-0020 

Dr. Robert Brandt, Elementary Principal  791-0030 

Matt Rice, Assistant Elementary Principal  791-0030 
 

BUS DRIVERS NEEDED 
Norris Public Schools transportation department is 
currently taking applications for  Bus Drivers to drive 
bus routes and activity trips.  Training and certifica-
tion provided by the Norris School district.   
 

Please apply at the Norris Administration Office  
between 8:00 AM and 4:00 PM Monday through 

Friday or call 402-791-0000 for more details. 

tel:402-791-0000
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HEALTH OFFICE INFO: MEDS, ILLNESS, SPORTS PARTICIPATION …… & the  DENTIST!!!! 
 

How to Send Medication to School: Our school, in order to provide for the safety of your children and to be compliant 
with our laws in Nebraska, requires that you take the following measures when you send medication to school. Remember 
that students cannot carry their own medications unless the meds are for emergency or diabetes (this would include epi-
nephrine pens, asthma inhalers, insulin).  
 

Prescription medication has to be in its original container with current prescribing information. Make certain that the 
medication hasn’t expired. Send written permission including medication name, dose, and time and reason to give. We recommend 
that you use the parent permission form for medications. It is found under “resources-school forms-health forms” on the school web 
site. The prescribing physician’s written prescription should also be sent to school if the medication container does not have the pre-
scription on it.  
 

Over-the-counter medication also has to be in its original container with manufacturer’s dosing instructions for your student’s age 
and weight. (Medications sent to school in a baggy or another container besides the original have to be sent home.) Use the same 
above mentioned parent permission form.  If the dose desired is above that recommended on the label, you will also need written 
permission from your physician on file before the medication can be provided at school, as this is considered prescription dosing.  
Herbal medications and medications not approved by the FDA will not be provided by the school. 
 

If your student will need medication at a school activity such as an athletic or music event, make arrangements through your 
student’s health office.  
 

Emergency Medications: If a student sometimes relies on emergency medication, such as an inhaler for asthma or an epinephrine 
pen for allergy, parents are responsible for sending this medication to school, informing the health office about the medication, and 
providing written parent permission and physician’s permission for the  medication. Use of a care plan is recommended.  Please call 
your student's health office with any questions. 
 

Student Illness:  Parents are responsible for calling in a student absence due to illness.  Please call in every day that your student 
remains out of school due to absence.  Our office staff will ask you for a description of the illness because we must collect this data to 
report to Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department each week.  
 

If your student is planning to participate in winter sports, you will want to be certain that he/she has a physical examination after 
May 1st of 2012 with a written clearance from the doctor for athletic participation.  If you would like to use the Norris physical form, you 
can find it on the Norris website under resources.  Your student will also need to turn in a Student Yearly Update form and a signed 
NSAA consent form plus the athletic fee.  
 

We need to record your student's visit to the dentist or orthodontist!!  The record should be in the form of a note from your den-
tist.  Your dentist can use a note already available at the office or this note below.  
 

       -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

NORRIS PUBLIC SCHOOLS  
DENTAL EXAMINATION REPORT 
When your child sees the dentist, please have your dentist complete this form. Once this form is returned to school, it will become 
part of your student’s permanent health record.  
 

This is to certify that I have examined the teeth of _____________________________________. 
 _____No dental treatment is necessary at this time. 
 _____All necessary dental treatment has been completed. 
 _____Dental treatment is scheduled. 
 

Further recommendations: _________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Signature of Dentist: ___________________________________________Date ____/____/____ 

 

      PROJECT  RECYCLING FOR LIFE WILL BE DISTRIBUTING 

             FREE 
          WINTER CLOTHES  TO ALL 
      Halloween Costumes while they last 
 

    Saturday,  October 13, 2012 from 10:00 AM -  5:00 PM 
 

        FIRTH COMMUNITY BUILDING at 311 Nemaha Street 
              ---------------------------------------- 
             Free clothes MONTHLY- 
 

      Every 2nd week on Wed. / Douglas United Methodist Church   
          Every 3rd week on Wed. / Panama Presbyterian Church  
                               BOTH LOCATIONS- 4:30 to 6:00 PM 
        If you wish to volunteer, have donations, or need 
                    emergency assistance call- 
                Mzz Val 402-414-0744   Firth, NE 
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“Family and Friends of Norris Student Musi-

cians….with a passion to support and encour-
age the Instrumental and Vocal Music De-

partments at Norris High School” 
 

Join in the fun……. Music Booster Tailgate 
Party Friday, October 12, 2012 5:30-7:30 before 
the Crete Football Game.    We Welcome Your 

Support!!! 
 

