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From the Superintendent's Desk… Dr. John Skretta 

Welcome Spring: 
Well, the temps may not feel like it, but we have commenced the spring semester! I know I'm not alone in feeling that the 

first semester just flew by. It may have something to do with the fact that both Norris volleyball and football were playing 

in November this year. What an amazing fall semester we had – academically and in activities. Thanks for your support 

of our students and their efforts. If you're seeking a stellar Norris student performance, you won't have to look far in the 

coming few weeks. You may want to check out a show choir contest and see some choreography and vocal styling's 

that rival anything you'll catch on America's Got Talent – or, if instrumental music is more your flair, you'll definitely want 

to see the Winterguard in action. The drum line sounds like an army of John Bonham acolytes wailing away. 
 

Advanced Accreditation:  
The district has embarked upon a rigorous school improvement effort which requires your assistance as stakeholders. 

We invite parents to go to the following link and complete a stakeholder survey. We want to give the school district a 

true 360° perspective – meaning, we genuinely respect the input of all in ascertaining how we are doing.  Please use 

this link to complete the stakeholder survey which will require approximately 10 minutes of your time and give the school 

valuable insights into our performance and practices based on your perceptions. 
 

http://www.advanc-ed.org/survey/public/6585224 
 

Note- Please complete this survey once only, for the building of your oldest child. Thank you! 
 

Building Progress/Campus Construction: 
Construction on the new intermediate school and west HS wing continues to progress rapidly. As of this writing, the first 

classroom wing is getting into finish work – cabinetry and the dropped ceiling grid –  are nearing completion in this area. 

These will also be the next subsequent steps in the other areas as framing, dry walling, and other exciting evidence of 

progress continues to arrive and be installed on site. Through the outstanding work of our CM and diligence of our sub-

contractors, our students will be inhabiting an amazing new space for student learning in fall, 2013.  
 

Principals Assigned for 2013-2014: 
Our veteran principal Dr. Brandt will serve as the inaugural instructional leader for the new Norris Intermediate. Bob has 

been a stalwart school administrator since 1975, and the knowledge and experience he possesses are unparalleled. 

Current MS AP and special education director Mrs. Brenda Tracy will move to the PK – 2 principal position of Norris ele-

mentary. Brenda's exceptional knowledge in early childhood development and her keen awareness of how to meet the 

learning needs of a diverse range of learners will serve her school well. We are thrilled to have them both in these lead-

ership positions, and they will provide outstanding support to parents and teachers in promoting a great school atmos-

phere and furthering student learning for their buildings. 
 

Staffing Considerations for Next Year: 
We've had a number of people inquire about possible positions for next year. With the addition of the new building, we 

do anticipate some incremental increases in staffing – however, for the most part, regular teaching positions remain 

what they are. Grade level teachers are assigned, and, fortunately, Norris is a faculty that has lots of stability and very 

little turnover. The areas that will most likely be impacted our specials (music, art, and PE). 
 

State Legislature: 
Norris school board members joined me in attending the recent  NASB legislative issues conference where school board 

members from throughout the state learned about pending legislation and bill proposals from our state senators as well 

as the governor's priorities in education. Your school board members understand Norris provides a great learning envi-

ronment by equipping our teachers and students with the necessary resources while we monitor the bottom-line to en-

sure efficiency in the use of tax dollars. Our board members will continue to be articulate and thoughtful advocates for 

quality public education policy at the state and local levels. They embrace the challenge and opportunity of working with 

the diverse unicameral to ensure K – 12 schools are a top priority in this session.  
 

http://www.advanc-ed.org/survey/public/6585224
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 From the desk of the Assistant Superintendent. . . Brian Maschmann 

As the New Year begins so do new challenges.  The construction on the new 3-5 building and the high school addition are 
going according to plan.  It still amazes me that last year at this time were informing the public of our needs for the district’s 
increasing population.  Now we have a fully enclosed 65,000 square foot building and an addition that will be completed this 
summer.  The changes and challenges to the campus have promoted growth in the district.  Our elementary building is now at 
800 students.  This is the number one reason for passing the bond issue.  Thank you for your commitment to the district’s 
needs. 
 

Another challenge school districts are faced with is the financial strain the State of Nebraska is working  through in the legis-
lature.  As law makers revisit the state aid formula they are trying to manage the growing needs in education, human services, 
and road maintenance.  The fact is the total amount of aid to these areas will not increase, but will be moved from one to an-
other.  The Norris School District could lose approximately $500,000 to $1,000,000 in State Aid.  This is due to two differ-
ence allowances in the State Aid formula.  The Class Size Allowance is given to schools that maintain a kindergarten-third 
grade classroom size between 10-20 students per room.  Norris currently received $1,134,202 for the Class Size Allowance.  
Another area of State Aid is the Teacher Education Allowance.  This allowance provides the school districts with additional 
funds if they have teachers in the district who have their Master degree or higher.  Norris receives $1,105,900 for this allow-
ance.  These two allowances many not be considered in next year’s State Aid formula.  On a positive note, Norris will see 
additional dollars in the formula due to opening a new building and capitalizing on the new school allowance.  It is very diffi-
cult to tell how our state aid will end up, but the end result doesn’t look like an increase. 
 

Security of all school districts across the national has become a focal point since the shooting that 
took place at Sandy Hook Elementary School in Connecticut.  Our hearts go out to the school and 
community of New Town.  A tragedy like this makes us think about our own school’s safety.  Nor-
ris has taken additional precautions to maintain and ensure a safe school. 

 All doors are locked except for the main entrances where all visitors enter each building and 
check into the office. 

 Door codes which allowed students access have been changed to only allow staff to enter. 

 Every year we have two safety and security inspections of our campus by trained professionals. 

 The Norris School Board is committed to increasing our county sheriff school resource officer hours next year. 

