
Volume 48 Issue 5 April/May 2013    
 

From the Superintendent's Desk… Dr. John Skretta 

 

NORRIS ADMINISTRATORS 

Dr. John Skretta, Superintendent          791-0000 

Brian Maschmann, Assistant Superintendent    791-0000 

Ryan Ruhl, High School Principal          791-0010 

Charlie Hutzler, HS Asst Principal    791-0010 

Greg Hardin, Activities Director     791-0010 

Mary Jo Rupert, MS Principal     791-0020 

Brenda Tracy, Asst MS Principal/Spec Ed Admin 791-0020 

Dr. Robert Brandt, Elementary Principal   791-0030 

Matt Rice, Assistant Elementary Principal       791-0030 

It's the fourth quarter: lift your knees, pump your arms and stride hard to the finish! Having been a mile run guy in high school, I 
often remember the rantings of my high school coach yelling and urging me onward when I think about the fourth quarter: For 
students, the fourth quarter can feel similar to that grueling fourth lap of a mile run. But when we push hard to the finish and 
give it all we've got, the sense of pride and elation upon completion is evident! 
 

2012-13 has been a tremendous year for the Norris school district. With the start of the fourth quarter, it's a chance to look 
back on what's already been accomplished while pushing hard to continue to achieve through the end of the year. Just a year 
ago, we were barely into the planning stages for the new intermediate school. Now, it is a nearly complete gorgeous structure 
that will be a wonderful place of learning for Norris students for many generations. 
 

2012-13 has also seen tremendous team efforts from our teachers, working together to help improve student achievement.  In 
every area, teachers have focused their work by aligning curriculum to ensure that what gets taught, when, and to what level is 
evident to everyone. This means teachers, students, and our parents have an increased awareness of clear, consistent 
achievement targets that are anchored in (but not limited to) our state standards. An area we are especially proud of is Special 
Education, where our Regular Ed and Special Education teachers continue to work on creating the most inclusive classroom 
environment possible through co – teaching. This approach elevates the achievement of all involved. 
 

2012-13 has also seen a nearly unparalleled level of success attained in Norris activities. What an impressive run from our 
girls basketball team at the state tournament! What a tremendous accomplishment for our cheer team to repeat as state cham-
pions in not one, but two premiere events. What tremendous affirmation of the Norris fan base by winning, 
for a second consecutive year, the sportsmanship award at the state tournament. These are just a few of the many activities 
accomplishments this year. 
 

2012-13 has been a year of great success operationally, too. Our team members understand that, when we are privileged 
enough to work at Norris, we are all educators. Each of us has a role in furthering academic achievement. Nowhere is this 
more evident than in our middle school nutrition services program, where the celebrated Grab & Go student breakfast program 
has helped ensure our students thrive by having a nutritious breakfast opportunity that is quick and convenient. Congratula-
tions to this program for helping our district win state recognition in the School Breakfast Challenge sponsored by the State of 
Nebraska. 
 

On brownies and 'bake sales': It is interesting to note that despite the rather amazing compilation of successes described 
above, what you may have found most people want to talk about when it comes to the Norris district in the last few weeks re-
lates to student misconduct. Specifically, the media coverage surrounding the misdeeds of a couple students who created and 
then sold marijuana brownies to several other high school students.  I want to reassure you of several things related to this 
unfortunate incident. First, we will continue to do everything in our power to ensure our campus is safe and our students are 
drug – free. Second, we know that this requires a team effort involving families, communities, law enforcement, in short – all of 
us. Third, when students mess up at Norris, we will hold them accountable for their mistakes, and then we will forgive them 
and help them to be the best versions of themselves and to successfully uphold our expectations. Thank you for joining in that 
effort to maintain expectations, and for taking genuine pride in being a Norris Titan, especially in those moments of adversity 
or when your patience is tested by the sometimes perplexing behavior of children - yours, theirs, and 'ours.' 

10th Annual  
Norris Education Foundation Golf Tournament 

 

Friday June 21, 2013 
Yankee Hill Country Club 

Four-person Scramble $500 per team  
11:30 Registration/Luncheon 

12:30 Shotgun Start 
4:30 Social Hour 

5:30 Dinner/Prizes 
 

To register contact any of the following: 
Larry Grosshans jlg44745@windstream.net 

John Skretta-john.skretta@nsdtitans.org 
Roy Baker-rb70825@windstream.net 

John Laflin-jlaflin@pinnbank.com 
Dave Luedders-dlueders@bisoninc.com 

Chad Otto-cotto@1fsb.com 
Lloyd Otto-laotto24@yahoo.com 



GEORGE NORRIS SCHOOL NEWSLETTER Page 2 

 From the desk of the Assistant Superintendent. . . Brian Maschmann 

From Student Council...Student Council held our annual staff breakfast in March.  The members 
of StuCo made breakfast and brought it in for our fabulous teachers and staff. 
 

Twenty-four students in our Council headed to the District 6 student council convention held at 
Lincoln High on February 26.  While we were there, we were given information about international 
affairs and generatively from UN-L staff, and worked on leadership techniques during breakout 
sessions.  In the afternoon, all of the students (and teachers) went out to different parts of Lincoln 
to do community service.  Norris students duties ranged from sorting books in a library to making 
truffula trees for a local daycare to cleaning the play grounds. Throughout the day, the students of 
District 6 created some new friends and bonded closer to their old ones. 
 

February 18, StuCo hosted an intramural basketball tournament.  After many awesome wins and 
devastating losses, the teachers’ team won it all.  The tournament was a success and we raised 
over $1000 for the Make-a-Wish Foundation!  Everybody should feel like a winner, as everyone’s 
participation helped raise the money for this great cause. This has been a wonderful and success-
ful year for student council, and we look forward to continuing to better our school and community 
next year. 