Join in the Action…….get involved and stay connected with us at: 
 

 www.norrismusicboosters.wordpress.com 

  norrismusicboosters 

  @NorMusBooster 

  norrismusicboosters@gmail.com 

 

 

 
MINI CLINIC: DEC 3RD-7TH 

 
 

The Norris Colorguard Mini Clinic will 
be held  December 3rd-December 

7th in the HS South gym.   
 

Clinic sessions will be held from  
7:30-8:20 AM each morning with a 
performance at the JV basketball 

game that Friday evening.   
 

Registration forms will be available in 
November, see Mrs. Andre in the 

Middle School.  
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Fall Sports 2011 Participation Numbers: 

Volleyball (grades 9-12) = 29 

Softball (grades 9-12) = 27 

Cross Country (grades 9-12, boys & girls) = 37 

Girl’s Golf (grades 9-12) = 10 

Football (grades 9) = 32, (grades 10-12) = 67 
 

A total of 202 athletes are taking part in the  

Norris Fall Sport’s Athletic Program. 

From The Athletic Director ... Greg Hardin 

 

WINTER SPORTS ATHLETES: 
 

All students who intend to participate in Basketball, Wres-
tling, or Swimming must have on file in the HS Office a cur-
rent physical examination form (dated after May 1, 2012), a 
parent consent form, insurance information, student yearly 
update form, and pay the $50 activity fee before they will be 
allowed to participate in practice, which begins on Novem-
ber 12th. 

Important Upcoming Events and Dates: 

EMC Girl’s Golf Tournament – Tuesday, September 25th  

at Waverly (Crooked Creek Golf Course) 

EMC Softball Tournament – Tuesday, September 25th and Thursday, September 27th  

at highest seeded site  

EMC VB Tournament – October 1st, 2nd, and 4th at highest seeded site  

EMC Cross Country Meet – Thurs October 4th at Nebraska City 
 

District Girl’s Golf Tournament – Thursday, October 1st at Beatrice Country Club 

District Softball Tournament – October 4th & 5th at Hannibal Park in Beatrice  

District Cross Country Meet – October 11th at Concordia College in Seward 

District VB Tournament – October 29th & 30th and November 1st  

at Lincoln Southwest HS 
 

State Girl’s Golf Tournament - October 8th & 9th at Mahoney Golf Course in Lincoln 

State Softball Tournament - October 10th, 11th, and 12th at Hastings 

State Cross Country Meet - October 19th at Kearney Country Club 

State VB Tournament - November 8th, 9th, and 10th at Grand Island 

State Football Playoffs - October 26th (first round), November 2nd (quarter-finals), November 9th (semi-finals), and 

November 20th (Championship Game)  

    Boys Basketball GRADES 9-12 
Here is a schedule of events for preseason. 
All boys in grades 9-12 interested in trying out for this year’s basketball teams need to remem-
ber to do a few things. If you are not out for a Fall sport you need to have all of the following 
items completed before the first practice: 1) Current physical, 2) Athletic Fee, 3) Student 
Yearly Update Form, 4) NSAA Parent Consent Form.  All forms are on the Norris website under 

Resources and School Forms.   
 

We will have a mandatory parents meeting on Saturday, November 10th @ 9:00 AM in the MS competition gym. 
 

The first day of winter practice/tryouts is Monday November 12th at 3:45 PM.  

NORRIS GIRLS BASKETBALL 
Parent Meeting: 11/10/12 

 

There will be a Girls’ Basketball Parents’ meeting on  
Saturday, November 10th @ 9 AM in the HS Media Center.   

This is for all parents of girls in grades 9-12 who plan to participate in basketball this year. 
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  From The High School Principal...Ryan Ruhl and Asst. Principal...Charlie Hutzler 

Email:  Every high school student has his/her own school email account through Google 

Apps for Education (their @nsdtitans.org account). To stay informed about school and class 

events, it is necessary for students to check their email daily. School administration and 

teachers utilize this email for communications to students, so please check in with your 

student regarding their daily email access. Thanks for your partnership at home with this 

important communication channel! 
 