 The new intermediate building will have a card security system to enter the building.  The main entrance will remain 
locked and visitors must use the audio and video systems in the front vestibule to enter the building.  We plan to phase 
this in campus-wide. 

 

We will continue to evaluate and re-evaluate the security of our district.  Norris does strive to and always will provide a safe 
place for learning. 
 

Have a great second semester! 

 

To Dr. Skretta for being named the  
Region I Superintendent of  the Year! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wishes to thank new mentor Kellie James and Ron Drury for their dedication to their Mentees.   

Come join us and help a young person. 

For more information contact:  maryann.franken@nsdtitans.org 
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Summer Driver Education Course Offered 
There will be a meeting on Wednesday, April 3rd, in the High School Multi-purpose room, at 7:45 a.m., for 
those interested in taking Summer Driver Education here at Norris.  The purpose of the meeting will be to pro-
vide information and to answer questions about the program.  It is most important that all students inter-
ested in the course attend this meeting!  Parents are also invited to attend the meeting. 
 

Summer Driver Education is open to all Norris students who are 14 or older before the first class (May 28th).  
The class will be limited to 60 students once again this year, as well as four alternates.  The classroom portion will run from Tues-
day, May 28th through Friday, June 7th.  The class will run from 8:30-11:30 a.m. each day, and will be held in the High School Multi-
purpose room.  Since there will only be nine classes, students are expected to attend every class. 
 

NOTE:  This class will satisfy requirements for the Nebraska law dealing with the Provisional Operator’s Permit (P.O.P.).  Success-
ful completion of this course will waive the 50 hours of driving with parents.  There are no Norris academic credits given for this 
course. 
 

It is important to note the course is NOT complete on June 7th- just the Classroom portion.  The Driving portion of the course will 
begin as soon as possible after the first class, and run until each student has driven six hours.  Students will be placed into groups of 
three, and drive for six 3-hour sessions.  This will include the driving exam on the final lesson for the student to receive their Provi-
sional Operator’s Permit (P.O.P.). This may included driving on some Saturdays.  Driving schedules for each student will be ar-
ranged during the first class (May 28th), and students will be grouped by conflicts they have from the end of school through June.  We 
will need most of the month of June to complete everyone’s driving, but hopefully we will be finished with everyone’s driving  by June 
20th.  Thus, we need students to reserve most or all of this time if they plan to take the course.  Since we will not be driving on 
Memorial Day (Monday, May 27th), we will finish most groups’ driving in the middle of a week.  So, we will need two consecutive 
weeks free in order to get students through their driving.  We will try to work around sport camps here at Norris, but if students have 
too many conflicts during this time, it is strongly suggested they do not sign up for the course.   
 

The cost of the course this year will be $250.00.  Students are asked NOT to bring any money with them to the April 3rd meeting.  
They will be instructed at this meeting where and when to pay their money.  Once students are signed up for the course, there 
will be a couple of additional meetings.  Students and parents are asked to check the school bulletin e-mails for meeting 
information so they won’t miss those meetings.   
 

If anyone has any questions, please call coordinator John Votta at (402) 525-5280, or e-mail him at:  jvotta@neb.rr.com. 

mailto:jvotta@neb.rr.com
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=drivers+education&view=detail&id=09602162F6F9386035C7FAED525EBF922BD134DA&first=0&FORM=IDFRIR
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From the High School Office …Ryan Ruhl, Principal and Charlie Hutzler, Asst. Principal 

School Safety: 
One of the factors that helps students perform better in school is the measure of how safe students feel in their learning 
environment. Whether in class or around campus, we are utilizing the resources we have to foster a safe and welcoming 
environment for our students. Staff visibility in the hallways is a high priority. Students see that caring adults are always 
nearby. Teachers do an excellent job of monitoring peer-to-peer interactions and address behaviors that approach bully-
ing. Recently, we have made some changes that improve our campus-wide security during the school day. Some of 
these changes may be viewed as a loss of conveniences, but the adaptations to live with these changes are minor com-
pared to the overall benefits to our students. Thank you for your understanding, and for your partnership in making Nor-
ris a safe campus that is a point of pride for our community. 

 

Good Study Habits: 
1.  How you approach studying matters 
Too many people look at studying as a necessary task, not an enjoyment or opportunity to learn. 
That’s fine, but researchers have found that how you approach something matters almost as much as 
what you do. Being in the right 
mindset is important in order to study smarter. 
2.  Where you study is important 

A lot of people make the mistake of studying in a place that really isn’t conducive to concentrating. A place with a lot of 
distractions makes for a poor study area. If you try and study in your room, for instance, you may find the computer, TV,  
or more interesting things than the reading material you’re trying to digest. 
3. Bring everything you need, nothing you don’t 
4. Outline and rewrite your notes 
Most people find that keeping to a standard outline format helps them boil information down to its most basic compo-
nents. People find that connecting similar concepts together makes it easier to remember when the exam comes 
around. The important thing to remember in writing outlines is that an outline only words as a learning tool when it is in 
Your own words and structure. 
5.  Use memory games (mnemonic devices) 
Memory games, or mnemonic devices, are methods for remembering pieces of information using a simple association 
of common words. Most often people string together words to form a nonsense sentence that is easy to remember. The 
first letter of each word can be used to stand for something else – the piece of information you’re trying to remember. 
6.  Practice by yourself or with friends 
The old age adage, practice makes perfect, is true. You can practice by yourself by testing yourself with either practice 
exams, past quizzes, or flash cards (depending what kind of course it is and what’s available). If a practice exam isn’t 
available, you can make one up for yourself and your classmates (or find someone who will). 
7.  Make a schedule you can stick to 
Too many people treat studying as the thing to do when you get around to it or have some spare time. But if you sched-
ule study time just as your class time is scheduled, you’ll find it becomes much less of a hassle in the long run. Instead 
of last-minute cramming sessions, you’ll be better prepared because you haven’t put off all the studying into one 12-hour 
marathon. Spending 30 or 60 minutes every day you have a class studying for that class before or after is a lot easier 
and will allow you to actually learn more of the material. 
8.  Take breaks (and rewards!) 
Because so many people view studying as a chore or task, it’s human nature to avoid it. If, however, you find rewards to 
help reinforce what you’re doing, you may be pleasantly surprised by the change you may find in your attitude over time. 
9.  Keep healthy and balanced 
It’s hard to live a balanced life while in school, I know. But the more balance you seek out in your life, the easier every 
component in your life becomes. If you spend all of your time focusing on a relationship or a game, you can see how 
easy it is to be out of balance. When you’re out of balance, the things you’re not focusing on – such as studying – be-
come that much harder. Don’t spend all of your time studying – have friends, keep in touch with your family, and find  
Interests outside of school that you can pursue and enjoy. 
10. Know what the expectations are for the class 
 

