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From the Superintendent's Desk … Dr. John Skretta 

THE APPLICATION FOR FREE AND REDUCED MEALS IS ENCLOSED 

1. Your new Norris Intermediate school 
opens this fall serving grades 
three, four and five. The resources to 
build this 65,000 square-foot learning 
space and surrounding green area as 
well as the HS renovations came from 
successful passage of the March 2012 
bond election. The addition of the school 
realizes the intent behind your Board's 
strategic site planning for instructional 
space for our district. The middle school 
returns to a traditional six–seven–eight 
grade level configuration, the HS has 
expanded space for instrumental music, 
industrial technology and agricultural 
studies. The ES, where every available 
square-foot was being squeezed with 
students, now has space to accommo-
date our preschool that had previously 
been in a remote outpost of the high 
school building! All of this occurs just in 
time: we have a record sized KD class, 
and another year of record fall enroll-
ment. Thank you for supporting our stu-
dents with the resources they need. 
 

2. Secure access technology is being 
installed in each school building. The 
new building was designed to incorpo-
rate this, while the older buildings are 
being retrofitted. In the wake of tragic 
national school shootings last year, we 
heard your concerns and moved to install 
a higher standard of school security. This 
means access during the school day will 
be via just one identified main entrance 
by buzz in through office-monitored video 
surveillance. 
 

3. 2013–14 marks the 50th anniversary 
of the Norris School District. The district 
will celebrate this momentous occasion 
at a number of school activities through-
out the school year, as well as dignifying 
it with a special logo design that will be 
selected by Norris patrons. 
 

4. Changes to the campus layout also 
mean changes to parent pick-up and 
drop-off for students, and campus entry 
and exit. The driveway between the ele-
mentary and HS off of 68th Street is 
OPEN for entry and exit to pick up and 
drop off elementary and middle school 
students. This was previously used as a 
bus lane, and car traffic entry was pro-
hibited. It is open to parents for pick up 
and drop off. Elementary parents, note 
that there is no drop off north off of 
Princeton Road-again, no parent drop off 
of PK-2 students at the kindergarten 
wing entrance. Use the west Elementary 

8. Partnering for progress: We are 
pleased to announce the First State 
Bank sponsorship of a Titans Visa card, 
one of the innovative means by which 
you can show your pride in Norris while 
helping to give back to the school. Fur-
ther information enclosed in this newslet-
ter and forthcoming. There are many 
district donors and partners whose con-
tributions back to the school provide us 
with a valuable means of furthering stu-
dent success. Another way in which you 
can give back is through the Norris Foun-
dation, which sponsors many scholar-
ships bestowed on graduating seniors 
each spring at Senior Honors night to 
support their post-secondary education. 
 

9. Knowing your role equals knowing 
how to succeed: It is the job of your 
School Board to guide & direct through 
policy and by creating a shared educa-
tional vision. It is the job of your admin-
istration to realize the specific intent of 
Board-adopted policies and manage the 
day to day operations of your schools, 
including the supervision of students and 
evaluation of teachers. It is the job of 
teachers to instruct and inspire students, 
and to assess their progress. It is the job 
of students to commit themselves to the 
learning process to fully realize their po-
tential. It is the job of parents to support 
their students through unconditional love, 
and high expectations on the home front. 
When we all do our jobs, it is amazing 
how well things function! Thank you for 
your commitment to doing the right 
things–and the small things–in the right 
ways–to foster a school community that 
is so successful. 
 

10.  Remember, the newsletter is not 
your only source of official Norris info: 
Follow us @norris160 on Twitter and be 
a fan of the Norris School District 160 
Facebook page. Even more importantly, 
be certain that your cell phone numbers 
are updated in school building records 
and your email addresses provided to 
the school are current, so that you re-
ceive alerts/announcements via text and 
email. 
 

2012–13 was a year of unparalleled suc-
cess for the Norris School District, in 
both academic achievement and activi-
ties excellence.  Let's make sure our 
Golden anniversary is an even more 
remarkable year spent preparing stu-
dents for a lifetime of success in an ever-
changing world.  

main entrance loop. Intermediate stu-
dents can be dropped off via the 
Princeton Road entrance that will take 
you around to the south-side (main 
entrance) of the Intermediate.  The 
west MS drive connects to the radial 
Intermediate drive, completing a cam-
pus loop. Maps and building-specific 
info will be available! 
 

5. District accreditation: the district is 
accredited by the state of Nebraska 
and the external accrediting agency is 
the internationally acclaimed Ad-
vancED. In September, district leaders 
will host a 3 1/2 day intensive accredi-
tation review. We will be under the 
scrutiny of and receiving critical feed-
back on student performance from edu-
cational experts comprising a team of 
in-state and out-of-state officials. We 
look forward to receiving the expert 
insights of these colleagues visiting 
Norris. 
 

6. Your property taxes are going up, 
mostly as a result of increased local 
valuations: "Why?" you ask Great 
schools, great communities, and a 
thriving ag economy. The County As-
sessor determines property values 
based on comparable parcel sales and 
other key market indicators. Agricultur-
al valuations across the state have 
been skyrocketing. Your school board 
does not set local property valuations! 
However, the local property tax base is 
a huge component of our school budg-
et–the other being state aid. Even 
though our enrollment continues to 
increase, state aid has been slashed 
two of the last three years, with a larger 
chunk of the state tax revenue being 
funneled to large metro districts, leav-
ing systems with a strong ag base 
more reliant on local resources. 
 

7. Facilities fund drive: the district has 
launched an athletic facilities develop-
ment drive in order to realize our long-
term goals of a fitness center, artificial 
turf field, baseball diamond, and tennis 
courts. More info is in this newsletter. 
How far we get and how rapidly we 
progress will be a function of the gener-
osity of our patrons, whose willingness 
to give back to Norris is well known. All 
of these competition-grade spots are to 
be located on campus and the district 
has done preliminary design consulta-
tion and budget development. 
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The first day for students will be Wednesday, August 14th.   
Holidays and other days that students will not be in  
attendance are as follows: 
September 2:  Labor Day  
October 17: Staff professional development day.  
October 18:  Fall break. 
November 15: Staff professional development day. 
November 27-29:  Thanksgiving vacation. 
Dec. 21 through Jan. 2: Holiday vacation. 
January 3: Staff professional development day 
January 20:  Staff  professional development day (MLK Day). 
February 14: Staff professional development day. 
February 17:  Presidents’ Day vacation. 
March 7:  Staff day between third and fourth quarters. 
April 18, 21:  Spring break (Easter is April 20th) 
April 25: District Music 
 

The scheduled last day for students is Thursday, May 22nd.  As 
always, the calendar is overscheduled by five days.  If we do not 
find it necessary to cancel school for all or any part of those five 
days, the ending date will be moved up.  If more than five days 
are cancelled, it may be necessary to add student days beyond 
May 22.  Commencement is scheduled for Sunday, May 18. 
 

Bus information: Gaylen DeVries is the Director of Transporta-
tion, and Bridget Schultz is the Transportation Secretary.  Infor-
mation will be mailed prior to the start of the school year regard-
ing bus routes and pick up times.  Note:  times may vary a few 
minutes the first few days due to additions and other changes.  
Parent(s) or guardian(s) may designate a daycare center/baby 
sitter as a designated pickup/drop-off point, if the day care provid-
er resides in the Norris District.  The pickup/drop off points must 
generally remain the same each day, and special requests should 
be the exception.  If your child will not be riding the bus in the 
morning, it is very important that you call your bus driver. 
. 

Governance: The six-member Board of Education is the collec-
tive voice of the Norris School District community.  The Board 
serves as the legislative arm of school governance and sets poli-
cies regarding all areas of the school district.  The Board is in-
volved in setting the budget, approving the curriculum, and work-
ing together with the superintendent and administrative staff as 
the management team.  Board members are elected by ward but 
each represents the entire school district.  Current members: 
-- Jim Kruger    Ward 1 (north) 
-- Patty Bentzinger, Pres.   Ward 2 (nw, w. Hickman, Roca) 
-- Tony Glenn    Ward 3 (east, part of Hickman) 
-- Jim Craig, Treasurer  Ward 4 (east, Panama, Holland) 
-- Larry Grosshans, Vice Pres. Ward 5 (south, Firth) 
-- Craig Gana, Secretary  Ward 6 (west and Gage County) 
 

The Norris Board of Education holds regular meetings on the 
second Thursday of each month in the Board Room in the High 
School.  Notice of the meetings and the agenda are published in 
the Voice newspaper.   There is a place on the agenda for citi-
zens' presentations.  Please call Board President Patty 
Bentzinger or Superintendent John Skretta if you wish to address 
the Board. 
 

Norris School Administrators and phone numbers: 

 Superintendent – Dr. John Skretta  791-0000 

 Asst. Supt. – Brian Maschmann   791-0000 

 Elem Principal - Brenda Tracy   791-0030 

 Intermediate Prin. – Dr. Robert Brandt  791-0040 

 MS Principal – Mary Jo Rupert   791-0020 

 Asst. MS Principal– Matt Rice   791-0020 

 High School Prin. – Ryan Ruhl   791-0010 

 HS Asst. Prin. – Charlie Hutzler   791-0010 
 

 
 

Greg Hardin is the High School Athletic Director.  Charlie Hutzler 
oversees all High School non-athletic activities.  Phil Severson 
serves as the Middle School Activities Director. 
 

Emergency Procedures/School Closures: Our primary objec-
tive is to attend to the health and welfare of your child/children to 
create a safe learning environment and preserve children's wel-
fare in the event of a crisis, should one arise.  In most emergen-
cies, your child/children will remain and be cared for at the 
school he/she attends. Occasionally a circumstance such as 
severe weather may dictate that the school district delay the 
start or dismiss early because of inclement weather or bad road 
conditions.  If circumstances necessitate this, an announcement 
will be made through local media (TV and radio).  The first 
sources for school closing information will be the district web site 
www.norris160.org and via official Norris social media outlets: 
district facebook page ("Like" / become a fan of Norris School 
District #160 on facebook and your facebook newsfeed will re-
ceive these posts) & twitter (follow @norris160). 
 

The district also uses through its PowerSchool information sys-
tem an email/text messaging alerts system. Parents will receive 
notifications through this system by default simply in submitting 
annual information updates to the district which contain valid 
email and cell phone information. Students will also receive 
school closure notifications via their nsdtitans domain Gmail 
accounts. The district does not subscribe to a preordained time-
line for school closing or early release procedures due to weath-
er or other emergency circumstances. The district will endeavor 
to make prudent and timely decisions related to closure, post-
ponement, or cancellation based upon verified conditions and 
communicate accordingly, based upon what the conditions dic-
tate.   
 