Website: 

Another method of communication between school and home is the upgraded Norris website - we hope you 

like the new look! You will notice some different features with the improvements, and we trust you will 

find the site to be user friendly.  Please visit www.norris160.org to access teacher email, event updates, 

sign up for alerts, check Powerschool for your student’s grades or just catch up on the latest Norris ac-

complishments.  We welcome any feedback you might have. 
 

Spirit Time: 

We are off to a successful activity season this fall and we expect all of our fans to be the BEST SPORTS 

and SPIRIT LEADERS possible.  Everyone should be proud that we have won the EMC Sportsmanship Award 

two years straight and are looking for a three-peat.  How can you cheer for our team in a positive way and 

avoid joining any negativity directed at our opponents or officials? The three rules of thumb: 
 

1. Cheer positively for Norris 

2. Avoid being negative toward our opponent or officials 

3. Have fun cheering for the Titans. 
 

Ideas:  Tell an opponent “Good Luck” before the game whether it be an athlete or a fan.  Wish them well af-

ter a game no matter if we won or lost--”Great game and good luck this year”.  Clap three times when 

each opponent is introduced to the audience. Place your hand over your heart and remain quiet and atten-

tive during the national anthem. Always remember it is about the kids playing the game and the “Norris” 

they represent. 
 

Be Proud to be Titan and represent the school and community in a positive way by modeling it when and 

wherever you don the Titan Gear. 

STUDENT COUNCIL NEWS 
 

The 2012-2013 Norris Student Council is led by Nicole Pelini, President, Makayla Doolittle, Vice President, Jacob Lam-
bert, our District 6 Vice President, Christina Stai, PR, Jared Kaser, Fundraising guru, Chloe Jenkins, Secretary, and Mrs. 
Hansmeyer, our sponsor. This year, our Council helped FFA with their fundraiser, collecting canned foods at one of the 
football games.  Student Council also coordinated Homecoming, from the week's events to the dance and crowning.   
 

Events coming up include the state convention at Southeast High School in November, our own Council retreat which 
we had some leadership training, and a student swap which we did with NorthStar High School the end of September. 
The swap was a great day with students from another school, gathering ideas about things they do at their school and 
come up with new events and ideas for our school.  The members of the Norris Student Council are all honored and ex-
cited to make our school and our district an even better place.  Submitted by Chloe Jenkins, StuCo Secretary for 12-13. 

The One Hour Difference~ 

TeamMates  
Thanks another excellent mentor: 

 
 
 
 

 

For more information about becoming a mentor contact:  

MaryAnn Franken at 791-0020 or go to Teammates.org 

TONY GLENN 

http://www.norris160.org
http://www.norris160.org
http://www.norris160.org
http://www.norris160.org
http://www.norris160.org
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ATTENTION: MIDDLE SCHOOL AND HIGH SCHOOL PARENTS 
 

Norris C.A.R.E.S. (Community Awareness Resulting in Education & Strategies) is a Norris community group that was formed in the 
summer of 2006 for the purpose of promoting healthy community and family lifestyles by supporting one another and raising aware-
ness regarding risky behaviors. This group has been meeting on a monthly basis at the Norris MS Media Center on the first Thursday 
of each month at 7:30 PM. Our goal for the community is to be united in purpose, have an open line of communication and have a 
way to affect environmental change. 
 

Norris C.A.R.E.S. launched the “Safe Homes” program whereby parents were asked to sign a “safe homes pledge”  last year pro-
duced and distributed a MS/HS directory to help parents easily locate parent names and phone numbers of homes where their chil-
dren may be visiting.  A “safe home” icon was placed  next to each home that signed the pledge so parents can feel assured that their 
child is in a supervised home that does not allow the use of alcohol or drugs.  A 2012-13 directory is being produced at this time and 
will be available to purchase through the Middle Office at the cost of $5.00. 
 