Don’t forget to learn! 
Studying isn’t just about passing an exam, as most students look at it as. Studying is an effort to actually learn things, 
some of which you might actually care about. So while you’ll have to take your share of classes that have little or nothing 
to do with your interests, you should still look for interesting things to take away from every experience. 
 

Grohol, J. (2006). 10 Highly Effective Study Habits. Psych Central. Retrieved on January 10, 2013, from  
http://psychcentral.com/lib/2006/top-10-most-effective-study-habits/ 

http://psychcentral.com/lib/2006/top-10-most-effective-study-habits/
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Student Council finished 2012 celebrating the season and sponsoring crazy dress up days for all staff and students at 
NHS. This spirit week preceded our Winter Snowball Dance, December 14th. The Norris Student Council is excited to 
do a few different activities this winter.  On February 26th, many of the students in our council are going to Lincoln High 
for a District 6 Student Council convention where we will learn about leadership, listen to speakers, work on our group 
leadership qualities and discuss new policies in surrounding schools. We also get to experience some community ser-
vice projects that day, serving others in the Lincoln community. We plan to visit 2-3 non-profits in the area and lend our 
services for the day. Some of our students will be going to NorthStar High School for a student swap. Experiences like 
this help Norris StuCo in evaluating what we want to do at and for Norris High School, how we can handle certain stu-
dent situations with our students, and how we can better what great things we have at NHS.   
 

Students of our council have also been busy fundraising.  At the Norris vs. Beatrice game, we raised nearly $500 for the 
Nebraska Make-A-Wish Foundation. Make-A-Wish is the state Organization which all chapters contribute at some point 
during the year. 
 

Student Council has been working hard and having fun by helping Norris become an even more successful school than 
it already is, and we look forward to continue helping our school, district, and state. 
 

Submitted by Chloe Jenkins, Secretary; President, Nicole Pelini; VP Makayla Doolittle; State VP and District VP Jacob 
Lambert; PR Christina Stai; Fundraising Jared Kaser; New Student Leader Jade Reno, and Newscast Coordinator Meg 
Gratopp. 

 

The Norris 7th and 8th Grade Talent 
Show will be held Monday, March 
11th, in the high school auditorium at 
7:00 PM.  There is no admission 
charge for the show.   
 

Tryouts will be the last week of February in the Middle 
School choir room and a signup sheet will be outside Mr. 
Price's door (MS 401).  A good variety of acts are needed, 
including masters of ceremonies.   
 

Contact Mr. Price at tom.price@nsdtitans.org  

NORRIS ADMINISTRATORS 
Dr. John Skretta, Superintendent         791-0000 
Brian Maschmann, Assistant Superintendent     791-0000 
Ryan Ruhl, High School Principal           791-0010 
Charlie Hutzler, Asst. HS Principal    791-0010 
Greg Hardin, Athletic Director     791-0010 
Mary Jo Rupert, MS Principal            791-0020 
Brenda Tracy, Asst MS Principal/Sp Ed Adm       791-0020 
Dr. Robert Brandt, Elementary Principal   791-0030 
Matt Rice, Assistant Elementary Principal       791-0030 

“Support your Norris Music Department by becoming a Noteworthy Patron” 
Your contributions directly support the Mission of the Norris Music Boosters,  

and will be recognized as a donation in the following tiers: 

$1 - $49             

$50 - $99          

$100 - $249   

$250 - $499    

$500 and up   
Your Donation Amount: $_____________Make checks payable to: Norris Music Boosters 
Name(s) 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Email  
______________________________________________________________________________ 
For questions or to submit completed forms, contact: 

Monty Scheele 
President – Norris Music Boosters 

702 Maple Court 
Hickman, NE  68372 

montyscheele@gmail.com 

mailto:tom.price@nsdtitans.org
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=school+talent+show&view=detail&id=6E935003FA70EE50CADDFB28BAD59996A54A4B6D&first=0&FORM=IDFRIR
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Did You Know? 
In a survey of Lancaster County youth in 2010 the following reported done these activities 30 days or less from when the 
survey was conducted… 

 23.5% of 10th graders and 34.4% of 12th graders reported using alcohol. 

 13.2% of 10th graders and 23.4% of 12 graders reported binge drinking (more than five drinks in a row). 

 8.4% of 10th graders and 15.9% of 12th graders reported using marijuana. 

 2.4% of 10th graders and 5.4% of 12th graders reported using prescription drugs not prescribed to them.  

 1.9% of 10th graders and 10.8% of 12th graders reported driving under the influence of alcohol. 
(Source: Nebraska Rise and Protective Factors Student Survey, 2010) 
 

Creating a POSITIVE community RESPONSE to underage drinking and other substance 
abuse ISSUES. 
The Norris C.A.R.E.S. Community Group works to keep our community and school a 
safe and healthy place to live through strategies like Safe Homes directory, “We Want You 
Back” prom cards, Red Ribbon Week resources, and drug and alcohol education for par-
ents and guardians like Town hall meetings, trainings, and networking.  Please join us at 
one of our monthly meetings, held the first Thursday of the month at 7:30 PM in the Middle School Media Center.   