Handbook revisions: The contents of the handbooks are offi-
cial administrative regulations, authorized by Board of Education 
policy and approved by the Board.  Students and parents are 
encouraged to read their school's handbooks to apprise them-
selves of everything from conduct expectations to necessary 
materials and supplies.   
 

Student Fees: Information is included in this newsletter regard-
ing student fees.  Families are eligible for fee waivers if they 
meet the income guidelines for free or reduced price lunches. A 
separate application for fee waivers must be filed. 
 

Student insurance: Information regarding student accident 
insurance is available in the school offices. Parents should ex-
amine their own health insurance policies and determine if they 
see a need to purchase the student accident insurance.  It is 
important to note that the school district’s insurance policy does 
not cover expenses related to student health or injuries incurred 
on school premises. 
 

Required Notices: Nebraska statutes require local school dis-
tricts to provide appropriate educational services to qualified 
children below the age of five.  Services might include speech 
or language instruction and therapy, physical therapy, occupa-
tional therapy or intellectual stimulation.  If you are the parent of 
a child who may be eligible for such services or if you know of 
someone in the Norris School District who may be eligible, 
please contact Elementary Principal Brenda Tracy at 791-0030. 
All inquiries or contacts are kept confidential. 
 

Student recruiting information:  Federal law requires public 
schools to provide military recruiters and institutions of higher 
education access to secondary school students’ names, ad-
dresses, and telephone listings.  Parents and secondary stu-
dents have the right to request that the Norris School District 
160 not provide this information to military recruiters or institu-
tions of higher learning, without their prior written parental con-
sent.  Norris School District 160 will comply with any such re-
quest. 
 
 

 

 Continued to Page 3 
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Nondiscrimination:  Norris School District 160 does not discrimi-
nate on the basis of race, color, national origin, gender, disability, 
marital status, or age in admission or access to, or treatment of 
employment, in its programs and activities.  The following person 
has been designated to handle inquiries regarding complaints, 
grievance procedures or the application of these policies of non-
discrimination: Dr. John Skretta, Superintendent, 25211 South 
68th Street, Firth, NE 68358; phone 402-791-0000. 
 

Staff qualifications:  The No Child Left Behind Act of 2001 gives 
parents the right to get information about the professional qualifi-
cations of their child’s classroom teachers.  Upon request, Norris 
School District 160 will give parents the following information 
about their child’s classroom teacher: 
1.Whether the teacher has met State qualifications and licensing 
criteria for the grade levels and subject areas in which the teacher 
provides instruction. 
2.Whether the teacher is teaching under an emergency or provi-
sional teaching certificate. 
3.The baccalaureate degree major of the teacher.  You may get 
information about other graduate certification or degrees held by 
the teacher, and the field of discipline of the certification or de-
gree. 
 

We will also, upon request, tell parents whether their child is be-
ing provided services by a paraprofessional and, if so, the qualifi-
cations of the paraprofessional.  The request for information 
should be made to the Office of the Superintendent.  The infor-
mation will be provided to you in a timely manner.  Finally, the 
Norris School District 160 will give timely notice to you if your 
child has been assigned, or has been taught for four or more con-
secutive weeks by, a teacher who does not meet the require-
ments of the Act. 
 

Notification of Rights Under FERPA for Elementary and Sec-
ondary Schools: The Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act 
(FERPA) affords parents and students over 18 years of age or 
older (“eligible students”) certain rights with respect to the stu-
dent’s education records. They rights are: 
 

1. The right to inspect and review the student’s education records 
within 45 days after the day Norris School District 160 receives a 
request for access. Parents or eligible students should submit to 
the school principal (or appropriate school official) a written re-
quest that identifies the records they wish to inspect. The school 
official will make arrangements for access and notify the parent or 
eligible student of the time and place where the records may be 
inspected. 
 

2. The right to request the amendment of the student’s education 
records that the parent or eligible student believes are inaccurate, 
misleading, or otherwise in violation of the student’s privacy rights 
under FERPA. Parents or eligible students who wish to ask Norris 
School District 160 to amend a record should write the school 
principal (or appropriate school official), clearly identify the part of 
the record they want changed, and specify why it should be 
changed. If the school decides not to amend the record as re-
quested by the parent or eligible student, the school will notify the 
parent or eligible student of the decision and of their right to a 
hearing regarding the request for amendment. Additional infor-
mation regarding the hearing procedures will be provided to the 
parent or eligible student when notified of the right to a hearing. 
 

3. The right to provide written consent before the school disclo-
sures personally identifiable information (PII) from the student’s 
education records, except to the extent that FERPA authorizes 
disclosure without consent. One exception which permits disclo-
sure without consent, is disclosure to school officials with legiti-
mate educational interests. A school official is a person employed 
by the school as an administrator, supervisor, instructor or sup-
port staff member (including health or medical staff and law en-
forcement unit personnel) or a person serving on the school 
board. A school official also may include a volunteer or contractor 

outside of the school who performs an institutional service or 
function for which the school would otherwise use its own em-
ployees and who is under the direct control of the school with 
respect to the use and maintenance of PII from education rec-
ords, such as an attorney, auditor, medical consultant, or thera-
pist; a parent or student volunteering to serve on an official com-
mittee, such as a disciplinary or grievance committee; or a par-
ent, student, or other volunteer assisting another school official 
in performing his or her tasks.  A school official has a legitimate 
educational interest if the official needs to review an education 
record in order to fulfill his or her professional responsibility. 

 

Upon request, the school discloses education records without 
consent to officials of another school district in which a student 
seeks or intends to enroll, or is already enrolled if the disclosure 
is for purposes of the student’s enrollment or transfer.  (NOTE: 
FERPA requires a school district to make a reasonable attempt 
to notify the parent or student of the records request unless it 
states in it’s annual notification that it intends to forward records 
on request). 

 

4. The right to file a complaint with the U.S. Department of Edu-
cation concerning alleged failures by Norris School District 160 
to comply with the requirements of FERPA. The name and ad-
dress of the office that administers FERPA is:   

Family Policy Compliance Office 
U.S. Department of Education  

400 Maryland Avenue SW  
Washington, D.C. 20202-4605. 

 

Notice Concerning Directory Information: The District may 
disclose directory information. The types of personally identifia-
ble information that the district has designated as directory infor-
mation are as follows: student’s name, address, telephone list-
ing, electronic mail address, photograph, date of and place of 
birth, major fields of study, dates of attendance, grade level, 
enrollment status (e.g., full-time or part-time), participation in 
officially recognized activities and sports, weight and height of 
members of athletic teams, degrees, honors and awards re-
ceived, and most recent previous school attended. A parent or 
eligible student has the right to refuse to let the District desig-
nate any or all of those types of information about the student as 
directory information. The period of time within which a parent or 
eligible student has to notify the District in writing that he or she 
does not want any or all of those types of information about the 
student designated as directory information is as follows: two 
weeks from the time this information is first received. The district 
may disclose information about former students without meeting 
the conditions in this section. 
 

Additional Notice Concerning Directory Information: The 
district’s policy is for education records to be kept confidential 
except as permitted by the FERPA law, and the district does not 
approve any practice which involves an unauthorized disclosure 
of education records. In some courses student work maybe dis-
played or made available to others. Also, some teachers may 
have persons other than the teacher or school staff, such as 
volunteers or fellow students, assist with the task of grading stu-
dent work and returning graded work to students. The District 
designates such student work as directory information and as 
non-education records. Each parent and eligible student shall be 
presumed to have accepted this designation in the absence of 
the parent or eligible student giving notification to the District in 
writing in the manner set forth above pertaining to the designa-
tion of directory information. Consent will be presumed to have 
been given in the absence of such a notification from the parent 
or eligible student. 
 

Notice Concerning Designation of Law Enforcement Unit:  
The District designates the Lancaster County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment as the District's “law enforcement unit” for purposes of (1)
enforcing any and all federal, state or local law, (2) maintaining 
the physical security and safety of the schools in the District, and 
(3) maintaining safe and drug free schools. 
 

Continued from Page 2 



GEORGE NORRIS SCHOOL NEWSLETTER           Page 4 

From the Assistant Superintendent .  .  . Brian Maschmann 

    Counselor’s Corner…visit our website for more info! 
 

Mark Your Calendar... Upcoming Guidance Events 
Freshman Parent and New Student Night   August 13th @ 7:00 p.m. in the auditorium 
Senior Parent Night      August 19th @ 7:00 p.m. in the auditorium 
Junior Parent Night      Parent/Teacher Conferences (both nights) 
 

 
Norris Drop Policy: Schedules are finalized in the Spring of the current year for the following school year with parent and student 
signatures, as well as teacher recommendations, during the registration process.  Specific schedule changes related to academic 
issues/planning during the first 5 days of the semester may be considered on an individual basis by the Guidance Office. 
 

Norris High School/Southeast Community College (SCC) Dual Credit Drop Policy --  
Students have five (5) days to request a drop of the college credit portion of a dual credit course  (parent permission is required).  
Students will remain in the class for high school credit only (if taught by a Norris instructor).  NO drops are allowed for classes taught 
by SCC instructors (this includes college credit only classes). The SCC drop policy and dates (refer to their website for specific dates) 
will be followed for the college credit portion of the class. 
 

Sophomores/Juniors: PSAT Information...Mrs. Moser and Mrs. O’Connor will be visiting ALL Sophomore and Junior classrooms in 
September/October to go over basic information for the year.  At that time, students will have the chance to sign up for taking the 
PSAT.  Juniors are given first priority, and limited spots for invited Sophomores.  Students interested in sharpening their test taking 
skills, finding out about their specific strengths/areas to work on for the ACT/SAT, or students attempting to qualify to become a Na-
tional Merit Scholarship Finalist should sign up. Limited spots available.  Test date is October 16th during the school day.  
 

JUNIORS:  Junior College Visit on November 13TH.  ALL Juniors will be bused to a campus of their choice in the Lincoln area as 
exposure of what a campus visit consists of and what questions to ask.  Also note that juniors need 10 hours of Community Service 
for School to Career Class.  Students may begin accruing hours June (after Sophomore year).  Hours are due at the end of their se-
mester class. 
 
 

ACT versus SAT??  All colleges accept the ACT, but East/West Coast colleges prefer the SAT.  Check with colleges you’re interest-
ed in to know for sure.  The Guidance Office suggests all students take the ACT in the Spring of their Junior year (at minimum).  All 
Juniors will receive an ACT registration packet in classroom presentations and in School to Career.  Note: registration must be done 
(almost 3 weeks) prior to the actual test date.  ACT testing dates:  September 21, October 6, December 14, February 8, April 12, 
June 14th.  Plan ahead to register!  Visit  www.actstudent.org for more information and tips.  
 