We encourage more parents to join in the excitement of launching more projects throughout the school year and attend the meetings 
that form these ideas.  We have in the past and look forward to sponsoring  speakers, projects such as the “donuts for safety belts” 
day at Norris, SCIP training for staff member – SCIP stands for “Safe Communities Incentive Program.  We also encourage our stu-
dents to get involved, we have had a student design the back coverers of the sports programs.  We have helped with the Norris Post 
Prom Party, door prize and provided the “Prom cards” to student with personalized notes from Norris staff members. 
 

True drug prevention is possible only when all segments of society support and enforce clear consistent no-use messages for our 
children regarding alcohol and drugs. Adults working together to support and encourage one another, make the endless job of build-
ing a safe community easier.  

 

PLEASE DONATE! 
 

Norris Middle School FCS department is seeking donations of fab-
ric that could be used to make pillowcases.  Please donate felt for 
craft projects and fabric for pillowcases by calling the Norris Middle 
School or bringing it to the MS. 
 

 

YOUR DONTAION IS GREATLY  
APPRECIATED! 

Middle School Talent Shows Have Been Set!    
 

The 5th and 6th Grade Talent Show has been set for Monday, November 
19th.  Tryouts will be a couple of weeks before hand.  Musical acts, com-
edy, lip sync, juggling, piano, etc. are all welcome!  
 

The 7th and 8th Grade Talent Show has been set for 
Monday, March 11th.  Tryouts will be a couple of 
weeks before hand.  Besides all kinds of acts, all mas-
ters of ceremonies are needed to help run the show. 
 

?’s Email Tom Price (tom.price@nsdtitans.org)  
for more information.

CHEERLEADING CLINIC 
 

The NHS Cheerleaders are hosting the annual Norris Elementary & Norris 
Middle School Cheerleading Clinic on 
Friday, January 11th after school.   

 
There will be a performance at half time of the  

girls varsity basketball game.   
 

Please watch for details in Thursday folders.  

Registrations will be due Tuesday, December 18th. 

You don’t want to hassle 
with sending a check or 
cash with your student to 
school for meals, why not 

make an online payment to your fam-
ily’s account? 

HERE’S HOW: 
 

Go to Norris Website: 
www.norris160.org 

Click on RESOURCES,  
MEAL SERVICES, 
ONLINE PAYMENT 



GEORGE NORRIS SCHOOL NEWSLETTER Page 8 

 

~BLOOD DRIVE~ 
 

Thank you to all who donated at the  
September 6th Blood Drive! 

 

Mark you calendars for the next drive and 
get a FREE Keeping the Beat Alive t-shirt 

when you donate. 
 

 
 

Upcoming dates:  Tuesday, November 27 -- 10:30-4 p.m. 
Wednesday, February 20 -- 10:30-4 p.m. 

Tuesday, April 23 --10:30-4 p.m. 
 

Contact Becky O’Connor at 402.791.0010 or by email at 
becky.oconnor@nsdtitans.org to schedule an appointment.   

 

Photo ID required.  
 

Be the TYPE that gives! 

From The High School Guidance Office . . . Kristi Moser & Becky O’Connor 

Upcoming Dates from the Guidance Office... 
October 17th... PSAT for any interested Sophomore/Juniors 8:30-11:30 a.m. 
October 21st... College Fair at SCC from 1-3 p.m. 
October 27th... ACT test (registration deadline Sept 21st) 
November 1st...Junior College Visit/Community Service Day (for ALL Juniors) 
November 7th... PLAN test for ALL Sophomores 8:30-11:30 a.m. 
November 8th... ASVAB test (military entrance exam) 12:30-3:30 p.m. (see Mrs. Moser to register) 
**December 8th...ACT test (Recommended last test date for any Seniors taking ACT this year) 
 

PSAT Information 
The Preliminary SAT/National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test (PSAT/NMSQT) is a standardized test that provides 
practice for the SAT (or other standardized test such as the ACT). It also gives you a chance to enter NMSC scholarship 
programs and gain access to college and career planning tools.  Sophomore and Junior students signed up in Septem-
ber through their IAP teachers.  Cost of test is $15.00. 
 

Check out the NEW Guidance Webpage at https://sites.google.com/a/nsdtitans.org/norris-guidance-office/  for impor-
tant links, forms, and resources.  Senior parents, click on the SENIORS tab and join the Senior Parents email group to 
receive updates, reminders and new information for you and your senior. 
 