It’s finally springtime, and this time of year goes quickly! With a full schedule of activities and warmer weather outside, p lease con-
tinue to remind your students of their school responsibilities. This is an area where it will pay to partner with the school, as it will help 
to promote student success during a crucial time of year. 
 

On March 6, 2013 the HS staff participated in what we now call our “Flipped” Parent/Teacher Conference evening. From 4-8 PM that 
evening, teachers collaborated with each other to discuss student progress and initiate strategies for specific student success. Fol-
lowing this collaboration, our teachers took the initiative to reach out to parents and make personal contact with key students. This 
occurred either through a phone call or an email. Of particular note, teachers also identified students who were striving to do their 
best in a particular area, then made contact with parents of these students. There has been positive feedback from the parents con-
tacted, and we feel that a stronger partnership has been created with parents in the process. Through this event, we were able to 
reach out to more families than we have met with on a typical parent-teacher night. This is the second time we have utilized profes-
sional time for this type of activity this year and each time it has shown to be a positive and productive night for teachers, students, 
and parents. 
 

Nebraska State Accountability (NeSA) testing is taking place in the HS during the fourth quarter. To maximize student performance 
on these accountability tests, it is important for them to get proper rest and to eat nutritious meals whenever possible. This is espe-
cially important just before and on testing days. 
 

This year’s Prom will be held on Saturday, April 27, 2013. The dance is at the Pla-Mor Ballroom and Post-Prom will be held at the 
High School. Additional details will be provided as the event approaches. 
 

Seniors - graduation will be here before you know it! Our commencement ceremony will take place on May 19, 2013 at 3:00 PM in the 
middle school gym. If you are the parent of a Senior, stay informed of their academic progress by questioning them every night.  
Avoid taking the easy route and press them to complete their studies at a high level of expectation. As an additional reminder, Honors 
Convocation will be held on May 14, at 7:00 PM in the Auditorium.  Have a great end to the school year! 

Like many families, the Maschmanns usually shares stories about our day around the dinner table.  My wife, Kim, asks each person 
to tell their highs and lows for the day.  Usually one of the kids says a wisecrack like “Recess was my high, and my low was getting 
up this morning.”  This is generally followed by Kim, or myself, giving them “the look” and asking the question again.  Sometimes the 
responses start additional conversations about interesting events which happened at school or on the bus. My newsletter will tell 
about the highs and lows of the Norris School District. 
 

The Highs- 
Student involvement:  It’s great to see a high percentage of student participation in our district.  The opportunities at Norris allow a 
large number of students to participate in quality programs. This year we had state qualifiers in athletics, activities and club sponsored 
events.  Norris also won the sportsmanship award for the second year in a row.   
Student Achievement: Norris has a reputation of being a top achieving school. We are focused on student achievement and pride 
ourselves in consistently scoring in the top five schools in the state while maintaining the lowest per pupil cost.   
Patron Commitment: One year ago the patrons of the district voted and passed a $14-million bond issue by 63% (largest margin in 
school history) to build a new intermediate school and an addition onto the high school for Band, Industrial Tech and Weld-
ing.  Presently, we are on schedule to open the new building in May and the high school addition mid-summer.  Without the commit-
ment of the Norris patrons this wouldn’t have happened.  Thank you. 
 

The Low-  
Norris State Aid- Every year the state aid at Norris has been an issue.  We have worried about our aid being reduced due to budget 
cuts at the state level.  This year the certification date has been moved from February to June.  Two allowances will no longer benefit 
our school district through state aid: Teacher Education Allowance and Class Size Reduction.  Norris receives over $2 million in those 
areas combined.  LB 407 will discontinue the Teacher Education Allowance to be a factor in the state aid formula and Class Size Al-
lowance sunsets this year and will not be revived.   We will remain optimistic about the state funding through state aid and adjust our 
budget accordingly for the 2013-14 school year. Thank you for another great year at Norris. We are all looking forward to the warm 
months ahead. 

 From the High School Office. . . Principal Ryan Ruhl & Asst Principal Charlie Hutzler 

CALLING ALL 
CRAFTERS! 

Norris PTO Fall Craft Fair 

will be at the High School on 
Saturday, October 26, 2013 

from 9 am - 4 pm 
Registration information  

will be 
available after May 1, 2013 

at http://

www.norris160.org/

resourcespto/pto-craft-fair 

http://www.norris160.org/resourcespto/pto-craft-fair
http://www.norris160.org/resourcespto/pto-craft-fair
http://www.norris160.org/resourcespto/pto-craft-fair
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From The Activity Director’s Office . . . Greg Hardin 

Important Upcoming Athletic Events: 
EMC Baseball Tournament @ Elkhorn - April 9, 11, 12 
District Baseball Tournament @ TBA - May 3, 4, 6, 7 

State Baseball Tournament @ Lincoln - May 11, 13, 14, 15, 16 
 

EMC Girls Tennis Tournament @ Lincoln (Nebraska Tennis Center) - May 6 
State Girls Tennis Tournament @ Lincoln (Nebraska Tennis Center)- May 16, 17 

 

EMC Boys/Girls Soccer Tournament @ TBA - April 22, 23, 25, 26 
District Boys Soccer Tournament @ TBA - April 29, 30 and May 2 
District Girls Soccer Tournament @ TBA - April 29, 30 and May 2 

State Boys/Girls Soccer Tournament @ Omaha (Morrison Stadium) May 8-11  
 

EMC Boys Golf Tournament @ Lincoln (Mahoney Golf Course) - April 30 
District Boys Golf Tournament @ Lincoln (Woodland Hills Golf Course)- May 13 

State Boys Golf Tournament @ Grand Island (Jackrabbit Run Golf Course) - May 21, 22 
 

EMC Boys/Girls Track Meet @ Bennington - May 2 
District Boys/Girls Track Meet @ Auburn - May 9 