From David Bowie’s song Changes, (Ch-ch-ch-ch Changes….).  This is Norris’s song for the 2013-14 school year. The changes of 
the Norris District consist of a New Intermediate School (3-5 grades), an addition on to the High School for Band, Industrial Arts 
and Welding and construction of a Weight Room.    These are exciting times on the Norris campus and we thank the Norris patrons 
for the commitment of resources to educate our children.   
 

Other changes include district staff:   
We have hired Dave Allder, as the Head Grounds Keeper, to manage and maintain the Norris campus.  He has 30 years experience 
working with Lincoln Parks and Recreation as the District Parks Supervisor.  He has a wealth of knowledge in all aspects of ground 
maintenance and turf care.  Kim Brodersen will be the District Book Keeper.  She will replace Melinda Maendele. Kim has worked 
as an Office Manager/Coordinator and with the Lincoln Action Program Head Start Program. She has experience working with 
many government agencies. Melinda will be the new Director of Food Service.  She has a BS degree in Hotel, Restaurant and Insti-
tution Management and has experience working as a Food Service Director. We are excited to have Dave, Kim and Melinda in their 
new district positions for the 2013-14 school year.  
 

Changes in routine: 
This fall the pick-up and drop off of students will change.  There will be a map in this newsletter of the routes on campus for parents 
to follow.   Please use caution when transporting your children, especially the first few weeks of school, this will be a learning expe-
rience for everyone.   
 

Finally Change in State Aid: 
The Nebraska Legislators worked hard to find a balance in state aid for all districts.  The balance was lopsided when it came to the 
Norris District, as we lost a total of $924,000 in state aid.  The short story to our loss is school districts that are not at the maximum 
levy limit of $1.05 and are managing their district efficiently are being penalized.   The State believes if district are not at $1.05 then 
they are not using their full local resources, so they don’t need as much state aid as school districts that are maxed out.  
 

We will continue to manage our district efficiently and provide an education that is second to none. 
 

Please enjoy the last few weeks of your summer break.  We look forward to a great 2013-14 school year. 

ACT Math Review Sessions! 
 

There will be an ACT math review class this fall.  Five review sessions will be scheduled prior to the October ACT test.  The cost will 
be $10 per student for the entire class, even if the student only attends one or two sessions.  More than likely the classes will be on 
Monday nights around 7:00 PM until 8:30 PM, but final schedules will be determined later.  Parents or students may contact Mr. Price 
at tom.price@nsdtitans.org if there are questions. 

http://www.actstudent.org
http://www.actstudent.org
http://www.actstudent.org
http://www.actstudent.org
http://www.actstudent.org
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=mark+your+calendar&view=detail&id=36B2C72C4FCEC3A0A764863738EC9869CCEDE496&first=71
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From the High School Principal...Ryan Ruhl and Assistant Principal...Charlie Hutzler 

Welcome to our new teachers! 
Please join us in welcoming two talented 
educators that have joined the Norris 
teaching ranks this year. Katye Thomas 
is a member of our English department 
and Tom Ahlschwede is the newest addi-
tion to our math team. We know that both 
will have a positive and professional im-
pact on our students and staff. 
 

New learning spaces 
We have had some exciting develop-
ments over the summer with the renova-
tion and expansion of specific building 
areas. The construction on the west side 
of the HS provides more practice area for 
our instrumental music department and 
additional learning space for our industri-
al technology and agriculture classes. 
Also impacted by the renovations are all 
the students who will be more safely 
learning and training in the expanded 
fitness center. Thanks to everyone for 
their support and patience during this 
transition time. We look forward to using 
the new space to benefit our students! 
 

Daily Schedule 
Norris High School utilizes a modified 
block schedule, alternating between ‘A’ 
and ‘B’ days. Shorter (50 minute) periods 
meet daily while longer (90-95 minute) 
block classes will meet on either an ‘A’ or 
‘B’ day. A 30-minute Individual Academic 
Period (IAP) is scheduled every day dur-
ing Period 2. 
Here is how a typical day will look: 

 Period 1 8:30-9:20   (50 min) 

 Period 2 (IAP) 9:25-9:55 (30 min) 

 Period 3 10-11:30 (90 min block) 

 Period 4  11:35-1:40 (95 minute 
block/30 minute lunch) 

 Period 5     1:45-2:35 (50 minutes) 

 Period 6     2:40-3:30 (50 minutes) 
 

All students are expected to exit the 
building after 3:45pm unless involved in 
a supervised activity (extra-curricular, 
academic and/or other administration-
approved activity). 
 

Response to Intervention (RTI) 
This is a school-wide process of identify-
ing and supporting students who are in 
need of assistance in achieving academ-
ic success. Information is solicited from 
teachers on an ongoing basis, then com-
piled into a database to help identify 
those who display recurring need for 
follow-up. The first line of contact is 
made through the student’s Individual 
Academic Period (IAP) teacher, who will 
have access to the details needed to 
help the student find success. Should 
further steps be necessary, a coordinat-
ed, student-specific plan will be formulat-
ed and implemented through communi-
cation between the school, the student 
and home. This year we will be utilizing 
additional student performance data, as 
well as incorporating resources within the 
counseling department. 
 

7.  Be a part of our Titan Spirit 
8.  Have a great year 
9.  Once a Titan, Always a Titan 
 

Parents, be a part of your student’s life. 
Communicate with them daily, provide 
positive rewards, consistently discipline 
when you have to, and help teach them 
to be responsible citizens. We are to-
gether in a partnership to best educate 
your student. 
 

Student Handbook Signature Page 
The student handbook and signature 
page are on the Norris website.  All sig-
nature pages must be completed and 
into the High School office by August 23, 
2013.  Now is a great time to read and 
complete the form, then bring it into the 
office before or during the first few days. 
 

Attendance 
It is the parent or guardian’s responsibil-
ity to inform the school whenever their 
student is absent. If the absence is due 
to a medical appointment, please request 
documentation at location of the appoint-
ment to bring the next time the student is 
at school. Any such documentation helps 
to make our records more accurate, and 
ensures the absence was for the pur-
pose of a medical appointment. Each 
student is accountable not only to the 
school, but to the state as well for attend-
ing school during assigned times. Thank 
you for your assistance in helping our 
students be more successful by being in 
school! 
 

Advanced Placement (AP) and Dual 
Credit Classes 
Students who are taking AP or Dual 
Credit classes will be responsible for 
their own textbook purchase. Textbooks 
can be purchased on their own from any 
bookstore after acquiring the correct 
ISBN or they may purchase them 
through the school - we order only the 
number of books requested by stu-
dents.  If you are signed up for one of 
these classes, you should have received 
a letter from your teacher with the ISBN 
and option, or you can call the HS office 
at 791-0010 for more details. 
 

Sportsmanship 
Norris won the Class B Sportsmanship 
Award for volleyball and girls basketball 
last year. We would like to uphold this 
tradition that includes the students, staff, 
parents, administration and communi-
ty.  Please keep up the Norris expecta-
tion of positively supporting our team and 
coaches, avoiding negative comments to 
officials and opponents, and having fun 
participating while showing your Norris 
Titan Spirit. We encourage everyone to 
stand and cheer with our students, ath-
letes, cheerleaders, band, and communi-
ty. Thank you for carrying on the rich and 
positive sportsmanship tradition at Nor-
ris. 

Once a Titan, Always a Titan!!  
We R Norris!! 

Freshman Needs 
Students can look online at teacher 
websites to see what they may specifi-
cally need for their classes. However, 
each student should come prepared 
each day with everything they will need 
to participate in class, document new 
learning, and organize/store their work. 
A planner, either paper or electronic, 
should be utilized daily to help students 
keep track of current and upcoming 
classroom work. 

 

Mobile Phones/  
Wireless 
Through the log-in wire-
less system at Norris HS, 
students can connect to 
the internet throughout 

the school day. Mobile phones and 
other personal electronic devices are 
allowed at Norris HS, as long as stu-
dents use them responsibly and follow 
our code of conduct. Every classroom 
will have individual rules related to cell 
phone use, but the main rule is that an 
electronic device should never interrupt 
the learning of others or the normal 
school environment. The privilege of 
carrying the electronic device through-
out the school may be lost for inappro-
priate use or if it becomes a distraction. 
See the Student-Parent Handbook for 
details on this policy. It is important that 
students honor and respect the learn-
ing of others, proper digital citizenship, 
and the classroom rules. 
 

We Expect 
1.  Proper attire: Any straps across the 
shoulders need to be a minimum of two 
inches in width; more skin than clothing 
is unacceptable. No commercializing of 
products in appropriate for the school 
setting. If there is any question as to 
whether an article of clothing meets 
dress code, then a student should opt 
to not wear it. When in doubt, wear 
something to show your Titan spirit! 
 

2.  Commitment to Excellence: At Nor-
ris, “Home of the Titans”, we expect 
success and nothing less. Do your 
best, get your rest, complete all your 
academic work to the best of your abil-
ity and be loyal to the Norris family. 
 

3. Read and know the Student-Parent 
Handbook. This is always available for 
you to view online. Be proactive and 
responsible - understand the expecta-
tions before you have to have them 
personally explained to you. 
 

4.Good attendance: Be on time. If you 
are not to school or class on time, you 
need to have a legitimate excuse. 
Those in activities and athletics need to 
be in class all day in order to practice 
or participate that same day. Always 
check in or out of the HS office when 
coming in or leaving the building. 
5.  Have fun and learn! 
6.  Graduate 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=cell+phone&qs=n&form=QBIR&pq=cell+phone&sc=8-4&sp=-1&sk=
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High School Volleyball GRADES 9-12 
 

Players will need to have all of the following items completed before the first 
practice: 

 Completed Current Physical 

 Athletic Fee Paid 

 Insurance Form 

 Completed Student Yearly Update Form 
Athlete Practice Schedule:   

 August 12, 13, 15: Pre-Season Conditioning and Open Gym 3:30-5:30 PM 

 August 15: Player Meeting @ 3:30 PM 

 August 15: Parent Meeting @ 6:30 PM 

 August 19: 1st Day of Official Practice 
 

NOTE: A detailed practice schedule will be mailed out at the end of August.  If 
you did not sign up for volleyball in the spring, and are planning on playing this 
fall, please email christina.boesiger@nsdtitans.org. 

2013-14 Blood Drive Dates 
Thank you to all donors for continuing to donate blood and for making the Blood Drive Scholarship Program a success in 2012-13.  
The Nebraska Community Blood Bank scholarship program will be continuing in 2013-14 and is aimed at recruiting young blood do-
nors ($10.00 goes into a scholarship fund for every unit donated).  Donors must be 17 years old and weigh a minimum of 115 lbs 
(students are also required to submit a parent permission form to donate.) 
 