Scholarship Resources for Seniors~  School to Career assignments from last year (come to CC for a copy of them if 
they are misplaced!), the new Guidance Webpage, and be sure to check out the rolling calendar, which now includes 
Scholarship deadlines! 

 

 
 

    Norris Association of Educators 
 

...is there to encourage greatness in all.   
 

Let’s have a great school year! 
 

Everyone has a fair turn to be as great as he pleases. 
                             ~Jeremy Collier~ 

 

NORRIS MIDDLE SCHOOL  
BOOKFAIR 

 

When: November 26th-30th  
Hours:  Monday-Thursday 8:00 AM-
4:00 PM, Friday 8:00 AM to 8:00 PM 
 

Volunteers are needed, please call 
Mrs. Andre in the MS to sign up! 

mailto:becky.oconnor@nstitans.org
mailto:becky.oconnor@nstitans.org
mailto:becky.oconnor@nstitans.org
mailto:becky.oconnor@nstitans.org
mailto:becky.oconnor@nstitans.org
mailto:becky.oconnor@nstitans.org
mailto:becky.oconnor@nstitans.org
https://sites.google.com/a/nsdtitans.org/norris-guidance-office/
https://sites.google.com/a/nsdtitans.org/norris-guidance-office/
https://sites.google.com/a/nsdtitans.org/norris-guidance-office/
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From The Middle School Principal . . . Mary Jo Rupert 

From The Middle School Asst. Principal/Special Ed Coordinator . . . Brenda Tracy 

LITT at Norris Middle School... 
LITT stands for Learning Intervention Team Time.  All middle school students have a LITT period each day.  LITT 
for 6 - 8 graders runs from 9:49 – 10:39 a.m.  Students in grade 5 have LITT the last 30 minutes of the day.  The pri-
mary purpose for LITT is time for students to work on homework or contact teachers for instructional support. 
 

Student options for LITT include  completing assignments, personal reading time, retaking tests, accessing the library 
or computer labs, school assemblies or PBiS lessons.   Eighth grade students have the option of applying for a student 
assistant position one or two days/week. Demonstration of consistent responsibility earns students open gym time one 
day/week.  Chess is an option during LITT for those students not on the RTI list, have their work completed and do 
not have disciplinary infractions (TIR's). 

 

Grab n' Go breakfast is available to students the first 15 minutes of their LITT period.  This breakfast 
option was recently introduced and is working very well, providing students a second breakfast option to 
enjoy while they work in their LITT classroom. 
 

The LITT teachers become the advocate for the LITT students.  LITT teachers assist their students in 
tracking work progress and help to hold them accountable for effectively using their LITT time.  If you have questions 
about your student's school performance or behavior, contacting their LITT teacher would be a good option. 

Middle School dance/party on November 16th  
 

Parties for students in grades 5 & 6 will be held from 3:30 – 5:30 p.m. Students will have access to the gym, 
computer lab and games in the commons areas. There is no charge for the 5th and 6th grade party. Pizza and 
soda will be available to purchase.  
 

Parties for students in grades 7th and 8th will include recorded music for dancing in the commons area, the 
gymnasium will be open for basketball, and the computer lab will be available for students to work on the 
computers. Since a DJ will be hired to provide the recorded music, there will be an admission charge of $4 in advance and $5 
at the door. The party for 7th and 8th graders will begin at 7:00 p.m. and end at 9:00 p.m.. Students will need to make arrange-
ments for rides to be available by 9:00 p.m. Doors will not open before 7:00 p.m..  
 

School dress code attire is the expectation for middle school parties and dances. Students leaving a party or dance before 
9:00 will not be allowed to return. Only students currently enrolled in Norris Middle School will be allowed to attend the 
parties and dances. 

The Middle School Counseling office will implement two programs to help stu-
dents and issues they face in and out of school.  One of those is called “Get 
Ahead” group.  In a youth’s life, many things can get in the way of feeling like 
they are moving forward rather than in reverse or “stall” mode.  Whether it be 
others affecting one to feel less important, isolating them to the point they feel 
alone, feeling “different”, and of course being the victim of all forms of bullying, 

students can get the sense their life does not match up to where they wish it would be.  So we are offering a 
chance for them to “get ahead”.  Often times, how we see ourselves, and how that translates to others and our 
actions towards others, can make a dramatic change in this area. 
 