State Boys/Girls Track Meet @ Omaha (Burke High School) - May 17, 18 
 

CONGRATULATIONS TO: 
 

EMC Academic All Conference Selections for Winter Sports: 
Wrestling - Ben Rice 

Swimming– Luke Monhollon 
Girls Basketball - Mackenzie Allen, Korrina Baird, Kasey Hohlen, Andrea Jameson,  

Alix Bryant, Bridget Bucher, Elizabeth Ehmen, and Hannah Hoefler 
Boys Basketball - Nate Oden, Josh Gutzmer, James Kruger, Tony Mainelli,  

Jake Peterson, Bryce Peterson, and Jakson Reetz 
 

EMC All Conference Selections for Winter Sports: 
Wrestling - Clay Cobb 1st and Dakota Anderson 2nd 

Girls Basketball - Alix Bryant, Bridget Bucher, and Kasey Hohlen,  
Boys Basketball - Jakson Reetz and Dylan Bohlke 

 

EMC All Conference Honorable Mention for Winter Sports: 
Wrestling - Taylon Lienemann 3rd, Jared Anderson 3rd 

Girls Basketball - Kylie Hohlen and Hannah Hoefler 
Boys Basketball - James Kruger, AJ Flodman, Logan Dorn, and Tony Mainelli 

 

NSAA Academic All State for Winter Sports: 
Swimming-Luke Monhollon 

Wrestling-Ben Rice and Andrew Freehling 
Girl’s Basketball-Bridget Bucher and Hannah Hoefler 

Boy’s Basketball-James Kruger and Tony Mainelli 
 

NSAA State Qualifiers for Winter Sports: 
Swimming-Brittany Funk, Ciarra Benes, and Emily Schroeder 

Wrestling-Clay Cobb 3rd and Taylon Lienemann 
Girl’s Basketball-State Runner-Up 

Girl’s Basketball Team-Sportsmanship Champions Class B 

 
PRAIRIE TO DAIRY 

DASH 
Saturday, July 27th at 
Prairieland Dairy 

Brought to you by The Good Times 
Running Club 

• 1-mile kids run at 7:45 AM  and 
 • 2 or 5-mile run at 8 AM 

A portion of this years proceeds will go 
to Sister Hugs; 
 https://www.facebook.com/SisterHugs 
• Free Ice-cream and chocolate milk at 

the finish line!!  
• Chip Timing 

• Awards to all age groups!  
Contact Charlene TenHulzen 
at kt3andc@inebraska.com 

Or Kerri Koehn  
at kerrikoehn@windstream.net 

for more information or for a  
registration form 

Look for the Facebook page:  Prairie to 
Dairy Dash:https://www.facebook.com/
events/492996564091335 

 Sports Physicals - May 4th 
 

Nebraska Orthopedic and Sports Medi-
cine will once again be offering sports 
physicals at Norris on Saturday, May 4th 
for the 2013-14 sports season for stu-
dent’s grades 8-12.  These physicals 
fulfill all requirements to participate in 
middle school and high school sports; 
however, they cannot be used for the 
required 7th grade physicals.  Cost of 
the physical is $32 and must be paid 
prior to Saturday, May 4th.   Please 
make checks payable to Norris High 
School.   Appointments can be made 
from 8:30 AM to Noon.  Please contact 
the high school office to schedule an 
appointment.   

Camp Invention Announcement 
Due to scheduling conflicts this sum-
mer, we won't be having Camp In-
vention.  We are planning to bring it 
back to Norris for the summer of 
2014!  Thank you to everyone who 
has participated in the past - we 
hope to see you in 2014. 
 

If you have any questions,  
please contact 

melissa.wesch@nsdtitans.org 

Final Blood Drive 2012-13 
Mark your calendar for the final 

Blood Drive this year! 
 

When: Tuesday, April 23  
from 10:30 AM-4 PM 

Where:  North High School Gym 
 

The Nebraska Com-
munity Blood Bank 
relies on organizations 
such as the Norris 
School District to meet 
the demands for blood 
throughout the com-

munity. With donors like you, they 
are able to fulfill their mission. 
 

Call Becky O'Connor 
at 402.791.0010 or email  

becky.oconnor@nsdtitans.org  
to schedule a donation time. 

 

Thanks for Being the  
TYPE that Gives! 

https://www.facebook.com/SisterHugs
mailto:kt3andc@inebraska.com
mailto:kerrikoehn@windstream.net
https://www.facebook.com/events/492996564091335
https://www.facebook.com/events/492996564091335
mailto:melissa.wesch@nsdtitans.org
tel:402.791.0010
mailto:becky.oconnor@nsdtitans.org
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=blood+drive&view=detail&id=F9F04F3CB3A3467AB8F4B6D118A096369B4D3C6A&first=0&FORM=IDFRIR
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2013 NORRIS GIRLS  
BASKETBALL  

SPRING/SUMMER CLINICS 
 
 

Current Grades K-7    
May 8, 9, 10 from 3:30-5:30 PM 

Registration forms for elementary will be 
sent home in Thursday folders.  Middle 
school students will receive a registration 
form from Coach Hagerman or you may 
pick one up from the MS office.  

 

GRADES (entering) 9-12  
May 28-31st 1:00-4:00 PM 

HS students will receive a registration 
form from Coach Hagerman or you can 
pick one up in the MS/HS offices.  

 

All registration forms are due back by 
April 26th.   
 

Registration forms can also be requested 
by emailing Coach Hagerman at 
mark.hagerman@nsdtitans.org 

2013 NORRIS  
VOLLEYBALL CAMPS 
Elementary / Middle / High 

School 
 

 

ELEMENTARY & MIDDLE SCHOOL 
VOLLEYBALL CAMP 

Grades (current) 1st-7th  
May 13-15 from 3:30-5:45 PM 

The gym locations will be determined at a 
later date. 
Camp information will be sent out to stu-
dents in Thursday folders. 
Middle school information will be passed 
out by the PE department and forms will be 
available in the office. 