Please mark your calendar for the blood drive dates that will be held this school year: 
 

               Thursday, August 29, 2013 
               Monday, November 4, 2013 
           Wednesday, February 19, 2014 
          Tuesday, April 22, 2014 

 

All drives are held in the north HS gym from 10:30 AM to 4:00 PM.  Call Becky O’Connor at 402.791.0010 or 
email at becky.oconnor@nsdtitans.org to schedule a time to donate. Photo ID is required. 

 

         Thanks for being the TYPE that Gives! 

7th and 8th Grade Titan Football 
Those participating in 7th and 8th 
grade football need to have their 
physicals, parent permission form, 
and athletic participation fee sub-
mitted to the Middle School office 
before school begins.  We will 
have our first practices after school 
on August 15th (Thursday) and the 
16th (Friday) at which time we will 
check out equipment and perform 
skill testing.   
Additional information will be sent 

out before school begins. 
If you have any questions, 

contact Josh Murtaugh 
(josh.murtaugh@nsdtitans.org) or 

Steve Halvorsen 
(steve.halvorsen@nsdtitans.org).   

 
 
 

 

 

 

High School Football Pre-Season 
Conditioning will run from 7 to 8 PM 
August 5th thru August 9th.  

2-A-Day Practice begins August 
12th.  Players need to have the 
school form and physical completed 
and turned in by August 2nd. 
 

Practice Times Beginning Monday, 
8/12 through Friday, 8/16  will be: 

6:30 AM & 3:50 PM and for the rest 
of the season starting August 17th 

will be at 3:50 PM ONLY 
 

The Norris High School Football Staff 
would like to extend our support and 
best wishes to the following groups 
of student-athletes: 
 

Norris Public Schools MS Football 
Teams: Grades 7 & 8 

Norris Area Youth Football:   
Junior Titans & Screaming Eagles 

 

We wish you all a successful and  
positive season!!"             
Coach Jacobsen 

_______________________ 
 

IMPORTANT DATES: 
Impact Tests: August 5-9 (TBA) 
Equipment & Uniform Check out 
Grade 12: August 5th @ 6 PM 
Grade 11: August 6th @ 6 PM 
Grade 10: August 7th @ 6 PM 
Grade 9: uniforms at a later date 
9-12 Grade parent meeting: August 9th 
@ 8:30 PM at football field 
9-12 Grade Two-A-Day practices start 
August 12th @ 6:30 AM 
10-12th Grade 1st major scrimmage: 
Saturday, August 17th @ 8 AM 
Practice Game: Friday, August 23rd 
9th grade @ 6:30 PM & 10-12 @ 7 PM 
Team Pictures with Booster Club & 
Jurgena: Saturday, Aug 24 @ 7:45 AM 
1st Varsity Game at York: Friday, Au-
gust 30th @ 7 PM 
1st JV Game VS Elkhorn: Monday, 
September 3rd @ 6:30 PM 
1st 9th Grade game at Elkhorn: Thurs-
day, September 5th @ 6:30 PM 

MIDDLE SCHOOL SPORTS NOTES 
AND NEED TO KNOWS… 

 

Middle school schedules will be availa-
ble for public viewing at: easternmidcon-
ference.org by August 1, 2013.  You 
may sign up for notification alerts so 
when a change is made are aware of it.  
 

All student athletes who wish to partici-
pate must turn into the MS office the 
following: Physical Exam Form (form 
must be dated after May 1, 2013); Stu-
dent Yearly Update Form; NSAA Con-
sent Form; Concussion Management 
Form; and pay the one-time $50 activity 
fee.  All of these forms can be accessed 
on the Norris website under RE-
SOURCES then FORMS.  Once all of 
the above items have been submitted to 
the MS office, the student-athlete will be 
cleared to participate.  To make this a 
smooth process it is recommended that 
all necessary forms be submitted by 
Wednesday, August 14, 2013.  Please 
help make this a priority, as a student-
athlete will not be allowed to participate/
practice until all forms are turned in. 
 

Be sure to check other parts of the 
newsletter for more sport specific infor-
mation! 

mailto:becky.oconnor@nsdtitans.org
mailto:becky.oconnor@nsdtitans.org
mailto:becky.oconnor@nsdtitans.org
mailto:becky.oconnor@nsdtitans.org
mailto:becky.oconnor@nsdtitans.org
mailto:becky.oconnor@nsdtitans.org
mailto:becky.oconnor@nsdtitans.org
mailto:josh.murtaugh@norris160.org
mailto:steve.halvorsen@norris160.org
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Please donate! 
Norris Middle School FCS depart-
ment is seeking donations of fabric 
that could be used to make pillow-
cases.  Please donate felt for craft 
projects and fabric for pillowcases by 
calling the Norris Middle School or 
bringing the items to the MS. 
 

Your donation is greatly appreciated.

        
WANTED:  
Garden vegetables and orchard 
fruits for the MS Family Consumer 
Science Department.   Judeen Price, 
Middle School FCS teacher: 791-
0020 

   Norris TeamMates would like to thank the people listed below.   
Because of these people, 38 students at Norris Public Schools had someone to serve as a 
mentor for them.  The 38 mentors had a total of 896 meetings during the school year. 

We are always looking for new mentors.  
If you would like to be a mentor contact Mary Ann Franken at 402-791-0040. 

 

Norris TeamMates Board: Mary Ann Franken—Norris coordinator, Lenny VerMaas—president , Mike Hoefler—treasurer, Char-
lotte Brotherson —secretary, Mary Jo Rupert—member & Norris Middle School principal, Tony Glenn—member and Norris 
School Board contact, Members: Becky Wilhelm, Ann Thober Cindy Braun, Justy Hagan, Steve Halversen, Ron Drury, Rhonda 
Burbach, Matt Franken, Ruby Deunk, Juanita Tucker, Sue Kennedy—regional Teammates coordinator. 
 

Mentors: Kelly Oelke, Emily Gourlay, Betty Hruska, Mary Jean TeKolste, Gary DeBoer, Ron Drury, Jim Baruth, Mike Hoefler, 
Nancy Martin, Larry Grosshans, Ron DeBoer, Danelle DeBoer, Candi Nass, Bill Nass, Steve Cruickshank, Scott Waters, Nancy 
Price, Tracy Riensche, Barb Bentzinger, Rick Braun, Kellie James, Tonya Kelsey, Ann Weber, Jerry Lentfer, Bruce Becher, Tracey 
Wagner, Ron Severson, Val Fossburg, Darin Bentzinger, Marcus Roskamp, Calvin Paschold, Kathy Rahorst, Faye Weckle, Doug 
Hanson, Jeanne Boller, Lenny VerMaas, Cindy Price, Jani Rexinger. 

8th Annual Norris  
Titan Trap Team  

Fundraiser 
Saturday, Aug 24-8 AM  
Norris HS Trap Range 
West of Football Field  

There are two divisions of prizes: 
Adult 1st prize:  Whole Hog Processed  

Several Youth Division Prizes 
 

$25 adult entry fee/$10 youth entry fee 
 

Adults shoot 50 rounds:   
25 from the 16, 25 from the 25 

Adult shoot offs from the 27-yard line 
(25 rounds) 

 

Youth shoot 25 rounds from the  
16-yard line 

Youth shoot offs will be from 16 yard line 
25 rounds 

 

If shooting for the pig you must enter 
adult division! 

Norris High School 
25211 South 68th Street 

Firth, Nebraska 

Come join in the 3rd annual  
TITAN FAMILY ADVENTURE 

RACE! 
 

Date: September 2, Labor Day! 
Location: Norris High School 

S 68th & Princeton Road 
Firth, NE 

Time: Check in 7:30-8 AM 
Start: 8:30 AM 

Distance/Time: 2-3 miles, 2-hour 
cut-off time 

Divisions: Elementary 2,3,4 person 
MS 2,3,4 person 
HS 2,3,4 person 

Teams will be determined by the 
age/grade of the oldest child 

Fees: $12 per person 
Teams must have 1 adult! 

 Teams will run, trek, all around 
the school grounds and in 
buildings reading clues to 
checkpoints and doing team 
challenges 

 This will be the one time you 
can run in the buildings 

 Each participant will get a shirt, 
refreshments, and snacks 

 Winners in each division will be 
eligible for awards 

 Most of the proceeds will go 
towards the outdoor facilities 
project 
For more information go to 

www.angrycowadventures.com 
www.raceregister.net 

Online registration for shirts closes 
August 30 

Contract Dr. Skretta @ 791-0000 or 
Jim Craig for info. 

 

We hope to see you there! 

The Norris Foundation annually provides thousands of dollars in post-
secondary scholarships to Norris seniors, dollars that allow them to fulfill their 
post-secondary dreams and help the district achieve its mission of ensuring 
every student thrives as a productive lifelong learner. 
 

Your gift can have a direct and personal impact on a student-or many stu-
dents.  Learn more about the Foundation and it’s dedicated scholarship funds 
at http://www.norris160.org/district/foundation. 
 

The foundation has been in existence since 1988 and has positively impacted 
the lives of hundreds of Norris alum during that time through it’s commitment 
to helping these students find needed resources for pursuing a collegiate edu-
cation. 
 

Research shows us that students’ educational attainment bears a strong cor-
relation to their future earning potential.  Simply put, if you want to “earn,” 
you’ve got to “learn.”  Your contribution to the Norris Foundation helps our 
recent grads get the resources needed to attain the knowledge they need to 
flourish in the future. 
 

Please consider the Norris Foundation when giving.  Checks can be sent to 
the Norris Foundation c/o Norris District Office, 25211 South 68th St.  You 
can identify the donation for a particular fund, including the new SEED fund, 
which allows teachers to propose innovative classroom practices not funded 
by the regular school budget.  Your gift to the Norris Foundation SEED pro-
gram encourages teachers to be creative in trying out new ideas such as 
classroom iPads and other innovative technology, to engage our learners. 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=fresh+produce&view=detail&id=E1F5EC7E5599510C563461F28912EFAF30F05CFD&first=0&FORM=IDFRIR
tel:402-791-0020
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From the High School Athletic Director . . . Greg Hardin 

Check out all of the Norris Athletic Schedules: 
All Norris schedules are available for public viewing at: easternmidconference.org 
You may sign up for notification alerts anytime a change is made to any of the athletic schedules so you don’t miss any 
of the action. 
 