The second group is termed, “EBA”.  These letters represent Everything But Academics.  Often, school staff are 
aware of how students perform academically, as this is a primary focus of all schools.  So we address those aca-
demic concerns with resources, strategies, etc., yet quite frequently, those struggles have much to do with other 
effects in or outside the classroom, and also beyond the building walls.  The focus of this group is for students to 
become aware of issues in their life, and how those play a significant part in their academic work, and then look at 
how to manage both.  The goal is to find ways for them to do their best, while realizing what is in and out of their 
control. 
 

If you would like to discuss your son/daughter being a part on either of these groups, please contact Mr. Bade at 
Norris Middle School.  
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From The Elementary School Principal . . . . Bob Brandt 

STUDENT SUCCESS A COMMUNITY EFFORT 

All Norris staff members take great pride in the achievements and academic growth of every student. This progress is possible 
due to the motivation and encouragement parents and community members instill in Norris youth. Examples include: 
-Older generations keep on giving to others. They tutor children; share special events with students; prepare handmade prod-
ucts used on field trips; and explain their life experiences. 
-Parents, grandparents, and community members are vital to the success of future generations. Your efforts guarantee that 
students will be inspired by you and what you share. 

 

CHILDRENS’ FIRST TEACHERS DEVELOP LIFETIME SKILLS 
Parents, family members, and child care providers are children's' first teachers. Observing adults and siblings 
enjoy reading each day will make a positive difference in a child's life. Consider these suggestions to help your 
child/children appreciate reading: 
     -Read at any the time! Reading is not just for bedtime.  
  Books are valuable alternatives to using video and audio to keep children's 
      attention. Take books along on in the car and to appointments to pass the time. 
        -MAKE IT FUN.  Begin reading rhymes and simple books to infants. 

-Read and reread. Children feel secure when books are repeated. Add new books with repeated favorite stories.   
-Question children about what was read to increase their understanding. 

-Ask them to predict what may happen in a story before it is read to increase their creativity and thinking skills.  
-Children need to hear many readers so they know anyone can share books with them. 

-Continue to read aloud and share reading as a child progresses through school. 
-Use libraries to vary reading selections. Exchange books with family friends. Find bargains at garage sales.   

You do not need to own books to read.  
-Tell children how you use reading in your daily life. 

 

Help children develop reading as a valuable lifetime skill. 
 

GREAT THINGS ARE HAPPENING AT NORRIS ELEMENTARY 
The year has begun for 795 PreK- Grade 4 students. Pre-school opportunities have been extended to an additional 30 stu-
dents. Early learning benefits children throughout their entire schooling experience. K-4 children will learn a comprehensive 
health curriculum taught and shared with students and families. Staff members are establishing consistent expectations 
throughout the building by teaching expectations for playground, lunchroom, restroom, and movement in hallways. Staff are 
discussing and developing plans for transitioning to an additional building.   

Pod 4 is off and running! 
 

We have a few weeks of school under our belt and have really enjoyed working with this great group of fourth graders. We 
would like to welcome 13 new students in fourth grade this year.  It is great to see these new faces; Room, 402- Collin 
McHugh, Katelyn Nuemann, Cole Olson, Room 403- Justin Smith, Grace VanCott Room 404- Brennen Hanway, Madison 
West 405- Brin McAtee, Kennedy Christensen, Room 406- Alexis Beed, Cody Eldridge, Coral Free and Room 407- Philip 
Witthoff.  We would like to welcome our new Norris Titans! 
 

In 4th grade we introduce the students to a departmentalized schedule. The students will switch classrooms for Reading 
and Math. So far, the students have adjusted very well and are being very responsible.  All students will switch to another 
teacher at least once during the day. We hope this helps prepare them for their future at Norris. 
 

Once again the PTO has provided each 4th grade student with his/her own planner.  Students are learning how to plan 
their days and organize their responsibilities.  Learning to be more responsible and organized is always a big part of being 
a 4th grader.  Planning always has been, and always will be, a key component to individual success.  Thank you PTO for 
providing each student with this tool. 
 

We are looking forward to continued work with our new math series published by Saxon. We have seen 
great improvement with our math skills since we have implemented this  series. We also adopted a new 
Health curriculum for Norris Elementary School this year and we will be teaching our students how to 
make good healthy choices and stay safe. Our reading series is from Houghton Mifflin, we use a Ne-
braska Adventure social studies book, and a Houghton Mifflin- Discovery Works science text book. We 
are so blessed to have these great resources to help teach our students. 
 