For more information, contact Jill McEntarffer @ (402) 791-0020 in the Norris MS office or at 
jill.mcentarffer@nsdtitans.org 

INFORMATION FOR FALL 2013 ENROLLMENT:  KINDERGARTEN AND 7TH GRADE REQUIREMENTS: Appointments for 
physical examinations fill more quickly due to the length of the appointment.  Please consider calling to make your appoint-
ments now. 
Kindergarten Enrollment 

 a record of a physical examination done by a physician or his/her physician’s assistant or nurse practitioner during the 6 

months prior to the start of the school year. 

 a record of a vision exam for internal/external eye health, strabismus, amblyopia, and acuity during the 6 months prior to 

the start of the school year. This can be done by an eye practitioner or by your physician but all aspects of eye health 
must be covered during the exam. 

 a record of immunizations received and  required by Nebraska for school enrollment.  Please check with your doctor about 

required vaccines or call your school health office.  The Norris Immunization Record on the school web site also contains 
a list of required vaccines on the second page of the form. 

7th Grade Enrollment 

 a record of a physical examination done by a physician or his/her physician’s assistant or nurse practitioner during the 6 

months prior to the start of the school year.  (7th graders cannot participate in the school-offered athletic physical exams) 

 for 7
th
 grade athletics—please schedule the physical exam for on or after May 1

st
, 2013 and make certain that the physical 

exam record indicates that the student has been cleared for athletics 

 record of additional immunizations required for 7th grade enrollment. Please check with your doctor about required vac-

cines or call your school health office.  The Norris Immunization Record on the school web site also contains a list of re-
quired vaccines on the second page of the form. 

Waivers of Physical Exam and Vaccines:  If you prefer that your child not  receive the physical or vision exam required for 
enrollment, you do have the right to waive this examination by submitting a written objection to the school prior to enrollment.  
Immunizations can only be waived for medical or religious reasons.  Waiver forms are available in health offices. 
Financial Assistance for Physical Examinations and Vision Exams, Vaccines: 
1. Vision USA , a program offered by the American Optometric Association, provides a free comprehensive vision exam for 

uninsured low-income families.  Eyewear (glasses only) is sometimes provided at no/reduced cost.  The Vision USA Pro-
gram can be contacted at 1-800-766-4466 or by finding the link at www.aoa.org under the Public Health section. 

2. Nebraska Foundation for Children’s Vision has a list of resources for eye exams under the resources link on the web-
page which is found at www.nechildrensvision.org 

3. VSP Sight for Students Program offers a free vision exam and eye glasses and is available for children from uninsured 
low-income families who also meet specific criteria including family income at no more than 200% of poverty level, no vi-
sion insurance or Medicaid, student being 18 years of age or younger and not graduated from school, child or parent be-
ing a United States citizen or a documented immigrant with a social security number, and no use of the program for 12 
months.  Contact Kathy Osborn RN at 791-0030, ext. 2691  with questions. 

4. A Child Vaccine Clinic and a Medical Clinic is available at Lincoln Lancaster County Health Department for children of 
low income and uninsured families.  Call 441-8065 for further information, or check the LLCHD website. 

5. Peoples City Mission offers clinic services for low-income families.  Services include medical and dental care, eye ex-
ams, and physicals.  Call 817-0980 for information about the services and appointments. 

6. The Peoples Health Center also offers care where fee depends on income.  Call 476-1455 or see www.phclincoln.org for 
information. 

http://www.aoa.org/
http://www.nechildrensvision.org/
http://www.phclincoln.org/
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GIRLS SOCCER 
GRADES 9-12 

Season Begins February 25th 
Equipment needed: Shin guards; 

Soccer Cleats; Navy and White Soc-
cer socks (2 pairs); Indoor tennis 
shoes (regular court shoe will do). 
 

Please have Physical, Insurance 
Card, and participation fee com-
pleted by February 25th or you won’t 
be able to try out. 

 

If you have questions,  
Please contact Coach Rice @ 

scott.rice@nsdtitans.org 
 
 
 

 

NORRIS BASEBALL 
T-SHIRTS 

Norris Baseball shirts are now avail-
able! K-5 students will receive an or-
der form in their Thursday folder. Or-
der forms for middle school and high 
school will be located in their respec-
tive offices.  If you would like an elec-
tronic order form please e-mail:   

jason.cullison@nsdtitans.org  

Norris Football 
Camp  

Camp for football play-
ers currently in Grades 3-7 and 
will be held May 8, 9, and 10th 
from 3:45-5:45 PM at Norris.  

 

Football camp for players who 
will be in grades 9-12 in the fall 
of 2013 will be July 8th-11th 
from 9:30 AM to Noon at Norris. 
 

More information on football 
camps will be available in the 
spring, but I wanted to make 
those interested aware of the 
dates. 
 

Camps will be conducted by 
Coach Jacobsen, Norris football 
staff, and Norris HS football 
players. 