Attention High School Athletes: 
The start of fall practice for Football, Softball and Girl's Golf is Monday, August 12, 2013. For Volleyball and Cross 
Country the official start date is Monday, August 19, 2013. All student athletes who wish to participate must turn into the 
high school office the following: Physical Examination Form (form must be dated after May 1, 2013), Student Yearly 
Update Form, NSAA Consent Form, Concussion Management Form, and pay the one-time $50.00 activity fee. All of 
these forms can be accessed on the Norris website under Resources - then forms. Once all of the above items have 
been submitted to the high school office, the student-athlete will receive a blue Permission to Participate card. To make 
this a smooth process it is recommended that all necessary forms be submitted by Friday, August 2, 2013. Please help 
make this a priority as a student-athlete will not be allowed to participate/practice until he/she has secured the Permis-
sion to Participate card. 
 

Gymnasium/Facility Use: 
With the start of a new school year comes many requests for use of the Norris School's gymnasiums and facilities by 
the public. The public is welcome to use the facilities when not needed for school activities. We cannot guarantee that 
any particular group wishing to use the facilities will be able to secure the exact desired dates/times. We will accept re-
quests for facility usage for all activities beginning August 1, 2013. We will assign space that is available. The use of 
facilities by Norris patrons only, is at no cost, unless use is requested when the custodial staff is off duty. If custodians 
must be scheduled to meet the requested time, the group will be charged for such services. Anyone wishing to use the 
facilities must complete a "Facility Use Form" which is available on the Norris website or is available from the four indi-
viduals responsible for reserving the facilities listed below.  
 

For scheduling the Elementary gym and fields surrounding the elementary, contact Matt Rice at 791-0020. 
For the Intermediate gym and any fields surrounding the intermediate school, contact Dr. Bob Brandt at 791-0040. 

For scheduling the Middle School gym and outdoor fields, contact Phil Severson at 791-0020. 
For scheduling the HS gyms and all outdoor fields or any of the gyms on campus, contact Greg Hardin at 791-0010. 

 

10th Annual Fall Sports Kick-Off Event, Saturday, August 24, 2013 
The Norris Athletic Boosters invite our communities and families to celebrate the beginning of a new school year.   

Please join us for a fun day! 
8:15 AM Group/individual pictures begin for Fall Sports Teams, Cheerleaders, and Marching Band 

11:00 AM Catered Lunch 
12:15 PM PEP RALLY featuring the Norris Titan Marching Band and the Norris Cheer Squad, as well as introductions 

of coaches, fall sports teams and senior recognition.  Fan apparel will also be available! 
 

Parent Meetings for Fall Sports: 
Football: Friday, August 9th at 8:30 PM at the football stadium 
Volleyball: Thursday, August 15th at 6:30 PM at the MS gym 
Softball: Saturday, August 24th at 9:30 AM at the softball field bleachers 
Girls Golf: Thursday, August 8th at 7:00 PM in Coach Sue Steuer’s classroom 
Cross Country: Saturday, August 24th at 9:00 AM at the Picnic Shelter 
 

Fall Sports Scrimmage dates/times: 
Football: Saturday, Aug 17th at 8 AM and Friday, August 23rd at 6:15 PM at the Football Field 
Volleyball: Thursday, August 29th at 5:30 PM in the Middle School gym 

Softball: Saturday, August 24th at 10:00 AM at the Softball Field 
Cross Country: Saturday, August 31st at 9:30 AM at Norris 
Girls Golf: no scrimmage planned 
 

Please join us at the Athletic Booster Tailgate on Friday, September 13th for the first home football game of the season-
Norris VS Gretna (homecoming also).  Backyard Burgers will be catering and serving will begin at 5:30 

 

To become a member of the Norris Athletic Booster Club please complete and return the form on the next page. 

 

SUPPORT NORRIS ATHLETICS...Advertise your business in the Athletic Sports Program. 
 

Programs are FREE at all home varsity events.  Quarter, Half, and Full Page ads available. 
 

Contact Angela Lee at 402-326-1750 or Mary Jean TeKolste at 402-450-8183  
for more information! 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=high+school+sports&qs=n&form=QBIR&pq=high+school+sports&sc=8-16&sp=-1&sk=
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NORRIS ATHLETIC BOOSTER CLUB MEMBERSHIP FORM      2013-2014 
 

The Norris Athletic Booster Club is a volunteer organization.  Our mission is to support the Norris athletes and coach-
es through fundraising and community awareness. 
 

____ Membership @ $10.00 each = ____ 
 
____ Additional donation             = ____ 

 
                                                TOTAL = $____ 
 

           Corporate Membership 
BRONZE donor @ $150 (1/8 of a page) ____ 
SILVER donor @ $200 (1/4 of a page) ____ 
GOLD donor @ $300 (1/2 of a page) ____ 
PLATINUM donor @ $550 (full page in black and white) ____ 
TITANIUM donor @ $1,000 (full page in color) ____ 

 

** Booster members will be recognized in athletic program** 
 

I am willing to volunteer my time to these Booster sponsored events: 
 
____ Football game sales    
 

____ Basketball game sales 
 

____ Track Meet concessions 
 

____ Parent/Teacher conference sales 
 

____ Pep Rally/BBQ Kick Off 
 

____ Wherever needed 
 
BUSINESS ______________________________________________________________ 
 

NAME (S)  ______________________________________________________________ 
 

ADDRESS ______________________________________________________________ 
   (Street/Route/Box)                          (City)                              (Zip) 
 

PHONE __________________ CELL ________________ 
EMAIL___________________________________________ 
 

Students attending Norris: 
 
______________________ Grade _____ 
 
______________________ Grade _____ 
 
______________________ Grade _____ 
 
______________________ Grade _____ 

 

Please mail all membership forms and money to: 
 

Norris Booster Club 
Attn: Jim Kruger 
5815 Kess Drive 

Lincoln NE 68516 
 

THANK YOU and Go TITANS! 
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From the Middle School Principal...Mary Jo Rupert  

Planting A Seed 
“The best time to plant a tree was 20 years ago. The Second best time is...Now!” 
 

This wisely noted advice is timely as we begin a new school year. As parents, guardians, grandparents, or 
even patrons, it is easy to read this quote (once, twice...a hundred times) and reflect on our own lives, and 
the choices that we have made. For me, the literal meaning of the quote hits me every late afternoon/mid 
evening in our backyard when the sun is beating down. I stand there, sweating, and wishing I had planted 
a shade tree 8 years ago when we moved into the house. Metaphorically, the quote hits me every morning 
when I step on the scale, and wish that I had started that workout plan beginning in January. The reality 
of it is that it is not too late for either. I have planted that shade tree, along with others, and someday I 
may be able to enjoy it. Or, better yet, someone else will be able to enjoy it. I hope 50 years from now I 
can feel a youthful 87 as a result of the healthy choices that I make today. 
 

Planting seeds for ourselves is no different than planting them for our children. And now, more than ever,  is the time to plant 
these seeds in our children. We must instill in them the habits, values, and attitudes that they will need to be successful and 
effective leaders in life. Yes, I said to be leaders in life. Every individual has leadership potential, and in today’s world, every 
student will need leadership skills. As individuals grow and develop they become more aware of their own skills, talents, and 
leadership capabilities. Skills and talents that they may have learned from their parents, an aunt or uncle, their teachers, or 
maybe just born with it. It is these skills, talents, habits, and attitudes that they will someday pass onto the next generation 
through a form of leadership. May our shared leadership now have an influence on them so that they too can have a positive 
influence on the next generation. 
 

As we approach the 2013-2014 school year we encourage you to get involved, and stay involved, with your child's education. 
Even though it may not appear to be the case, your teenagers are listening to what you say, and what you do. They value your 
input, and your involvement more than you will ever know.  It is important to remember the essential role that you, the parents 
and/or guardians, play in your child’s education and the impact that your involvement has on their success. Whether it is read-
ing with them, helping them with an assignment, finding resources for a project, or just simply sitting down with them and 
asking them about their day, get involved! With the teachers, students, and parents working together good things will happen. 
 

Please take some time for yourselves and for your families these final days of summer. Our open houses are just around the 
corner and I look forward to meeting new families and catching up with those that I may already know! 
 

The 2013-2014 school year is upon us.  This year our middle school doors will open to students in grades 6, 7 and 
8.  Classrooms for students in grade 5 have moved to the new intermediate building.  These vacated classrooms will provide 
the space needed for exploratory and special education classes and additional space for some core classes. Check these chang-
es out at Open House! 
 

Join us at Open House on Monday, August 12 from 6 - 8 p.m. Come at a time convenient for you and your family.  Student 
schedules and locker assignments will be available.  Students are welcome to stock their locker with school supplies.  (Check 
the district’s website for the Middle School Supply List or on page 23 of this newsletter)  If you have not yet turned in your 
Student’s Yearly Update Form and physical (required of all 7th graders, new students and 8th graders intending to participate 
in sports), please do so before Open House.  If this is not possible, please make sure to bring the forms to Open House so our 
records are current upon your student’s arrival on the first day of school, August 14. 
 

We are excited to welcome three new staff members to our middle school.  Matt Rice will assume the duties of assistant prin-
cipal, moving ‘up’ from the elementary assistant principalship. The middle school students are familiar with Mr. Rice, having 
already developed strong relationships with him in elementary school, making his move to the middle school all the more ef-
fective. 
 

Sixth grade social studies teacher, Lisa Emeigh, has moved to a kindergarten classroom.  Heather Terry, 7th grade social stud-
ies and English teacher, has moved into Mrs. Emeigh’s 6th grade position.  Melissa Eichinger, a first year teacher from UNL, 
will be teaching 7th grade English and reading classes.  She is a graduate of York High School and studied abroad at Kingston 
University in London. David Rosenbaum will be joining the 6th and 7th grade teams.  He will be part-time, teaching three 7th 
grade social studies classes and one 6th grade social studies class.  He is returning to Nebraska after seven years with the Na-
tional Archives and Records Administration in Washington, DC.  The experiences that Ms. Eichinger and Mr. Rosenbaum 
bring with them will further enhance the strengths and talents possessed by our middle school teachers. 
 

The middle school staff looks forward to working with you and your student throughout the upcoming school year.  Know 
that our interest and intent is to always provide a quality educational experience for your student.  If at anytime you do not 
believe this is happening, communicate that to us, your suggestions and comments will always be welcomed.   
 

Hope to see you at Open House! 

From the Middle School Assistant Principal...Matt Rice  

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=+tree&qs=n&form=QBIR&pq=tree&sc=8-4&sp=-1&sk=
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Health Office News: 
Becky Pogreba RN and Jamie Klein RN BSN will be the new school nurses in the interme-
diate and middle school offices.  Becky has been a nurse sub and volunteer in past years 
at Norris and Jamie is coming to Norris from LPS this year.  Chris Granatowicz will contin-
ue to be the health para in these buildings assisting Becky and Jamie. 
 

