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From the Superintendent's Desk… Dr. John Skretta 

The Norris Family (students, faculty, administration, band, cheer-
leaders, athletes and district patrons) all came together at the 
State Girls Basketball Championships during the first of March to 
win the Class B Sportsmanship Award. The award evaluates 
sportsmanship of the student body, cheerleaders, players and 
coaches, supervision and adult fans.  We received a lot of compli-
ments, but the best compliment we could receive was:  The Norris 
student body/cheerleaders had great interaction and participa-
tion with the adult fans.  Great job Norris community! 
The following list represents the hardware the Norris Family has 
taken home in Sportsmanship:  

2012 - Girls Basketball 
                                  2010 - Girls Soccer 

2004 - Girls Basketball 
2003 - Girls Basketball 
2002 - Boys Basketball. 

             Thank you to everyone for being Good Sports! 

THANK YOU, NORRIS PATRONS 
Bond election follow-up: Let the building begin! The Norris Board of Education and staff wish to thank patrons for their continued sup-
port and trust in a shared vision for a great future for our students.  Thank you for the resources to provide for a 3-4-5 intermediate 
elementary and high school addition. The building project will be tremendously beneficial in meeting the current space needs for stu-
dents while also situating Norris well for the future and continued student growth.   
 

The district, guided by the Board, will work tirelessly in the coming months with our project partners to bring construction to successful 
completion in time for the start of the 2013-14 school year.  It will be an exciting and busy time on the Norris campus and patrons can 
expect to see significant progress this spring.  The question on the minds of everyone is "So what happens next?!"  As this newsletter 
goes to press, our construction manager has submitted requests for bids for the preliminary site excavation, dirt work and prepara-
tion.  Advertisements for this have been published.  These first bid packages will be received by the district and opened in April and 
the selection will be confirmed by the Board project work beginning in earnest that month. 
 

We will provide additional information as we go along to staff and our community via the district website, newsletters, and other media 
including the Norris facebook page (over 1,300 fans and growing!).   We look forward to sharing the excitement of the school building 
experience together and benefiting from Board guidance, staff input, and community awareness as we move continue.  We will mini-
mize disruptions to the rest of the campus and to your students’ current classroom environments, while also coordinating with  the 
Hausmann team to manage the safety and security of the build site.  The district partners we have in DLR Design and Hausmann 
Construction are very talented, capable people and who are eager to leap into action for Norris.   
 

THE ESSENCE OF BEING A TITAN 
There are some that so spectacularly incarnate the values we uphold that they deserve special commendation, special attention, and 
special recognition for their power to resonate with all of us:  Two such recent events: 
 

Norris winning the Sportsmanship Award at girls state basketball, providing a culminating capstone on an amazing run by Coach 
Hagerman’s talented team.  The Sportsmanship award does not reflect just one thing – it reflects all things surrounding a school’s 
presence at the state tournament, from parent spectator conduct to students’ positive involvement to coach and players’ sidel ine de-
meanor.  All must be outstanding to earn the sportsmanship award.  Congratulations, Titans! 
 

NELovesPS (see www.nelovesps.org) released a video which lifts up the Norris School District through the particular lens of our 
exemplary Special Education program and the inclusive and welcoming environment Norris shows through adult role models and car-
ing students. This touching portrayal featuring our own students and staff will rightfully make anyone associated with Norris beam with 
pride. 
 

Be sure to check out the video online, and stop by to see the “bling” of the new Sportsmanship trophy for Norris the next time you are 
around the High School.  Both will leave you with a sense of pride in place and respect for the people who all share a part in making 
the Norris School District a place where learning thrives and success is the norm. 

http://www.nelovesps.org
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 From the desk of the Assistant Superintendent. . . Brian Maschmann 

Thank you Norris Patrons for the passing of the 3-5 Elementary School and High School Renovation bond! 
 

Norris School District will soon begin to see a change to the campus.  In a few short weeks construction of a new 3-5  
intermediate building will start.  Hausmann Construction will manage the building process and they are committed to 
this project.  I'm excited to be able to work with a contractor that lives in the area and has children who attend Norris.  
During this construction time Princeton Road will also have the grade lowered near the power substation.  This will 
create a safe turning lane for bus and parent traffic.  The initial road construction will start this summer followed by the 
paving of Princeton Road to the new west entrance of the campus next summer (2013). 
 