From the office of the Athletic Director - Greg Hardin 
 

Important Upcoming Events/Dates 
EMC Girls/Boys Basketball Tournament @ Highest Seeded Sites 

January 21-25 
EMC Wrestling Tournament @ Gretna 

February 2nd 
Conference Diving/Swimming @ Ralston High School 

February 8th & 9th 
NSAA District Wrestling Tournament @ Nebraska City 

February 8th & 9th 
NSAA State Wrestling Tournament @ Omaha Century Link Center 

February 14, 15, and 16 
NSAA State Diving/Swimming @ Devaney Sports Center Lincoln 

February 21, 22, and 23 
NSAA District Girls Basketball Tournament @ TBA 

February 19, 21, and 22 
NSAA District Boys Basketball Tournament @ TBA 

February 23, 25, and 26 
NSAA State Girls Basketball Tournament @ Devaney Sports Center Lincoln - 

February 28th, March 1, and 2 
NSAA State Boys Basketball Tournament @ Devaney Sports Center Lincoln - 

March 7, 8, and 9 

Norris Tennis News 
 

*REQUIRED tennis sign-up** 
Coach Koening’s room 

February 4-8th 
 

*Pre-season conditioning* 
February 11th-22nd  

 

*Pre-season meeting* 
February 19th @ 3:45 PM  

OR  
February 20th @ 7:45 AM 

 

*Tryouts and practice begins* 
February 25th 

The Norris Trap Team season is approaching quickly.  
 

Norris Trap Team is open to all students from 6th grade through 
12th grade.  6th graders are allowed to join the Trap Team and 
practice at the Trap Range but are not allowed to compete in 
Season competitions.  Anyone who wants to join must have com-
pleted a Hunter Safety Education Course issued by the Nebraska 
Game and Parks Commission or other State’s governing Game 
Commission before being allowed on the team. 
 

Practice will start February 19th for Jr. High Members and February 20th for HS 
Members.  There will be a new member orientation at the Trap Range at 4:00 on 
Feb. 14th and 15th.  All new members are required to come to one of the two 
dates.   

If  there are any questions about Trap Team, please call Keith Brunkow  
at (402) 791-0034, (402) 440-9049, or  

email me at: keith.brunkow@nsdtitans.org       

 
 
 

 
 
 

“Intelligence plus character- 
That is the goal of true education.” 

~Martin Luther King Jr. 
 

NORRIS ASSOCIATION OF  
EDUCATORS 

mailto:jason.cullison@nsdtitans.org
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=football+camp&view=detail&id=342CAFAA0BF8F1B8D1C5C31B21B3D269C110C5DA&first=0&FORM=IDFRIR
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=tennis&view=detail&id=0F87D9760CA2707159E284758C1B01AD5DB7BB4D&first=0&FORM=IDFRIR
mailto:keith.brunkow@norris160.org
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=trap+team&view=detail&id=C0E21EC5587E13DD0809D7E16FFF802DF39A021E&first=61&FORM=IDFRIR


GEORGE NORRIS SCHOOL NEWSLETTER Page 8 

From The Middle School Principal...Mary Jo Rupert  and Asst Principal...Brenda Tracy 

Student Led Conferences at Norris Middle School  
Student led conferences are scheduled for February 22nd and 28th at the middle school.  You will receive notification a 
week or so prior to conferences indicating the date and time of your conference along with the classroom your student’s 
conference will be conducted. Each conference session will be scheduled for 30 minutes. 

 

Why Student-Led Conferences? 
Student involvement in the student-led conference format encourages students to take an active role in 
their learning, motivates students to take more ownership for their work and allows students to see their 
progress over time.  This format encourages students, parents and teachers to openly communicate as 
equal partners about student achievement while enhancing students' oral communication skills and 
build self-confidence.  As students move from elementary to middle school, it is important that they 
learn how to assume more responsibility for their learning.  Student-led conferences assist students in 
the development of this responsibility.   
 

What Can Parents Expect at Student-Led Conference? 
Although each grade-level conducts their student-led conferences a little differently, prior to the conference, all students 
will have spent considerable time working with their teachers in preparation for their student-led conference.  Students will 
be taught how to select work samples and how to evaluate their work in order to determine their strengths and weak-
nesses.  The samples will be collected in a portfolio and shared with you at your student’s conference.   Students will prac-
tice presenting each portfolio piece in order to effectively communicate how each sample reflects their learning progress.  
This process serves to not only inform parents but also requires students to reflect on their work and articulate what they 
have learned and why the learning is important.   
 

Your student will also talk to you about their work habits.  This may include a self-assessment and/or a teacher assess-
ment. This assessment helps them to recognize the relationship between their work habits and their learning progress.  
Students will also  present their mid-year MAP scores and compare them to their fall scores.  They will be expected to ar-
ticulate what the scores mean, what growth they have made, and what growth goal they are targeting for their spring MAP 
test results.     
 

As your student shares their work, you may want to ask questions such as: 
What can you tell me about this assignment? 
What did you learn from this assignment and why is this learning important?   
What skills did you have to use in order to complete this assignment? 
What would you do next time to improve your work? 
What goals have you set and how can I help you meet your goals?   

 

What Does the Student-Led Conference Look Like? 
The conference will be conducted in one of your student’s classrooms.  Two or three other students will be in the class-
room presenting their conference to their parents at the same time.  Your student’s teachers will be moving from room to 
room and be available to address your questions or concerns.  If after attending the student-led conference you wish to 
schedule an appointment to speak privately with a teacher, please feel free to let that teacher know. 
 

We believe that student-led conferences are an important experience for all students and hope that all parents will partici-
pate.  If you are unable to attend the conference, please contact one of your student’s teachers.  They will send the portfo-
lio home so the student-led conference can be conducted at home.  Your student has spent considerable time in prepara-
tion for this conference and we don’t want you, or your student, to miss this experience.  Your role is critical to the success 
of these conferences.  Thank you for your participation in your child’s student-led conference. 
 

WE NEED YOUR INPUT! 
While attending Student-Led Conferences, we invite you and your student to stop by the computer lab to complete a sur-
vey for School Improvement purposes.  This survey is to collect your input about our school, letting us know your degree of 
satisfaction and where improvement is needed.  Your anonymous responses to this survey will be collected, tabulated and 
used as important data for School Improvement purposes.  The survey should take 5-10 minutes.  Staff will be available to 
direct you through the process.  Your participation is appreciated. 
 