Kathy Osborn RN will continue to work in the elementary and high school buildings and 
Amy Logan will assist her as the health para in the elementary office. 
 

If your child has health concerns that we should be aware of please email or call us to set 
up a time to meet with you and create a health plan for your student.  Medication and 
health treatments that will need to be given at school require paperwork and doctors orders to be completed. 
 

Please email us with any health concerns or questions and let us know how we can be of assistance to you! 
Kathy.osborn@nsdtitans.org 

Becky.pogreba@nsdtitans.org 
Jamie.klein@nsdtitans.org 

STEPS TO PREPARE FOR THE NEW SCHOOL YEAR: In order to prepare for the school year, you will need to pre-
pare various documents for school enrollment.  Please review this list to guide you in your preparations for our new 
year.  Forms are on the website under “Resources-School Forms,” or you can get them from your school offices. 
 

 Complete the “Student’s Yearly Update” form for each student in your family.  This form is available from the 
offices or on the school website.  You will also be receiving these forms via mail from your student(s) respectable 
school.  This form must be completed each school year, as it includes contact and health information which must be 
on file to participate in extracurricular activities and field trips, as well as to receive medication at school. 

 Students entering the beginner grade, 7th grade, or enrolling from out-of-state need a physical within 6 
months of enrollment.  The physical can be done by a physician or physician assistant or nurse practitioner.  A 
physical form is available from the school or the website.  You can also use your physician’s form.  Parents of stu-
dents enrolling in 7th grade who also want to participate in athletics, schedule the physical for after May 1st of the 
upcoming school year. 

 Students entering the beginner grade or entering from out-of-state need to have an eye exam which includes 
checks for internal/external eye health, acuity, strabismus, and amblyopia.  This exam can to be done by a physi-
cian, physician assistant or nurse practitioner, or by an Optometrist.  A vision exam form is also available on the 
website or the documentation can be placed on the Norris physical exam form as well. 

 Review your student’s immunizations and complete needed vaccines.  Check immunization requirements on the 
school immunization form found on the website or talk with your doctor.  Students enrolling in 7th grade need to 
have a Tdap vaccine given after age 10 (contains pertussis). 

 Care plans for asthma, allergy, diabetes, seizures, and a care plan for other concerns can be found on the 
school website or you can meet with the nurse to form a plan of care for school.  Contact your school health office or 
the nurse to discuss any medical concerns.  Please inform your student’s teacher, coaches, and bus driver of medi-
cal concerns as well. 

 Complete medication permission forms for meds being sent to school.  Meds have to be in original containers with 
legible labeling from the pharmacy or manufacturer.  Make certain that medications have not expired and that your 
student’s health office staff are aware if your student carries asthma medication or other emergency medication.  
Permission for stock acetaminophen and ibuprofen are on the yearly update form. 

 Students participating in high school or middle school athletics need a physical after May 1st of the new 
school year.  The Norris physical form includes a student’s health questionnaire to be completed by a parent, a re-
lease of information completed by a parent, record of the physical exam completed by physician, and release for 
athletics, also completed by physician.  If you do not use the Norris physical form, be certain that your physician also 
signs a release for participation in sports.  Also complete “Consent for School Activities NSAA” and the “Concussion 
Information” forms.  These can be found on the website.  Both student and parent(s) sign these forms. 

 Before school begins, deposit money into your family lunch account; complete paperwork for free and reduced 
lunches if you are eligible (form is included in this newsletter). 

 Review bus information mailed to you before school begins.  Communicate with your bus driver or the transporta-
tion secretary as needed. 

 New Students only, complete the computer and internet permission form, available from the school office or 
on the school website. 

 High School students must also complete the Student Handbook Signature Form.  This form is available online 
under “School Forms.” 

 Please note that ALL CALLS RECEIVED FROM NORRIS will show on your caller ID as “UNAVAILABLE.” 
 

Please feel free to mail in your forms or drop them off at the school office before school begins. 
 

WELCOME BACK! 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=school+health+office&qs=n&form=QBIR&pq=school+health+office&sc=8-19&sp=-1&sk=
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NORRIS SCHOOL DISTRICT 160 
25211 South 68th Street Firth, NE  68358 

Phone (402) 791-0000   An Equal Opportunity Employer   Fax (402)791-0025 
 

Dear Parent/Guardian: 
Children need healthy meals to learn. Norris School District offers healthy meals every school day. Breakfast costs $1.35; lunch 
costs K-5 $2.15, 6-12 $2.30. Your children may qualify for free meals or for reduced price meals. Reduced price is $.30 for breakfast 
and $.40 for lunch. 
 

If your child(ren) qualified for free or reduced price meals at the end of last school year, you must submit a new application by Sep-
tember 16, 2013 in order to avoid an interruption in meal benefits. 
1. Do I need to fill out an application for each child?  No. Complete the application to apply for free or reduced price meals. Use 
one Free and Reduced Price School Meals Application for all students in your household. We cannot approve an application that is 
not complete, so be sure to fill out all required information. Return the completed application to: Norris School, 25211 S. 68th 
St., Firth, NE  68358. 
2. Who can get free meals? All children in households receiving benefits from the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP), Food Distribution Program on Indian Reservations (FDPIR) or Temporary Assistance to Needy Families (TANF) can get 
free meals regardless of your income. Also, your children can get free price meals if your household income is within the free limits 
on the Federal Income Guidelines.  Who can get reduced price meals? Your children can get low cost meals if your household income is 
within the reduced price limits on the Federal Eligibility Income Chart show with this application. 
3. Can foster children get free meals? Yes, foster children that are under the legal responsibility of a foster care agency or court are 
eligible for free meals regardless of income.  Can homeless, runaway and migrant children get free meals?  Yes, children who 
meet the definition of homeless, runaway, or migrant qualify for free meals.  If you haven’t been told your children will get free 
meals, please call Dr. John Skretta, (402) 791-0000 to see if your child(ren) qualify. 
5. 6. Should I fill out an application if I received a letter this school year saying my children are approved for free or reduced price meals? 
Please read the letter you got carefully and follow the instructions. Call the school at (402) 791-0000 with questions. 
7. My child’s application was approved last year for meal benefits.  Do I need to fill out another one? Yes, your child’s appli-
cation is only good for that school year and the for the first few days of this school year.  You must send in a new application unless 
the school told you that your child is eligible for the new school year. 
8. I receive WIC. Can my child(ren) get free meals? Children in households participating in WIC may be eligible for free or reduced price meals. 
Please fill out an application.  
9. Will the information I give be checked? Yes, we may ask you to send written proof.  
10. If I don’t qualify now, may I apply later? Yes. You may apply at any time during the school year.  For example, children with 
a parent or guardian who becomes unemployed may become eligible for free or reduced price meals if the household income drops 
below the income limit. 
11. What if I disagree with the school’s decision about my application? You should talk to school officials. You also may ask for 
a hearing by calling or writing to: Norris School, Dr. John Skretta, 25211 S. 68th St., Firth, NE  68358, (402) 791-0000. 
12. May I apply if someone in my household is not a U.S. citizen? Yes. You or your child(ren) do not have to be a U.S. citizen to 
qualify for free or reduced price meals. 
13. Who should I include as members of my household? You must include all people living in your household, related or not 
(such as grandparents, other relatives, or friends) who share income and expenses. You must include yourself and all children who 
live with you.  If you live with other people who are economically independent (for example, people who you do not support, who 
do not share income with you or your children and who pay a pro-rated share of expenses), do not include them. 
14. What if my income is not always the same? List the amount that you normally get. For example, if you normally make $1000 
each month, but you missed some work last month and only made $900, put down that you make $1000 per month.  If you normally 
get overtime, include it, but do not if you only work overtime sometimes.  If you have lost a job or had your hours or wages reduced, 
use your current income. 
15. We are in the military.  Do we include our housing allowance as income? If you get an off-base housing allowance, it must 
be included as income.  However, if your housing is part of the Military Housing Privatization Initiative, do not include your housing 
allowance as income.  My spouse is deployed to a combat zone.  Is his/her combat pay counted as income?  No, if the combat 
pay is received in addition to his/her basic pay because of their deployment and it wasn’t received before he/she was deployed, com-
bat pay is not included as income.  Contact your school for more information. 
17.  My family needs more help.  Are there other programs we might apply for? To find out how to apply for TANF or other 
economic assistance benefits, please go online at ACCESNebraska.ne.gov or call 1-800-383-4278. 
If you have other questions or need help, call (402) 791-0000.   
Si necesita ayuda, por favor llame al teléfono: (402) 791-0000. 
Si vous voudriez d’aide, contactez nous au numero: (402) 791-0000. 
 
Sincerely, 
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Instructions for Completing the Free & Reduced Priced School Meals Family Application 

 

If your household receives benefits from the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance program 
(SNAP), Temporary Assistance to Needy Families (TANF) or the Food Distribution Pro-
gram on Indian Reservations (FDPIR),  follow these instructions: 
 

Part 1: List child(ren)’s name, school, and their grade. 
Part 2: Enter household’s Master Case Number if the household qualifies for SNAP, TANF, or 

FDPIR. 
Part 3: Skip this part. 
Part 4: Sign the form. The last four digits of a Social Security Number are all that are needed. 
Part 5: Answer this question if you choose to. 

If you are applying for a FOSTER CHILD, follow these instructions: 
 
If all children in the household are foster children: 
 

Part 1: List all foster children, the school they attend and their grade.  Check the box indicating   the 
child is a foster child. 

Part 2: Skip this part. 
Part 3: Skip this part. 
Part 4: Sign the form. The last four digits of a Social Security Number are all that are needed. 
Part 5: Answer this question if you choose to.  

If some of the children in the household are foster children and for ALL OTHER HOUSE-
HOLDS, including WIC households, follow these instructions: 
 

Part 1: List all children, including foster children, the school they attend and their grade.  Check the box if 
the child is a foster child. 

Part 2: If the household does not have a Master Case Number, skip this part. 

Part 3: Follow these instructions to report total household income from last month.  
Column 1–Household Name: List the first and last name of each person living in your household, 
related or not (such as grandparents, other relatives, or friends) who share income and expenses. 
Attach another sheet of paper if necessary. 
Column 2 –Gross income and how often it was received.  For each household member, list each 
type of income received for the month.  You must also report how often the money is received 
(weekly, every other week, twice a month, or monthly).  For earnings, be sure to list the gross in-
come, not the take-home pay.  Gross income is the amount earned before taxes and other de-
ductions.  You should be able to find it on your pay stub or your boss can tell you.  For other income, 
list the amount each person received for the month from welfare, child support, alimony, pensions, 
retirement, Social Security, Supplemental Security Income (SSI), Veteran’s benefits (VA benefits) and 
disability benefits.  Under All Other Income, list Worker’s Compensation, unemployment or strike ben-
efits, regular contributions from people who do not live in your household and any other income.  For 
individuals who are self-employed, report income after expenses from business, farm or rental proper-
ty.  Do not include income from SNAP, FDPIR, WIC, Federal education benefits and foster pay-
ments received by the family from the placing agency.  If you are in the military Privatization Housing 
Initiative or receive combat pay, do not include these allowances as income. 
Column 3–Check if NO income: If the person does not have any income, check the box. 