Last but not least we are going to continue to become physically fit as a part of our school wide effort to increase physical 
activity. Every day 4th graders are doing different exercises during transition times during class. We are also learning about 
making good choices about the foods we eat.  We also offer a fresh fruit or vegetable each day for all Norris Elementary 
students to have for snack which helps keep our kids healthy and safe from food allergies! We are excited about another 
great start to the school year! 
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Pod 1 News...The biggest news in First Grade this year is a new teacher!  Miss Jessica Gress  joins us in room 106, replacing Mrs. 
Ellerbrake who moved to third grade.  Miss Gress went to Nebraska Wesleyan and did her student teaching in Wahoo.  We are so 
happy to have her as a part of our team. 
 

First Grade is a pivotal time when children can make some of the most dramatic growth in their academic career.  It is typically the 
year when reading begins to make sense and to watch this is truly phenomenal.  The early weeks are spent reviewing readiness skills 
and acquiring new sight words.  We put special emphasis on developing responsibility and independence with measureable results.  
Through much modeling and practice, they are increasing their stamina for reading and writing.  Our Saxon math series is offering 
exciting new ways to look at and think about learning.  Homework is introduced to increase long term memory of concepts and de-
velop good habits for the future.  It's exciting to see the progress students have already made.  

 

The first grade teachers work closely together to ensure similar experiences for all our students.  We are always eager to enlist volun-
teers who can give an hour of their time to help our students gain practice and confidence in reading.  If you would like to be a part of 
this, please contact your child's teacher. 

 

When it comes to supporting your child's learning, nothing compares to what you do at home.  We encourage 20 
minutes per day in some kind of shared reading experience.  Children can LEARN to read in school, but to learn to 
LOVE reading takes what only you can give. Curl up together with a good book and they will eventually associate 
the love they feel from you with a love of reading.  When you spend time reinforcing math homework and giving 
them reasons and opportunities to practice writing,  you not only improve their academic skills, but help them de-
velop a sense of  responsibility toward their own learning. 
 

Thank you to all of our first grade parents for helping us make the 1st quarter of this school year run so smoothly! 
 

Mrs. Kara Savage-Room 101, Mrs. Shannon Urbanovsky-Room 102, Mrs. Mila Wilcox -Room 103, Mrs. Vicki Miles- Room 104,    
Mrs. Cindy Braun- Room 105, Miss Jessica Gress- Room 106, and Mrs. Kerensa Rowley- Room 107 

Be Respectful, Be Responsible, Be Safe, Be Greedy 
Elementary Assistant Principal…Matt Rice 

That’s right; I said it, “Be Greedy.” Okay, so the first three are the preferred, and advertised, rules of choice here at Norris Ele-
mentary (Be Respectful, Be Responsible, Be Safe), but I have used the fourth to help sell students on the concept, and I just 
wanted to give an eye catching reason in hopes you might read on. I hope it worked. 
 

We have fantastic students here at Norris, and they are surrounded by wonderful parents and a fantastic 
staff. In looking at our school’s rules we are asking for your support in a positive way so that kids may bene-
fit from their actions. How can my kid benefit from being greedy you say? Well, in being greedy with respect, 
responsibility, and safety, your children are sure to reap the benefits! It’s okay to want friends. It’s okay to 
want people to trust you. It’s okay to want responsibility. It’s okay to want to respect yourself by making good 
choices and healthy decisions. Wanting these things is what I mean by being greedy. Now – how do you get 
those things? Just like when you want something from the store, you first have to have money to be able to 
get it. Same thing with respect, responsibility, and safety, you have to have something first before you can 
get the friends, the trust, the responsibility. 
 