PBIS TERRIC TITAN AWARDS 
The following students were recognized a for their demonstrations of responsibility and respect.  Congratulations! 
5th grade---Cyanne Heusinkvelt, Devin Klein, Chanasie Ziemann, Zane Leyden, Olivia Ozenbaugh, Taylyn Petsche, Ai-
dan Oerter, Grant Franken 
6th grade--Nicole Rucobaclark, Gavin Dowding, Emily Nelson, Simon Johnson, Blake Johnson 
7th grade--Ben Hohensee, Jacob Schmidt, Rylie Bryant, Andrew Hiller, Lindsey Pressler 
8th grade--Jack Wyrick, Michael Anderson, Alexa Knudsen, Malena Brotherson, Sydney Wilkinson 
 
DANCE for 7th & 8th Graders 
The 7th and 8th grade student senate members are hosting a dance for their classmates on Friday, February 8 from 7 – 9 
p.m. at the middle school.  The cost of admission is $5, payable at the door or before school the week prior.  The party for 
grades 5th and 6th graders is scheduled for Friday, April 12.  
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Bob Brandt, Elementary Principal 

THE IMPORTANCE OF PARENTS HELPING YOUR CHILD TO SUCCEED AT NORRIS 
We hear and read about how children are performing below school expectations in reading and math. Everyone needs 
to support these youth. Families and schools can help close this gap by providing additional amounts of learning time for 
children during the school day and outside the school day, as well as outside the school year. Extended time learning 
will increase vocabulary and sharpen the skills and behaviors necessary to be more confident and succeed as compe-
tent, future citizens. 
 

The Norris School District has recognized the need to provide more to support birth to 5 year-old education. The District 
was approved for a Pre-School grant to increase the number of eligible students served. Criteria for selection in the 
grant includes children with a low birth weight; children whose parents were young at the time of the child’s birth; limited 
English speaking families; and low income families. Students in the preschool develop learning skills and enthusiasm for 
school that will narrow the achievement gap for them now, while they are attending K-12, and for the rest of their school 
days. The Norris School District has learned that the most cost effective way is to provide assistance between birth and 
age five to diminish low achievement as students progress through high school. 

 

Joe Queenan strongly recommends that one way to increase one’s life status is to spend time reading. 
He states, “If you are born poor, you’d better start reading.” Large amounts of reading from a variety of 
sources is the surest route to lifetime success. Literate individuals have more control over their future 
plans. All intellectual powers and success depend on reading. Reading is the most important skill in 
school as it provides the foundation for success in all other subjects combined. 
 

Parent involvement is the number one predictor of early literacy success.  Important are daily adult/child reading time 
and having books in the home. Increasing time reading can assist any child/student. Whether your child is in a pre-
school, at home, or enrolled at Norris – increase time reading with your child. Read to your child OR read together. 
 

Strategies for helping your reading success include:  
-Point to each word on the page as you read, 

-Read the title and ask you child to predict what the story is about, 
-Take picture walks before, during, and after reading the book, 

-Model fluency and speaking emphasis, 
-Ask your child questions after reading a story or book - what happened in the story; who is in the story; what 

happened first, next; predict what might happen next, etc. 
 

THANK YOU for doing YOUR PART to help YOUR CHILD come to Norris PREPARED and READY to continue to learn. 

PARENTS OF KINDERGARTENERS ORIENTATION AND PREVIEW SESSIONS 
Parents of children of the 2013-2014 Kindergarten class are invited to attend an orientation session Thursday, February 
21, 2013 at 7:00 PM in the Norris High School Auditorium.  The Kindergarten staff will describe the Norris Kindergarten 
program and answer questions.  Parents are encouraged to bring birth certificates and health records.  Additional immuni-
zations and a physical exam may not be completed yet, so you may not have all of the records. 
 

Parents will have the opportunity to select a preview session to attend that evening for either Tuesday, April 30 or 
Wednesday, May 1.  There will be four sessions from which a parent may choose from until a session fills.  Bring your 
personal calendar with you as you will be asked to select the one Preview Session your child will attend.  Preview Ses-
sions are: 
  Tuesday, April 30           9:00-11:00 AM                  Wednesday, May 1             9:00-11:00 AM 

  Tuesday, April 30           12:30-2:30 PM                   Wednesday, May 1            12:30 – 2:30 PM           

Kindergarten 2013-2014 
To ensure that we have your child’s paperwork ready for this year’s Parent Orien-
tation, please have your child registered by Friday, February 8, 2013! 
 

Invitations for attending Parent Orientation will be mailed on February 13th.  If your 
child will be five years old on or before July 31, 2013, you may register your child for 
Kindergarten by going online.  The website is www.norris160.org/registration.  You may 
call the Norris Elementary School at (402) 791-0030 if you do not have Internet access. 
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ATTENTION PARENTS: 

Support Our School 
Watch for the Great American/QSP 
Magazine Sales Flyer in Thursday 
folders in March.  Sales benefit the 
Elementary School library! 
 

If you would like to renew or buy a 
new subscription you can visit the 

NEW website: 
www.GASCHOOLSTORE.com 

 

Our Norris School code is 2507333 

Camp Invention Announcement 
 

Due to scheduling conflicts this summer, we won't be having Camp Inven-
tion.  We are planning to bring it back to Norris for the summer of 
2014!  Thank you to everyone who has participated in the past - we hope to 
see you in 2014. 
 

If you have any questions, please contact melissa.wesch@nsdtitans.org 
 

 
 

 

Norris SkillsUSA  
     Titan attire is on sale at:  

https://sites.google.com/a/
nsdtitans.org/skillsusa/titan 

ATTENTION juniors and sophomores interested in practicing math for 
the ACT Test... 
 

Mr. Price will be conducting 5 practice sessions  
before the April 13th ACT test.   
The best part:  they are FREE!   