 

HIGH SCHOOL CAMP  
(MARK YOUR CALENDARS TO ATTEND) 

Grades (current) 8th-11th  
High School Camp: This will be held the 
week of July 22-26.  Details will be mailed 
out later.  We are switching to a later date 
to allow for the club seasons to wrap up 
and let our camp lead up to our season.  
Please plan to attend and schedule vaca-
tions around this week.  
Possible JV & Varsity Team Camp Dates 
(we will decide in April which camps we will 
be attending). 

Creighton July 11-12 
Wesleyan July 12-13 

UNL July 27-28 
UNO July 19-20 

 

Information will be mailed out in early 
April and please bring all completed 
forms and fees to our summer meeting 
in mid April!! Watch the announce-
ments for our meeting time and date. 

 

Congratulations to Terrill 
Murray for being selected to 
play in the 2013 Nebraska 
Shrine Bowl on June 1st at 
UNK.  
 

Congratulations to the following Norris 
football players who will be continuing 
their football careers at the college level: 
Jared Liesemeyer-Hastings College, 
Nolan Gloe-Peru State College, and Nick 
Davis-Nebraska Wesleyan. 
 

Norris Football camp for players currently 
in grades 3-7 will be held May 8-10th.  
Registration forms can be found in the 
Elementary and Middle School offices, 
as well as the following website: 
http://www.norris160.org/profile/jim-
jacobsen 
 

Norris area Football Coaches Clinic 
will be held Saturday, June 8th at Norris 
HS (more info to follow).  The clinic is for 
all football coaches (youth & school) in 
our Norris District. 
 

Camp for Norris football players who will 
be in grades 9-12 in the fall of 2013 will 
be July 8-11th.  Equipment for this camp 
will be checked out to players in late 
June (more info to follow).  Registration 
forms can be found in the MS and HS 
offices, as well as on the website above. 
 

Summer strength & conditioning will 
start in late May and continue through 
early August (TBA). 
 

Norris football conditioning & team 
building will be August 5-9 for all 9-12 
grade football players (more info to fol-
low). 
 

Two-A-Day football practices will be 
August 12-16th (more info to follow).  

Norris Baseball Camp  
For 4th-8th graders 

 

When: May 22-24th 
Where: Norris Softball 

Complex 
Time: 8:30-10:15 AM (grades 4-5) 

10:30 AM to 12:30 PM (grades 6-7-8)  
Cost: $40 and includes a t-shirt and 

camp clinicians 
Equipment needed: ball glove and 

bat (if you already have one) 
Camp registration is due May 5th 

 

Contact Jason Cullison if questions. 
402-791-0020 @ school or email  

jason.cullison@nsdtitans.org 
 

Camp forms can be found at: 
https://sites.google.com/a/

nsdtitans.org/cullison/pictures/titan-
baseball-camp-forms  

2013 NORRIS LADY TITANS  
ELEMENTARY & MIDDLE SCHOOL 

SOFTBALL CAMPS 
Tues, May 28th, Wed, May 29th, and 

Thurs,  May 30th (3 days only) @  
Norris Park Softball Field 

 

Current grades 1-4 2:00 to 3:30 PM 
Current grades 5-8    4:00 to 5:30 PM 

 

 Each participant must have a com-
pleted registration form turned in by 
May .   

 Registration forms will be sent home 
in Thursday folders in April for ele-
mentary students.   

 Middle school students will receive 
registration forms from the MS Of-
fice or Coach Carpenter. 

HORSE  
RIDING CAMP 

 

All Ages and abilities 
Session 1: June 17-20 
Session 2: June 24-27 
Time: 1-4 PM 

Limited to 10 per week 
For more information and price, 

please contact Justy Hagan at  
402-430-1827 

Summer Employment  
Opportunity 

Sloup/Thorell Detasseling 
Norris MS Teacher Greg Rettele  

runs the crew 
Minimum requirements:  

12 years of age and 5 feet tall, 
Willing to work hard, 

Very profitable  
with the right work ethic. 

For more information  
please contact  

Greg Rettele at: 
gregrettele.detasseling@gmail.com 

The 
2013-2014 School Year 
Begins On Wednesday,   

August 14th 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=basketball
https://sites.google.com/a/nsdtitans.org/cullison/pictures/titan-baseball-camp-forms
https://sites.google.com/a/nsdtitans.org/cullison/pictures/titan-baseball-camp-forms
https://sites.google.com/a/nsdtitans.org/cullison/pictures/titan-baseball-camp-forms
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=softball&view=detail&id=E4173BD9C93CF7BA4CDD425CA7FEA462E30D7325&first=0&FORM=IDFRIR
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From the Middle School Principal…Mary Jo Rupert 

From the Middle School Assistant Principal and Special Education Administrator...Brenda Tracy 

Positive Behavior Intervention Supports (PBiS) 
Positive Behavior Intervention Supports (PBiS) is a practice Norris Middle School has implemented to promote and maximize aca-
demic achievement and behavioral competence. PBiS is school-wide strategies for helping all students achieve important social and 
learning goals. We know that when good behavior and good teaching come together, our students will excel in their learning.  

 

As part of the PBiS program, we have established specific rules for the behavior we expect in all areas of our school. We will explicitly 
teach those expectations to the students and recognize them for their positive behavior and being leaders at Norris Middle School.  

 

Students who have repeatedly been observed being safe, responsible, and respectful are then nominated by their teachers to receive 
the Terrific Titans award. 
 