Part 4: An adult household member must sign the form and list the last four digits of their Social Security 
Number OR mark the box if he/she doesn’t have one. 

Part 5: Answer this question if you choose to.  
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2013-14 FREE AND REDUCED PRICE SCHOOL MEALS FAMILY APPLICATION 
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Your children may 
qualify for free or 

reduced price meals if 
your household 

income falls within 
the limits on this 

chart. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Use of Information Statement: This explains how we will use the information you give us. 
The Richard B. Russell National School Lunch Act requires the information on this application. You do not 
have to give the information, but if you do not, we cannot approve your child for free or reduced price 
meals.  You must include the last four digits of the social security number of the adult household member 
who signs the application.  The last four digits of the social security number are not required when you ap-
ply on behalf of a foster child or you list a Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP), Temporary 
Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) Program or Food Distribution Program on Indian Reservations 
(FDPIR) case number or other FDPIR identifier for your child or when you indicate that the adult household 
member signing the application does not have a social security number.  We will use your information to 
determine if your child is eligible for free or reduced price meals, and for administration and enforcement of 
the lunch and breakfast programs. We MAY share your eligibility information with education, health, and 
nutrition programs, auditors for program reviews and law enforcement officials to help them look into viola-
tions of program rules. 
 
 
 
Non-discrimination Statement: This explains what to do if you believe you have been treated 
unfairly.  
 
“In accordance with Federal law and U.S. Department of Agriculture policy, this institution is prohib-
ited from discriminating on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, age or disability.  To file a 
complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Ave-
nue, S.W., Washington, D.C.  20250-9410, or call toll free (866) 632-9992 (voice).  Individuals who 
are hearing impaired or have speech disabilities my contact USDA through the Federal Relay Ser-
vice at (800) 877-8339 or (800) 845-6136 (Spanish).  USDA is an equal opportunity provider and 
employer.” 
 

FEDERAL INCOME CHART 
For school year 2013-2014 

Household size Yearly Monthly Twice 
per 

month 

Every 
Two 

Weeks 

Weekly 

1 21,257 
 

1,772 886 818 409 

2 28,694 2,392 1,196 1,104 552 

3 36,131 3,011 1,506 1,390 695 

4 43,568 3,631 1,816 1,676 838 

5 51,005 4,251 2,126 1,962 981 

6 58,442 4,871 2,436 2,248 1,124 

7 65,879 5,490 2,745 2,534 1,267 

8 73,316 6,110 3,055 2,820 1,140 

Each additional 
person: 

7,437 620 310 287 144 
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Sharing Information with Other Programs 
 

 
Dear Parent/Guardian: 

To save you time and effort, the information you gave on your Free and Reduced-Price School Meals Application may be 
shared with other programs for which your children may qualify.  
 
For the following programs, we must have your permission to share your information. Sending in this form will 
not change whether your children get free or reduced-price meals. 

 

 

     No! I DO NOT want information from my Free and Reduced Price School Meals Application shared with any of 
       these programs. 

If you checked no, stop here. You do not have to complete or send in this form. Your information will not be 
shared. 

 

 Yes! I DO want school officials to share information from my Free and Reduced Price School Meals Application 
with Norris Food Backpack Program. 

 Yes! I DO want school officials to share information from my Free and Reduced Price School Meals Application 
with other school programs. 

 

If you checked yes to any or all of the boxes above, fill out the form below. Your information will be shared only 
with the programs you checked. 

 

 
 

For more information, you may call John Skretta at 402-791-0000 
Return this form to: 25211 South 68

th
 Street Firth, NE 68358 

 

Child’s Name:   School:   

Child’s Name:   School:   

Child’s Name:   School:   

Child’s Name:   School:   

Signature of Parent/Guardian:   Date:   

Printed Name:   

Address:   
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  From The Intermediate Principal . . . Dr. Bob Brandt       

FIFTY AND ONE   
Norris School District 160 marks the 50th year as an organized district in 2014.  Norris Intermediate School begins its 1st year as a 
building addition to the campus educational facilities. Norris Intermediate is an exceptional building provided by the Norris School 
District 160 patrons.  Students in Grades 3, 4, and 5 will benefit from instructional opportunities designed for their learning.  Opening 
the Intermediate School demonstrates ONE new Norris commitment added to the positive FIFTY year tradition. 
 

NORRIS INTERMEDIATE SCHOOL OPENS WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 14 
Classes begin at 8:30 and end at 3:30.   
 

NORRIS INTERMEDIATE: “A SCHOOL WHERE STUDENTS  STRIVE TO BE SAFE, RESPECTFUL, AND RESPONSIBLE!”  
Norris Intermediate School students and staff will learn and practice Positive Behaviors, Interventions, and Supports 
(PBiS).  Consistent building strategies will help students thrive as responsible productive learners.  The Intermediate School (PBiS) 
Teacher Team has met to develop and refine school plans and strategies.   
 

Norris Intermediate students will study and learn Nebraska Academic Core Standards.  State measurements of individual perfor-
mance will be reported for writing, reading, math, and science.  Individual science knowledge is tested in Grade 5.  Health Education 
curriculum and instruction materials will continue at the Intermediate School.   

 

OPEN HOUSE DATES AND TIMES   
Monday, August 12 6:30 - 7:30 pm (Grade 5) 
Tuesday, August 13 6:00 - 7:00 pm (Grade 3) and 7:00 - 8:00 pm (Grade 4) 
Families are encouraged to visit with their child’s teacher and become familiar with the building.  Lunch money 
can be deposited in the family lunch account.  Parents will be asked to schedule their parent conferences for the 
1st semester and 2nd semester during the Open House.  Conference dates are: 
1st Semester:   Monday, Sept. 23 and Thursday, Sept. 26 
2nd Semester: Tuesday, Feb. 18 and Thursday, Feb. 20   
 

NORRIS INTERMEDIATE SCHOOL STAFF CHANGES 
Teacher changes for 2013-14 are: 
Justin Ray - Grade 5 Patty Elwood - Art 
Melissa Wesch - Physical Education Jean Spilker - Music 
Mary Free - Spanish 
Other personnel include: 
MaryAnn Franken and Nicole Martin - Office Administrative staff 
Becky Pogreba and Jamie Klein share School Nurse responsibilities 
Linda Truscott - Head Cook 
Ryan Oltman - Head Custodian 
 

BEFORE/AFTER SCHOOL CHILD CARE PROGRAM 
The Norris Parent Teacher Organization will provide a Before and After School Child Care Program.  The program is housed at the 
Elementary School.  Intermediate School children will be escorted to the Elementary School after buses depart.  Using the Before 
School Program?  Parents may leave their school age children at the ES building at 7:00 A.M. and pick them up by 6:00 P.M.   
 

FOOD BACKPACK PROGRAM AVAILABLE 
Families must complete Form L with the School Lunch Application form to be considered for the Food Backpack distribution pro-
gram.  A form is available in this newsletter (page 16) or stop by the Intermediate School or Superintendent’s Office to pick one up. 
 

SCHOOL PREPARATION 
Parents, relatives, and neighbors can help children prepare for the start of the school year by scheduling reading time; practicing writ-
ing; and reviewing math facts.  Ask children to describe what they have done.  Have children predict an outcome to a story before 
they read and summarize what occurred.  Ask questions about the story or an event.  Who, what, when, and where questions allow 
children to recall what they have done or read.  Thanks for helping children start the school year with confidence and continue to en-
joy time together.   
 

HEALTH AND WELLNESS 
Norris Intermediate School will continue to encourage healthy lifestyles through good nutrition and fitness.  Health education, physical 
education, exercise breaks, awareness of food allergies, and the general well-being of children will promote academic achievement 
through their lifetimes.   

VOLLEYBALL YOUTH LEAGUE 
We will offer volleyball youth league again this fall.  The focus will be to work on the fundamental skills of volleyball.  
There will be some competition in drills and games.  The coaches will be current volleyball players under the direction of 
the HS volleyball coaches. 

The Volleyball Youth League will be held on the following dates: 
August 31st, September 21st, and October 12th 

All GRADES will be from 8:30-10 AM 
 

Information will be sent home in Thursday folders at the beginning of the school year for students in grades 1-6.  If you 
have any questions please contact Christina Boesiger at 402-791-0030 or by email at christina.boesiger@nsdtitans.org 

 

Thank you! 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=mark+your+calendar+&qs=n&form=QBIR&pq=mark+your+calendar+&sc=8-19&sp=-1&sk=
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  From The Elementary Principal . . . Dr. Brenda Tracy  
NORRIS ELEMENTARY IS A SCHOOL FOR STUDENTS TO BE SAFE, RESPECTFUL, AND RESPONSIBLE.  Norris Elementary 
School students and staff will learn and practice Positive Behaviors, Interventions, and Strategies.  Consistent building strategies will 
help students thrive as responsible productive learners.   
 

OPEN HOUSE DATES AND TIMES   
Monday August 12 6:00-7:00 P.M.: Pre-School, K-2 
 

Families are encouraged to visit with their child’s teacher and become familiar with the building.  Lunch money can be deposited in 
the family lunch account.  Kindergarten students will be provided a bus ride at the conclusion of their visit.  Parents will be asked to 
schedule their parent conferences for the fall and spring during the Open House.   
 

FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL:   
Wednesday, August 14 is the first school day. This will be a full school day from 8:30-3:25.  Please avoid parking near the north and 
south entrances where bus, school handicap bus, and pedestrian traffic will be present. 
 

The south entrance off of 68th Street is to be used when delivering or picking up students during arrival and dismissal times. The 
south doors will be open until 9:00 a.m. and after 3:20 PM for delivery and pick up.  Please do not use the north entrance off of 
Princeton Road to drop off or pick up your child.  All bus traffic will be moving to the north side of the elementary school between the 
elementary and intermediate building therefore, all elementary students will need to be picked up and dropped off at the south doors. 
Thanks for helping make all children and adults safe in the parking lots. 
 