 

The tentative schedule is for five Mondays:   
February 25th, March 4th, March 18th, March 25th, and April 8th   

 

Time would be 7:00 PM to 8:30 PM in Mr. Price's room, MS 401.  We 
will be going over tips and strategies to getting a better score on the 
math part of the ACT by going over old practice tests.   

 

Questions?   
Email Mr. Price at tom.price@nsdtitans.org 

30th Annual Animal Run, a VOICE NEWS benefit for the Hickman Area 

Community Foundation Fund to build a Reading & Historical Centre 
 

The 30th Annual Animal Run, a VOICE NEWS benefit for the Hickman Area Community Foun-

dation Fund to build a Reading & Historical Centre will be held snow or shine on Sat. Feb. 2 at 

10 AM starting in front of the independent weekly newspaper office  in downtown Hickman, 

NE.  A 2 mile run/walk and a 5K race is the beginning race of the year for many Nebraska and 

central states runners who are invited to bring their dogs along for the run. However, the Animal 

Run was originally started 30 years ago because Bill and Linda Bryant,  VOICE NEWS publish-

ers, thought people who ran in all kinds of weather were just “Animals”.   
 

Go to voicenewsnebraska.com to download a registration form or call 402-792-2255 for more information. 

Upcoming  
Nebraska Community Blood Bank  

Drive dates at Norris: 
 

Wednesday, February 20th  
10:30 AM to 4 PM 

Tuesday, April 23rd  
10:30 AM to 4 PM 

 

Call Becky O’Connor at 402-791-0010 or 
email at becky.oconnor@nsdtitans.org  

to schedule a donation time. 
 

Be the TYPE that gives! 

SCIENCE FAIR! 
 

Please join us for this years  
Elementary Science Fair.   

 

Everyone is Invited!  
 

Come join the fun at the  
21st Norris Elementary Science Fair on  

Friday, March 15th 
 

Set-up 6-6:30 PM and Displays 6:30-7:30 PM 
 
 

mailto:melissa.wesch@nsdtitans.org
mailto:tom.price@nsdtitans.org
http://voicenewsnebraska.com/
tel:402-792-2255
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Welcome to Second Grade!   
Here are just a few of the exciting things 
happening in pod two!    
 

Reading and Writing 
Second grade students are read-
ing.  Students are given a variety of ways 
to practice reading skills on a daily ba-
sis.  The school wide reading series, 
Houghton Mifflin, provides a student an-
thology of grade level stories, individual 
phonics readers to focus on specific 
phonics skills, leveled reading books for 
small group practice, and paper back 
books based on the theme for the 
unit.  Students also practice reading in 
the format of poetry, choral reading, part-
ner reading, reader’s theatre, and small 
group reading.  Literature books are inte-
grated into the series to accompany the 
theme of the unit.   
 

Students are provided with take home 
books at an appropriate instructional level 
to practice reading skills at home.  The 
goal for students is to read at least 2 of 
these books at home each week.  These 
books cover a wide variety of topics, in-
cluding fiction, biographies, science and 
social studies information.   
 

Second graders spend part of each morn-
ing in a skills group working on one of the 
5 components of reading including; vo-
cabulary, fluency, comprehension, spell-
ing/phonics, and writing.  Houghton Mifflin 
maintains a good website, available to 
both teachers and families.  The address 
is www.eduplace.com. 
 

Second Graders Are Writing 
Students practice the process of writing 
personal narrative stories. They work on 
brainstorming ideas into a rough draft, 
revising for clearer detail, editing, and 
publishing the story.  These writing skills 
will continue to be built and reinforced 
throughout their education at Norris. 

 

Second Grade Math 
Second graders love math. Students 
have daily instruction based on the Norris 
math program Saxon Math.  During a 
typical school day, we have The Meeting, 
where we practice a variety of math skills 
such as using a calendar, continuing pat-
terns, reading a thermometer and re-
cording the temperature, telling time, 
counting money and writing fact families. 
We also have Fact Practice where we 
work on our addition and subtraction facts 
using flash cards, wrap-ups, and fact 
sheets.  A New Concept is presented 
each day, then reviewed and practiced in 
succeeding lessons. Every day, students 
take home a fact practice and a written 
practice homework sheet, which needs to 
be checked at home by parents or guardi-
ans, then returned to school the next day.  

Every fifth day we have a fact assess-
ment and a written assessment.  In 
addition, children are given an oral as-
sessment every 10 days.  
 

Science, Social Studies, and Health 
Second graders are natural scientists. 
Students are provided with learning 
opportunities in these curricular areas in 
a wide variety of settings.  Lessons that 
are tied to the Nebraska State Stan-
dards are presented to students, within 
individual classrooms, as well as inte-
grated with stories the students are 
reading from the Houghton Mifflin Se-
ries.  Video resources are also used 
which reinforce the standards.  Another 
part of our curriculum is the Scholastic 
News magazine.  The weekly publica-
tions are a rich source of information 
and photographs of current events, 
science, and health topics.  These are 
also correlated with the state and na-
tional standards for reading, science, 
and social studies.  This year the Great 
Body Shop Health curriculum has been 
implemented. 
 

Cold Weather Reminders 
We truly appreciate parental help in 
seeing that their children are well pre-
pared for the winter months by provid-
ing warm, appropriate clothing for both 
indoor and outdoor activities.  We are 
encouraging students to listen to the 
weather and to start being responsible 
for having the proper attire, but gentle 
reminders from parents are always 
helpful.  Also, remember to toss those 
hats, gloves, mittens and scarves into 
the laundry on the weekends.  They can 
start smelling pretty funky when they 
are constantly getting wet and being 
stuffed in backpacks and coat sleeves. 
 