Terrific Titans Awards were earned by the following students for the months of January and February: 
 

5th grade...Gage Kircher, Noah Baumann, Daniel Oldemeyer, Josh Ronnau, Carli Kohout, and Quinn Galvin. 
 

6th grade... Tristan Bade, Alexie Emerson, Alex Colgan, Aleisha Gottwald, and Caity Harvey.  
 

7th grade...Jake Lee, Sierra Nutter, Adam Essink, Jeyvy Gonzalez, Ryenne Leising, Chris Wieskamp, and Shelby Robertson. 
 

8th grade...Adam Oldemeyer, Jacob Ronnau, Ashlyn Engelhard, Alex Lefferdink, Anna Waters, Lyleigh Boden, and Aaron Deunk. 
 

CONGRATULATIONS TO THESE STUDENTS!!!!!  Keep up the great work! 
 

5th & 6th Grade Party on April 13th 

A party for the students in grades 5 & 6 will be held from 3:30-5:30 PM.  Students will have the opportunity to participate in a Dodge 
Ball tournament as well as have access to the gym, computer lab, and games in the commons area.  There is no charge for the 5th 
and 6th grade party.  Pizza, soda, water, Gatorade, and cotton candy will be available for purchase. 
 

Individualized Education Plan (IEP) dates 
If your child currently has an IEP and receives special education services, we will again be conducting IEP meetings in the spring 
after school is out for the summer. As parents, you will be notified by your child's case manager to set up spring IEP meetings.  Cur-
rently, IEP's will be held on May 21st as long as Norris has no snow days or other cancellations between now and the end of the 
school year.  

TEEN OF THE MONTH Recognition 
Congratulations to Madison Koehler and Brody Zabel for being selected as the Lincoln Elks Lodge #80 Teen of the Month from 
Norris Middle School.  Madison and Brody were nominated as teenagers that exemplify the highest standards and have the 
characteristics of being future leaders and outstanding citizens.  Madison and Brody were recognized at the Elks Lodge on 
March 3 and presented with a gift certificate and plaque.  CONGRATULATIONS to Madison and Brody! 

 

BIG RED STARS Recognition 
Congratulations to Malena Brotherson and Davonte Vinson for being selected as the Big Red Stars from Norris 
Middle School.  The University of Nebraska-Lincoln recognizes 8th graders from across the state that are identi-
fied as the best and the brightest.  Malena and Davonte were nominated for their academic performance and 

active participation in their school and local community.  Recognition for Big Red Stars will be held at the Lied Center on April 
30.  CONGRATULATIONS to Malena and Davonte! 
 

Summer School at the Middle School 
NMS will be conducting summer school for students who may benefit from additional instruction in the areas of math and reading.  
Teachers will be identifying students and sending letters of invitations to those students in April. 
 

Summer school is scheduled for June 3 - 21, M-TH of each week, hours of 8 - noon. 

FAYE WECKLE 
"I like to make a difference and with TeamMates, it's so easy to 
do. Just a little bit of time on a regular basis can make a differ-
ence in how well a student does in school or life. It's one way to 
'give back' for how others have helped me." 
 
 
 
 
 

You make a difference in the life of a child with one hour a week.   
For more information go to TeamMates.org  or maryann.franken@nsdtitans.org 

Thank You to all of our Norris Mentors for your time and dedication.  

RESOURCES FOR PARENTS: 
Parents: The Anti-drug: 

www.antidrug.com 
The Partnership at DrugFree.org 

     www.drugfree.org  
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From the Elementary School...Principal Dr. Bob Brandt  

Getting Better Every Day... 
Norris students have demonstrated great 
achievements since August.  The stu-
dent’s growth and development is a trib-
ute to the efforts of children, parents, and 
teachers.  Much of the students’ suc-
cesses can be attributed to goal setting 
established to measure learning, the 
practice invested, and the results that 
show achieved success.  High levels of 
personal pride are evident when individ-
ual students and classroom groups ex-
hibit improvement. 
 

Students may measure what they know, 
practice, and test after practice to see 
how much their practice has helped them 
achieve.  It is important that children de-
velop greater amounts of confidence so 
they will be motivated to accept chal-
lenges beyond their current achievement 
level when individuals and groups at-
tempt new skills.  It is inspiring to witness 
how motivated students become when 
their classroom attempts to have a group 
score greater than the previous attempt.  
Individual students complete a fall, win-
ter, and spring achievement test.  Re-
sults are quickly returned to the students 
so they are informed of their of their 
achievement.  
 

ingredient for children to comprehend 
what has been read. Children take 
GREAT pride in sharing what they have 
read with others.  There are so many 
places these conversations will take you 
and your child, grandchild, or neighbor. 
 

Activities that can contribute to a child’s 
creativity and learning include: 
Exercise learning and memory skills, 
Read books (Use travel time for reading), 
Name objects, shapes, colors, or items 
using a letter of the alphabet, etc., Prac-
tice math facts (with and without flash 
cards), Write letters to friends and rela-
tives, Write in a journal each day to in-
crease communication skills and create 
memories of their activities, Draw and 
color something to include with a letter or 
journal,  and Interact with each other 
using memory games or being observant 
of the world. 
 

Create special memories and develop 
learning habits to last a lifetime.   Practic-
ing these skills as normal routines 
through the summer will help children 
grow, develop, and likely  reduce the 
need for efforts to catch up just before 
the start of school.   
 

Have a great summer!  

Summer is one of the best times for 
children to continue their growth and 
development of skills and abilities.  
Summer can be a time when students’ 
skills and abilities decline if opportuni-
ties to learn more and practice are not 
encouraged. 

 

Families can do many 
fun and inexpensive 
events to increase 
memories.   Consider 
a visit to one or more 
of the following: Ne-

braska’s State Capital, Homestead 
National Monument in Beatrice, city 
parks, picnic grounds, or recreation 
areas in southeast Nebraska. 
 