Be Respectful…The more respect we show towards ourselves and toward others, the more respect we tend to get from our-
selves and others. This usually translates into more friends, more trust, more opportunities, and more success. Caring about oth-
ers and how they think and feel is a great way to show respect. Making others feel good about them is a great way to show re-
spect. Teaching kids to apologize and to confess their mistakes or inappropriate behavior helps children feel honest and not se-
cretive or burdened with hiding something. Modeling the use of please and thank-you with others is a great way to show respect. 
Letting your children see your gratitude for your many blessings will also help to build their humility. When students come to my 
office we really focus on the natural consequences of their choices. More often than not, we tie everything into respect, and how 
others might perceive them based on the choices that he/she has made. Worse than losing recess, or being grounded, is losing 
the respect and trust of our friends, family, and teachers. Respect is earned. Be greedy and respect everyone around you regard-
less of what they do to you or others. The respect will come back to you two fold. 
 

Be responsible…even when no one is looking. In fact, this is where we want to bridge the gap between school and home. It is 
one thing for our students to be responsible when they have the guidance and supervision of adults. It is another thing for our 
students to make these same decisions when we are not present. Work with your children to establish chores, routines, and re-
sponsibilities that will allow them to be successful. Set morning routines and bed time routines that help them to be responsible. I 
know at our house, I am more willing to let my 2nd grader stay up a little later reading, or looking at his baseball card collection, if 
he has put his pajamas on, used the bathroom, brushed his teeth, and laid out his clothes for the next day. Likewise, the next 
morning, our children that are up early, dressed early, and ready to go on their own, seem to have more time and freedom of 
choice at breakfast. Help your kids see the natural rewards of self-worth and the increase in freedom and responsibilities when 
responsible behaviors are displayed. 
 

Be safe…This one is easy, but not to be overlooked. I think all parents number one concern is their child’s safety. Please know 
that we share this same concern here at school. We want kids to feel safe at home, here at school, and wherever they may be. 
This too comes through modeling and communication. Talk to your kids about where they are, who they are with, and what they 
are doing. Talk to them also about plans of communicating to or with the right people (911, teacher, relative, siblings, friends, 
etc…) in a time of need. We try to empower students so that they can know how to act or respond in difficult situations. Be 
greedy with your safety, and surround yourself with respectful and responsible people! 
 

Have a great October! And, don’t forget to be greedy with your respect, responsibility and safety. This can also be a positive way 
to teach your child about good greed and its benefits. Send me an e-mail (matt.rice@nsdtitans.org) or give me a call if you have 
any questions/suggestions/etc…   
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Norris Elementary will hold an 
assembly in honor of all  

VETERANS!  
 

When: Monday, November12th  
Where: Norris HS Auditorium 
Time: 2:00 PM (a reception will be 
held before the assembly at 1:30 
 

Contact Bambie Gushard at  
791-0030 with any questions. 

 
 

  
 

 

2013-2014 Kindergarten Registration 
For your convenience, families of incoming Kindergarten students for the  

2013-2014 school year, may now register their child at the Kindergarten  

registration website: www.norris160.org/registration. 

NORRIS GIRLS’ BASKETBALL YOUTH LEAGUE 
Girls’ Basketball Youth League will be offered for 
girls currently in grades K-5.  The focus of the 
youth league will be to teach the basic fundamen-
tals of the game with some time set aside for con-
tests and games.  The varsity coaching staff, along 
with current high school girls’ basketball players 
will be coaching during each session.   
 

The registration fee is $30 and includes a T-Shirt. 
Registration forms will be sent home via Thursday folders in December or you 
may contact Coach Hagerman at 791-0020. 
 

Time Schedule: Grades K–5 (10:15–11:30) 
Youth League Dates: January 19th, January 26th, and February 2nd and 9th. 

 

NORRIS FFA  

2012 Holiday Sales  

 
The Norris FFA will be selling  

home-grown Poinsettias, 
Cheese, Sausage, and  

Butter Braids!   
 

2012 Holiday Sales  

will run from  
November 5th-19th with  

delivery on  
Dec13th and 14th. 

 

Note: Because of space limi-

tations due to construction 
on the high school shop 

area, we will not be selling 
fruit this year.  We will con-

tinue with fruit in 2013! 
 

    Thank you! 

    Norris FFA  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NORRIS ELEMENTARY AUTHOR VISIT 
Author and Illustrator David Biedrzycki will visit Norris Elementary on Friday, Oct 5, 

2012.  You can find more information about Mr. Biedrzycki and his books at   
http://www.davidbiedrzycki.com    

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=veterans
http://www.norris160.org/kdg
http://www.davidbiedrzycki.com/