201-Mrs. Strain, 202-Mrs. Bade,  
203-Mrs. Schmidt, 204-Mrs. Jensen, 
205-Mrs. Wubbels, 206-Mrs. Lentfer, 
207-Mrs. Carper 
 

Elementary Music 
The elementary music program at Nor-
ris is based on the National Music Edu-
cation Standards: 1) Singing, alone and 
with others, a varied repertoire of mu-
sic, 2) Performing on instruments, alone 
and with others, a varied repertoire of 
music, 3) Improvising melodies, varia-
tions, and accompaniments, 4) Com-
posing and arranging music within 
specified guidelines, 5) Reading and 
notating music, 6) Listening to, analyz-
ing, and describing music, 7) Evaluating 
music and music performances, 8) Un-
derstanding relationships  b e t w e e n 
music, the other arts, and disciplines 
outside the arts, and 9) Understanding 
music in relation to history and culture. 
 

The many aspects of music – pitch, 
rhythm, form, movement, texture, and 
tone color are experienced, explored, 
studied through a wide variety of class-
room activities. Students work at develop-
ing musical skills and acquiring knowl-
edge enabling them to continue their mu-
sical studies and become informed life 
long participants in the arts. Annette 
Mitchell is the ES music specialist. 
 

Friends and family are welcome to share 
what the students have been learning in 
music at public performances this semes-
ter: 3rd Grade – Thursday, March 22 

7:00 p.m. in the Auditorium 
4th Grade – Thursday, March 22 

7:30 p.m. in the Auditorium 
1st Grade – Thursday, April 12 

7:00 p.m. in the Auditorium 
2nd Grade – Thursday, April 12 

7:30 p.m. in the Auditorium  
 

Elementary Art 
The elementary art program provides KD 
through 4th grade with art instruction 
once every six days. Our class often be-
gins by looking at examples and learning 
about an artist or culture.  Studying the 
history of art is an important part of the 
curriculum. We learn about how art con-
tributes to and shapes our world, past, 
present, and future. At the elementary 
level, students are introduced to the ele-
ments and principles of art. The elements 
are line, shape, form, color, value, tex-
ture, and space.  The principles consist of 
balance, movement, rhythm, contrast, 
emphasis, pattern, and unity. The two 
entities are used in conjunction with one 
another.  Understanding how they work 
together helps students create a compo-
sition that has good design qualities. 
 

One of the children’s favorite aspects of 
art is the process of creating art.  Stu-
dents explore techniques using various 
forms of media to produce art of their 
own.  Art production provides students 
with valuable means of expression and 
communication. By creating art, children 
learn so much about themselves and 
others. It also aids in the development of 
fine motor skills and problem solving. 
Recent studies have indicated that there 
is a decline in the development of fine 
motor skills in elementary age children.  
Fine motor skills are used in various ac-
tivities such as cutting and manipulating 
paper, drawing, coloring, etc. Parents are 
strongly encouraged to provide their chil-
dren with opportunities to create with dif-
ferent materials at home.  Of course, chil-
dren enjoy seeing their beautiful creations 
on display. All are invited to visit the art 
classroom and our hallway gallery to see 
what we have been doing! 

   From The Elementary School      

http://www.eduplace.com
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=elementary+kids&view=detail&id=D9474A7DF9A84BF982B4FE2938637AD36FC67997&first=31&FORM=IDFRIR
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=elementary+kids&view=detail&id=D9474A7DF9A84BF982B4FE2938637AD36FC67997&first=31&FORM=IDFRIR


GEORGE NORRIS SCHOOL NEWSLETTER Page 12 



GEORGE NORRIS SCHOOL NEWSLETTER Page 13 



GEORGE NORRIS SCHOOL NEWSLETTER Page 14 



GEORGE NORRIS SCHOOL NEWSLETTER Page 15 



GEORGE NORRIS SCHOOL NEWSLETTER Page 16 

You can receive 
school  

announcements, 
information, and 

school closings by calling  
402-791-0050 

NORRIS SCHOOL DISTRICT 160 
25211 SO. 68TH STREET 
FIRTH, NE  68358 
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IT’S SCHOOL 
CARNIVAL TIME! 

 

The carnival will be  
Friday, April 5th 

5:30-8:30 PM 
 

Carnival meetings:  
February 4th and March 
4th after the PTO mtg. 

For more information 
contact: Susan Van-
Brocklin 798-0400 or 
Kathy Kohler 794-4364. 
 
 
 

Hope to see you 
there! 

SCHOOL NUMBERS 
 
 District Office           791-0000  

 High School       791-0010  

 Middle School          791-0020 

 Elem School            791-0030         

 Bus Barn              791-0005  

 Automated Info        791-0050 

 Food Service           791-0036  

 HS Health Aide        791-0052  

 MS Health Aide       791-0020  

 ES Health Aide       791-0051  

Norris  
Elementary  
2013 Spring 
Book Fair 

 

Wednesday, February 6th   
8:10 AM-4 PM 

Thursday, February 7th   
8:10 AM–4 PM 

Friday, February 8th    
 8:10 AM-4 PM 

Monday, February 11th 
    8:10 AM-8 PM 

Tuesday, February 12th   
8:10 AM–8 pm 

Wednesday, February 13th 
8:10 AM-4 PM 

Volunteers are needed to staff the 
Spring Book Fair.  Please sign up 

by sending an email to 
dmlangston17@gmail.com  

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

NORRIS PRESCHOOL 
We have expanded our preschool program to 2 classrooms this year!   
We are excited to have the additional 3-5 year olds in our program.   

 

If you are interested in having your child attend preschool,  
please contact Kathleen Gustin at 402-791-0030,  

kathleen.gustin@nsdtitans.org 
 

Pick up the form in the elementary office or obtain the information on our website. To be eligible for pre-
school you must live in the district and cannot turn 5 on or before July 31, 2013 (kindergarten eligible).   
 

Any questions, please contact Kathleen Gustin. 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=telephone&view=detail&id=50678C3F50A5EA2F4BF2CB39D6E6D03A74451905&first=121&FORM=IDFRIR