Walk into a library and pace through 
the bookshelves of the:   
*Norris Elementary Library (Open 
Tuesday mornings, please see page 12 
of this newsletter for dates/times)
*Lancaster County Bookmobile 
*Hickman Reading Centre 
*Lincoln City Libraries 
These book shelves offer many inex-
pensive hours of reading, learning, and 
exploring.  Set a time when your child 
explains what has been read and what 
words mean.  Vocabulary is a KEY 

From the Elementary School...Assistant Principal Matt Rice  

Recess and Raw Vegetables 
Spring is in the air…Spring is in the air…Spring is in the air! Reminiscent of Dorothy in the Wizard of Oz, I would love noth ing more 
than to click my heals three times and open my eyes to find lush green lawns, bright flowers, and all the benefits that result from a 
long wet winter.  With conferences behind us and hopefully the bitter cold too, we can now get started on some of those things that 
we have been waiting all winter to start…Like recess! Although it might not seem like it, recess is an integral part of the e lementary 
day. Students getting outside and interacting with their classmates and students from the other classes is so very important…not only 
for the exercise, but also for the social interaction as well. 
 

With a nation wide concern of obesity, kids getting outside and engaging in physical activity at least twice a day in a seven hour day is 
important. We offer three outdoor recesses at school and each one last at least 15 minutes. In that amount of time students have the 
option to take a walk on the walking path, play on the equipment, shoot hoops, play tether ball, play soccer, play football, and a vari-
ety of other activities. Although it does not take much prodding, we encourage kids to be active as long as possible during their time 
outside. Whether it be climbing up and down the ladders to go down the slides, or running wildly back and forth chasing a soccer ball, 
the physical activity does wonders for their hearts, bodies, and minds. 

 

Another positive that comes from recess time is kids learning to play with others. We encourage kids to work to-
gether to create fun, safe, active games that work for them. Kids simply creating boundaries for a football game or 
setting parameters for a challenge course are one more way that kids can tap into their creative juices. As most of 
you know, kids will come up with some of the wildest of rules. In some cases, these rules may be very different from 
what might happen in our traditional sporting world. In most cases, that is just fine. We just want to make sure that 
kids are being active, fair, and safe. 
 

Don’t forget the nutrition… We know good and well that getting nutritional food to students is one thing, getting them to eat it is an-
other. Just as all of us like a hot dog at a ball game or buttered popcorn at the movies, we know that too much of it can be a bad 
thing. Providing children with only healthy choices will assure you that a healthy choice is made. One thing that we have noticed in 
the lunch room is the students’ choice of raw vegetables over steamed or prepared vegetables. We are seeing this in the snacks that 
kids are bringing to school as well. Granted, a good chunk of the students love the dippy that goes with it, but we do have a lot of stu-
dents that prefer just the vegetable itself. Please continue to include your children in on the planning/purchasing process of their 
snacks. Given three good choices to choose from will assure you that a good choice is being made. The earlier we start with healthy 
habits, the easier they are to maintain. 
 

We encourage you as parents to get involved, and stay involved, with your child’s physical fitness and nutritional choices. Next time 
your child comes home and you ask about his/her day, encourage them to tell you what they did at recess today. Ask what they 
played, who with and how it went. And when you are done with that, take them outside for family recess time. Although they might not 
tell you, kids do enjoy the opportunity to play with their parents, guardians, siblings, aunts, uncles, and even grandparents! 
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Norris FFA Members Compete in District  
Leadership Skills Events...By Elizabeth Ehmen 

 

On January 29, twenty Norris FFA members traveled 
to SCC in Beatrice to compete in various District 
Leadership Skills Events. Results are as follows: 
Senior Parliamentary Procedure received first place, 
qualifying for state-Kyle Essink, Bailee Peters, Rachel 
Kechley, Bryce Doeschot, Jake Bornschlegl, and 
Ashley Anderson (pictured to the right).  
 

 
 
Junior Parliamentary Procedure also received first 
place, qualifying for state and pictured to the left-
Autumn Berndt, Spencer Peters, Joshua Kelsey, 
Brenna Doeschot, Michelle Rohman, Connor Sullivan, 
Haley Zabel, and Cody Grusing (alternate). Creed 
Speaking--Sydni Lienemann received first place and 
qualified for state; Joshua Kelsey received a blue rib-
bon.  
 

Junior Public Speaking-Sierra Nelson received first place 
and qualified for state; Michelle Rohman received second 
place and also qualified for state (pictured to the right).  
 

Senior Public Speaking--Kelli Doeschot received a red rib-
bon. Natural Resources Speaking--Haley Zabel received a 
blue ribbon. Extemporaneous Speaking--Jaime Stephenson 
received a blue ribbon; Kyle Essink received a red ribbon. 
Job Interview--Elizabeth Ehmen received third place and a 
blue ribbon; Ben Rice received fourth place and a blue ribbon; Bryce Doeschot re-
ceived a blue ribbon. Agricultural Demonstration--Kelli Doeschot and Katy Fosler re-
ceived blue ribbons.  

Congratulations to all those who competed!  
State FFA Convention will be held April 3-5, 2013 in Lincoln.   

FROM THE 3RD GRADE! 

Accelerated Reader by Grace Cisar, Haley 

Dallmann, Noah Niemeyer, Gionna  

Weber, and Delaney White Room # 303 
Accelerated Reader (AR) is a fun thing for 
students to do.  It get kids to read more.  You 
can get AR points from reading an AR book 
and then taking a test on the computer.  This 
quarter, in Mrs. Kvasnicka's class, we set 
individual goals. If you reach your goal you 
get to do something special! 
 