NORRIS ELEMENTARY STAFF CHANGES 
Holly Gifford will be working as the Media Specialist in the PreK-2 building 
Rhonda Bors will be teaching kindergarten 
Matthew Clemens will be teaching kindergarten 
Cindy Price will be teaching 1st grade 

Ben Lueders will be teaching Art in the Elementary 
Michael Persampieri will be serving as the district School Psychologist and the Elementary Counselor. 
Lisa Emeigh will be teaching Kindergarten who was previously teaching 6th grade 

Mary Free will be teaching Spanish 
Rex Hollman is the new Elementary Custodian 
Abby Reese will be the Occupational Therapist for the district 

Ann Thober will be working as the District Reading Coach 
 

I want to welcome each of our new teachers, as well as congratulate our staff who are moving into different roles. 
 

BEFORE AND AFTER SCHOOL CHILD CARE PROGRAM 
The Norris Elementary Parent Teacher Organization (PTO) will provide a Before and After School Child Care Program.  Parents may 
leave their school age children at school at 7:00 A.M. and pick them up by 6:00 P.M.  Parents pay an hourly fee for the time the child/
children are present.  The program will be in operation on days when students are attending school.  This program will not include 
vacations, non-student days, or the summer time.  Additional information and registration material will be available at Open House.    

 

FOOD BACKPACK PROGRAM AVAILABLE 
Families need to complete Form L with the School Lunch Application form to be considered for the Food Backpack 
distribution program.  A form is available in this newsletter or stop by the elementary or superintendent’s offices for an 
application.   
 

EDU-PUP RETURNS TO HELP STUDENTS       
A trained Edu-Pup, therapy dog will continue to be  in the elementary building.  A therapy dog in the building enhanc-
es the student learning environment; as well as enhance students’ self-esteem, improve social skills, aid in communi-

cation, and increase positive character skills and traits.  Mrs. Dudley, Mrs. Fossberg, and Izzy have completed extensive training to 
become certified members of the Edu-Pup Therapy Program.     
 

HEALTH AND WELLNESS 
Norris Elementary School will continue to encourage healthy lifestyles through good nutrition and fitness.  Health education, physical 
education, exercise breaks, awareness of food allergies, and the general well-being of children will promote academic achievement 
through their lifetimes.   

 
 

“Minds are like parachutes,  
they only function when  

they are open.” 
~James Dewar~ 

 

Welcome back Norris students!   
 

We look forward to a great  
2013-14 school year! 

 

Norris Association  
of Educators 

 

CRAFTERS WANTED!! 
 

Norris PTO Fall Craft Fair in the 
High School Building 

Saturday, October 26, 2013 
9 AM-4 PM 

View information online at 
www.norris160.org/pto  

or via email at  
norriscraftfair@windstream.net 

 

SCHOOL NUMBERS 
 District Office    791-0000 

 High School   791-0010 

 Middle School   791-0020  

 Intermediate School  791-0040  

 Elementary School  791-0030  

 Bus Barn    791-0005 

 Food Service   791-0036 

 HS Health Aide  791-0052 

 MS Health Aide  791-0020 
 IS  Health Aide  791-0020 
 ES Health Aide  791-0051 

mailto:helmberger@windstream.net
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=food+backpack+program&qs=n&form=QBIR&pq=food+backpack+program&sc=8-15&sp=-1&sk=
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Thank You Norris parents and students! 
What an honor it has been to be the Food Service Director here at Norris for the past 5 years.  Lots of things have changed not only 
to the food service program, but also to the lunch program nation-wide.  New rules and regulations the last two years keeps everyone 
on their toes.  In my position as the Food Service Director for the past 5 years I have been apart of some pretty big accomplishments.  
All three buildings have received the Bronze award from the Alliance for  Healthy Generations.  The elementary school was the first 
to achieve this recognition.  The High School and then Middle School also accomplished this hurdle.  Then it was on to the HUSSC 
award.  This was more stringent and we were pleased to have again all 3 schools receiving the Bronze award.  With this award came 
a monetary reward.  We also have been fortunate to receive the Fuel Up to Play 60 grants the past 2 years.  Two years ago we had 
the honor to try the Farm 2 School program, which we continue to utilize here at Norris.  Last year We started the grab N go in the 
Middle School and with the increase in Breakfast participation we received  3rd place in the Nebraska Breakfast Challenge.  Norris 
took part in the Free Salad Bars at School and have received 3 new salad bars.  All in all, I would like to say thank you to the Norris 
staff for helping achieve some of the goals I had set out to do as Food Service Director.   
 

Please welcome Melinda Maendele as the Norris Food Service Director.   I will be moving to the new Intermediate school as the man-
ager and will be the districts nutritionist.  My new goal is to get the new building caught up with the others in their awards and then 
help lead the district to the next level in the Alliance and HUSSC award to silver.  Thanks for the opportunity to put Norris ahead of 
some other schools and a school that others often look up to.   
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ELEMENTARY  
BUILDING 

Kindergarten:  
1 Large bag or Backpack without 
wheels (large enough to carry a 12” 
x 16” envelope) *Please label your 
child’s backpack on the outside; 1  
large box of Kleenex (175 count); 4 
boxes of regular size Crayola brand 
(not Rose Art)– 24 count crayons; 12 
large white glue sticks .74 oz (not 
Rose Art); One box ziplock bags-last 
names starting with A-F bring 2-
gallon size, G-L 1-gallon size, M-R 
sandwich size, and S-Z snack size. 
Certain brands have been requested 
due to the quality of these particular 
products.  Bring your child’s sup-
plies with you to the Kindergarten 
Open House.     
Grade 1: 
2 boxes regular size crayons (16 or 
24 count only); 6 glue sticks, 12 
plain yellow #2 pencils with erasers, 
sharpened (do not label); 1 pkg of 
pencil tip erasers; 1 plastic hinged-
lid pencil box (approximately 5” x 8 
1/2”); 1 or 2 large box tissues (175 
count);  1 box of ziplock bags: last 
names starting with A-L 1 jumbo (2 
gallon) and M-Z 1 sandwich size; 1 
wide-ruled spiral notebook.  Please 
do not send Trapper Keepers, me-
chanical pencils, markers or pencil 
sharpeners.  Label supplies, except 
pencils, with your child’s name.   
Grade 2: 
1 school bag or backpack; 1 box of 
regular crayons (24 count maxi-
mum); 10 glue sticks; 24 plain yel-
low (Ticonderoga brand) #2 sharp-
ened pencils; 1 school size scissors; 
2 large boxes of tissues (175 count); 
1 spiral notebook (70 page wide-
lined); 1 set of colored pencils; 2 
standard rectangular erasers; 1 bottle 
pkg of disinfectant wipes (75 count); 
1 large bottle of hand sanitizer; 1 
snap lock pencil box; 1 box of zip-
lock bags (students with the last 
names beginning A-M bring Quart 
size and N-Z bring gallon size). 
 

 

INTERMEDIATE  
BUILDING 

Grade 3: 
1 wide- ruled spiral notebook; 1 
zipper bag (for pencils); 1 book bag 
or back pack; 2 large boxes tissues 
(175 count);  24- #2 basic yellow 
pencils with erasers; 1 box crayons 
and or colored pencils (No Mark-
ers); 2  red pens; 4 glue sticks; 1 
eraser; 1 blunt-tipped scissors; 1 
composite notebook; 1 box ziplock 
freezer storage bags (last names 
beginning with A-M bring gallon 
size bags and N-Z bring sandwich 
size); 1 container of disinfecting 
wipes; and 1 water bottle with 
screw-on lid.   
Grade 4: 
36 - #2 pencils with erasers (please 
bring sharpened and not mechani-
cal); 1 package pencil top erasers; 
10 red checking pens; 5 glue sticks; 
2 large boxes of tissues (175 
count); 1 set colored pencils;  
1 box crayons; 1 zippered pencil 
pouch (nylon);  1 book bag or 
backpack;  1 box ziplock freezer 
storage bags (last names beginning 
with A-M bring quart size bags, N-
Z bring gallon size bags);  1 con-
tainer Clorox disinfectant wipes 
(75-100 count); 1 bottle hand sani-
tizer (12 oz. or larger); 1 fabric 
(stretchy) book cover for math; 
markers are optional.   
Grade 5:  
1– 6 pocket plastic folder with 
clasp or students may use their 
“briefcase” from 4th grade (no 
Trapper Keepers); 1-spiral note-
book (70 pages); 1-spiral five-
subject notebook; 1 spiral composi-
tion notebook for science; 2 pkgs 3
-ring loose-leaf notebook paper 
(used daily); 6-glue sticks (white 
only, no liquid glue); 24-#2 pencils 
with erasers (no mechanical); 12-
red pens; 12-black or blue pens; 1-
pencil box or plastic pencil bag; 1 
pair of school scissors; 2 large box-
es of tissues; 1 yellow highlighter; 
2 textbook size (large-extra large) 
stretchy book covers. 

MIDDLE SCHOOL  
BUILDING 

Grade 6: 
5 -1” three- ring notebooks (NO 
TRAPPER KEEPER); 5 pkgs. of 5 
or 8 notebook dividers; loose-leaf 
paper; 1 Composition Notebook (200 
pages) for English; 2-two pocket 
folders for music; red pens; black 
and/or blue pens; #2 lead pencils or 
mechanical pencils w/ extra lead; 
erasers; colored pencils; scissors; 
two boxes of tissues; large stretchy 
book covers (optional); a cheap pair 
of headphones for media-based as-
signments.  No whiteout or Sharpie 
markers. 
 
Grade 7: 
5- 1.5” three ring notebooks (no 
Trapper Keeper); five packages of 
notebook dividers; package of blue 
or black ballpoint and red pens; #2 
lead pencils or mechanical pencils 
with extra lead; box of colored pen-
cils and box of markers; highlighter; 
1-pkg of 4”x6” lined note cards; 
three-ring loose-leaf notebook paper; 
book covers (paper sacks will also 
work); one box tissues; and a cheap 
pair of headphones for media-based 
assignments. 
 
Grade 8: 
5– 1.5” or 2” three-ring notebooks 
(no Trapper Keepers); 5 spiral note-
books; red, black, blue pens (no gel 
pens); #2 lead pencils; colored pen-
cils; 1 pkg 3”x5” note cards (100); 1 
pkg of spiral bound note cards; 1 
glue stick; loose leaf paper; 2 boxes 
of tissues; highlighter; dividers for 
binders and a cheap pair of head-
phones for media-based assignments. 
 
Physical Education: All students 
need tennis shoes with laces tied or 
Velcro closures, and athletic socks.  
Grades 6-8 need a pair of loose fit-
ting athletic gym shorts and t-shirts 
(not sleeveless) to keep in their PE 
locker and change into prior to PE 
class. 
 

 

SUGGESTED SCHOOL SUPPLY LISTS FOR 2013-2014 
Note: Lists can also be found on the Norris Homepage! 

Please remember to label all personal items with a permanent marker. 
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