For every 5 points you get to put a ticket in a 
bucket.  At the end of the month, your 
teacher draws two tickets. Those two stu-
dents get to have a Pizza Party with Mr. Rice.  
You can earn prizes as you get points.  Our 
two favorites are sitting at the teacher's desk-
25 points and picking four friends to sit with 
you for one week-75 points. We LOVE “AR” 
and we LOVE reading!! It inspires us to read. 
 

Practicum Students Written by 302 

Rooms 301, 302, 305, 306, & 307 all have 
extra teachers-in-training in their classrooms 
this semester.  Practicum students from UNL 
are spending two days a week with us. They 
are learning how to become teachers.  They 
are taking classes right now to help them 
learn to teach reading, writing, social studies, 
and science.  When they spend their days at 
Norris, they help teach all of these subjects.  
We like having extra teachers in our class- 

room  so we can work in small groups. 
 

“Have you ever wondered what the NESA 
test is? What if your child comes home and 
tells you the NESA test is com-
ing?”Teagan Bade 
 

“Here’s an acrostic to help you provided by 
Maisie Boesiger:  
Ne- Nebraska, S- State, A- Assessment, R- 
Reading, and M- Math”   
 

“You start practicing the NESA test in 
November.  All school year you train, or 
practice, for the NESA. The test is just a 
review.  You take the tests in April.”  

Colbee Land 
 

“Two facts: The NESA test is on the com-
puter.  You are not timed.” Kassidy Davis 
 

“At our school we get honored for a perfect 
score.  We get to go in front of the whole 
school and they clap for us.” Maya Hutzler 
 

“One of the things that every kid wants is 
to get a perfect score on is the NESA.... I’m 
in 3rd grade and I’m one of those kids.” 

Sophie Talero 
 

“The NESA test is special to third grade.  
We really care for it because this is the first 
year we get to take it.”Shantel Webb 
 

Block 2012-2013! 
One of my favorite parts of the day is block 
class. In Block, we started the school year 

learning about matter. Matter is a solid, liq-
uid, or a gas. Almost everything is made up 
of matter. We are now learning about natural 
resources. Air, water, and land are all natural 
resources. My favorite thing we learned in 
Block so far, was when we learned about 
map skills. We got to make our own map. 
We have done many different things so far 
this year in Block. I like Block more than any 
other part of the school day! (Trevor Oz-

enbaugh 304) 
 

In Block, we have been learning about many 
different things. At the beginning of the 
school year, we talked about the moon, sun, 
earth and learned about the solar system. 
Now we are learning about the water cycle 
and about keeping our water clean. We have 
also learned about map skills, natural re-
sources, matter, and much, much more this 
year in Block! (Tate Crawford 304) 
 

Fill Your Bucket 

Jaidy, Hidi, and Isabella 
Third grade has created a program called 
“Fill Your Bucket Friday”. This program 
helps people notice the good things people 
do. For example: cleaning up, helping others, 
and just being a good friend. 
 

Every Friday afternoon at pod time, we take 
time to congratulate 3 or more students per 
room with a round of applause. Everyone 
enjoys having their bucket filled! 

Elementary School  
Carnival! 

 

Friday, April 5th 
5:30-8:30 PM 

 

Hope to see you there! 
 

Note: There will be NO after school 
program due to the school carnival. 

KINDERGARTEN  
PREVIEW DAYS 

Kindergarten Preview Days have 
been scheduled for Tuesday and 
Wednesday, April 30th and May 1st 
from 9–11 AM & 12:30– 2:30 PM. 
 

If you have not registered your 
child for the 2013-2014 school year 
or reserved a session for Kinder-
garten Preview Days, please call 
Charlotte in the Elementary Office 
at 791-0030 or e-mail Sandy at 
sandy.delzell@nsdtitans.org.   
 

Online registration is also  
available at: 

www.norris160.org/registration   
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Student Health Documents for Fall 2013:  Parents, please use this guide to help you se-
lect health-related forms for your student's return to school in the fall.  These documents 
have to be updated each school year.  Some forms require documentation from your doc-
tor (physical exam for enrollment and physical exam with clearance for athletics, immuniza-
tion records, permissions to self-administer emergency medications), so you will want to 
take them with you to appointments.  Norris health forms are available on the school web-
site under resources and school forms. 

 

STUDENT 
 

INSTRUCTIONS 

 
 
 
 
 

All Norris Students 

Student Yearly Update Form: This form has to be completed each year and 
turned in at the start of the school year.  It contains current family contact informa-
tion, consent of emergency care, health information, permission to provide stock 
medication, and permission for release of health information.  Students cannot 
travel to any school events or receive medication at school without a completed 
form on file. 
Dental Exam: this form must be turned in by November 1st of each school year 
or your child will be required to have the school oral health screening.  If your 
dentist office has a different form that they use to provide documentation for 
schools, this is also acceptable. 
Vision Exam: if your child has a vision exam, please turn in a copy of the exam.  
The information from the exam will be entered into their school health record and 
they will not be required to have the school vision screening. 

 
 

Kindergarten Students 

A written record of physical examination is required for enrollment. 
A written record of vision exam for acuity, eye health, amblyopia, and strabismus 
is required for enrollment (both of these exams can be waived if parents send a 
written request to school). 
A written and complete record of immunizations is required for enrollment. 

 

7th Grade Students 
A written record of physical examination is required for enrollment.  This exam 
can be waived if parents send a written request to school.   
A record of Tdap vaccine given after the age of 10 is required for 7th grade en-
rollment.  (See Athletics information below). 

 

 
Students Enrolling from Out of State 

A written record of physical examination is required for enrollment.   
A written record of vision exam for acuity, eye health, amblyopia, and strabismus 
is required for enrollment.  (Both of these exams can be waived if parents send a 
written request to school). 
A written and complete record of immunizations is required for enrollment. 

 

Students in Athletics in Grades 7-12 
A written record of physical examination with clearance for athletics com-
pleted after May 1st, 2013 is required.  Parent-Student NSAA Consent for Ac-
tivities must be completed, along with a “Concussion Information” form. 

Students Requiring a Medication  
at School 

Complete a Parent/Guardian’s Request to Provide Medication at School 
Form.  Send medication to school in original container with prescription labeling.  
Make certain the medication is not expired. 

 

Students with Asthma 
Complete an Asthma Anaphylaxis Action Plan.  Get permission from your phy-
sician if your student plans to self-administer an inhaler.  There is space for the 
doctor’s signature on the plan. 

 

Students with Severe Allergy 
Complete an Asthma Anaphylaxis Action Plan to give instructions for use of 
emergency medication.  If further planning with the school is needed, use the 
Care Plan for Allergies and complete in a meeting with school staff.  Con-
tact the school nurse. 

 

Students with Diabetes 
Complete the Care Plan for Diabetes.  Meet with your school nurse to discuss 
the plan. 

 

Students with Seizure History 
Complete a Care Plan for Seizure.  If there will be seizure medications at school, 
complete a Parent/Guardian’s Request to Provide Medication at School Form. 

 

Students with Another Health Concern 
Complete a General Care Plan and call the school health nurse if you need to 
set up an appointment to plan care at school. 
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Norris Greenhouse to hold Annual Plant Sales 
 

The Norris Greenhouse will hold their annual plant sales 
April 29th-May 3rd, 2013, from 3:45-4:30! Stop by to make 
your purchases or just check out what students have been 
working on in the agricultural education program!  
 

Geraniums and many other annuals are available in addi-
tion to filled planters & hanging baskets!   

 

Price sheets will be available the week of the sale!  
Questions?  Contact Kristyn Harms at kristyn.harms@nsdtitans.org 

SUMMER DRIVER EDUCATION COURSE OFFERED 
There will be a meeting on Wednesday, April 3rd, in the High School Multi-purpose 
room, at 7:45 a.m., for those interested in taking Summer Driver Education here at Nor-
ris.  The purpose of the meeting will be to provide information and to answer questions 
about the program.  It is most important that all students interested in the course 
attend this meeting!  Parents are also invited to attend the meeting. 
 

Summer Driver Education is open to all Norris students who are 14 or older before the 
first class (May 28th).  The class will be limited to 60 students once again this year, as 
well as four alternates.  The classroom portion will run from Tuesday, May 28th 
through Friday, June 7th.  The class will run from 8:30-11:30 a.m. each day, and will be 
held in the High School Multi-purpose room.  Since there will only be nine classes, stu-
dents are expected to attend every class. 
 

NOTE:  This class will satisfy requirements for the Nebraska law dealing with the Provi-
sional Operator’s Permit (P.O.P.).  Successful completion of this course will waive the 
50 hours of driving with parents.  There are no Norris academic credits for this course. 
 

It is important to note the course is NOT complete on June 7th- just the Classroom por-
tion.  The Driving portion of the course will begin as soon as possible after the first 
class, and run until each student has driven six hours.  Students will be placed into 
groups of three, and drive for six 3-hour sessions.  This will include the driving exam on 
the final lesson for the student to receive their Provisional Operator’s Permit (P.O.P.). 
This may included driving on some Saturdays.  Driving schedules for each student will 
be arranged during the first class (May 28th), and students will be grouped by conflicts 
they have from the end of school through June.  We will need most of the month of June 
to complete everyone’s driving, but hopefully we will be finished with everyone’s driving 
by June 20th.  Thus, we need students to reserve most or all of this time if they 
plan to take the course.  Since we will not be driving on Memorial Day (Monday, May 
27th), we will finish most groups’ driving in the middle of a week.  So, we will need two 
consecutive weeks free in order to get students through their driving.  We will try to work 
around sport camps here at Norris, but if students have too many conflicts during 
this time, it is strongly suggested they do not sign up for the course.   
 

The cost of the course this year will be $250.00.  Students are asked NOT to bring any 
money with them to the April 3rd meeting.  They will be instructed at this meeting where 
and when to pay their money.  Once students are signed up for the course, there 
will be a couple of additional meetings.  Students and parents are asked to check 
the school bulletin e-mails for meeting information so they won’t 
miss those meetings.   
 

If anyone has any questions, please call coordinator John Votta  
at (402) 525-5280 or e-mail him at:  jvotta@neb.rr.com. 

From the  
Guidance Office… 
Dual Credit Regis-
tration Night for 
2013-14 (OPEN 
HOUSE STYLE) is 
Thursday, May 2nd 

at 6:30 PM in the MPR for students 
and parents.  For all students plan-
ning to register for dual credit, college 
credit and Academy classes through 
SCC.  It will be a one-stop shop, open 
house-style for getting all the dual 
credit paperwork in for the 2013-14 
school year! 
 

Sophomore Career Exploration Day 
will be in April during the school day.  
Students will be grouped by career 
interest area and bussed to multiple 
places throughout the day.  More infor-
mation to come… 
 

AP Exams will be May 8-15th at Nor-
ris.  See the guidance webpage for 
specific dates and more information.  
 

Honor’s Convocation is Tuesday, 
May 14th at 7 PM in the auditorium. 
 

Senior Checklist: Final transcript re-
quests (for dual credit) will be done in 
May.  Students participating in NCAA/
NAIA should be sure they have regis-
tered with the clearinghouse, as well 
as requested their ACT scores to be 
sent to the clearinghouse. 
 

2013-14 schedules: Schedules for 
next year will be handed out to stu-
dents who have returned the parent 
signed course request sheet, on the 
last day when checking out of the 
Guidance office. 

Norris  
Elementary  

Library  
 

Summer Hours 
Open 9 AM to Noon  

on these Tuesday mornings: 
June 4, 11, 18, and 25th 
July 9, 16, 23, and 30th 
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