With the upcoming construction plans we will pay close attention to the safety of our student population.  Hausmann Construction will 
consistently monitor the safety barriers between the campus and the construction zone.  They will also have background checks com-
pleted on their workers and subcontractors.  Safety is always a primary consideration. 
 

Another area of safety concern is for our students or staff who have asthma and/or allergies.  Norris will host an allergies roundtable 
discussion on April 23 at 7:00pm.  Andrea Holka, Executive Director of Attack on Asthma Nebraska, will present information and lead 
the discussion  in the High School Media Center.  “Attack on Asthma Nebraska is dedicated to enhancing asthma and allergy aware-
ness, promoting comprehensive asthma and allergy education, and serving as a resource and advocate for Nebraskans affected by 
asthma and life-threatening allergies.” Parents of children with allergies or asthma, or other interested parents please mark your cal-
endars for this informative opportunity. 
 

Norris is taking precautions to keep our buildings nut allergy free.  We have many students in our district that are allergic to nuts, 
some more severe than others.  The allergic reactions can be life threatening.  We believe it better to be proactive than reactive.  
Some of the safety conditions we have implemented include: 

• Nut free tables in the cafeteria, washed with separate cleaning solution from the other tables. 

• Signs on entrances to the elementary buildings to inform parents to check into the office with food products and labels. 

• The Student with Allergies policy approved by the Norris School Board. 
 

Norris is a safe school and we want to keep it safe for all students.  Parents if you bring foods to school, please remember to plan 
ahead – talk to the office to assure your food is approved.  Stop by the office with the foods and the box it came in. The office will 
check the ingredients and manufacturer for processing.  A simple healthy alternative food for classroom treats would be fruits or 
vegetables. Lets work together to be safe, health conscious, and considerate of all people. 
 

Thanks again Norris Patrons for the commitment to a great education! 

From the Guidance Office… 
Mark Your Calendars- 
SCC Registration Night is Tuesday, May 8th at 6:30 p.m. For 
all students planning to register for dual credit, college credit 
& Academy classes through SCC.  It will be a one-stop shop 
for getting all the paperwork in for the 2012-13 school year. 

 

Sophomore Job Shadowing Day for all Sophomores is set for April 25th dur-
ing the school day.  Students will be grouped by career area interest and 
bussed to multiple places throughout the day. More information will be sent 
home. 

Greetings! 
 

It doesn't seem possible that the school year is almost over.  We have accomplished a lot of projects this past year for the betterment 
of the students and all involved.  We continue to grow towards a more healthful school meal and finding that it isn't easy being a 
teacher.  One might not think of the “kitchen ladies” as teachers, but we are in fact teaching the students to make healthful choices for 
meals.  All of our hot dog and hamburger buns are whole wheat and the bread used in Elementary and Middle school is whole grain. 
We are changing our dinner roll recipes to incorporate more wheat than white flour.  These changes may seem small, but they will 
help in the long run.  We are also encouraging students to select more fruits and vegetables, as our bars have fresh fruits and vegeta-
bles on them every day. 
 

We were fortunate to receive the Fuel Up to Play 60 grant.  With these grant dollars we will be purchasing another salad bar for the 
HS and possibly one in the MS.  We will also purchase commercial blenders to make smoothies using fresh fruits, yogurt and milk.  
There are a lot of different combinations to make and all really do taste good.  Another part of the Fuel Up to Play 60 grant in the nu-
trition category is to build a rainbow with fresh fruits and vegetables.  Hopefully your children have mentioned some of the different 
fruits and vegetables being offered.  We started the rainbow in January beginning with the blue section.  We tasted blackberries, fresh 
blueberries, plums and of course grapes.  In February, we tasted the red section of the rainbow with red apples, pickled beets, cher-
ries, cranberry sauce, red grapes, red peppers, radishes, strawberries, and tomatoes.  In March, our color was green and we sam-
pled green apples, asparagus, an avocado smoothie, green beans, broccoli, cabbage, cucumbers, green grapes, honeydew melon, 
kiwi, and of course lettuce, peas, green pepper, and spinach.    In April, we will taste the orange/yellow section to include apricots, 
cantaloupe, carrots, oranges, peaches, pineapple, and corn.  The last section of our rainbow is the pot of gold holding all our fruits 
and vegetables.  Each school is making this rainbow.  Stop in and see for yourself how everyone is doing. 

 

           TIP: When you’re out on picnics keep cold food cold.   
            Enjoy your summer break and we’ll see you again in August! 
 

A NOTE REGARDING DENTAL EXAMS: 
Our school health program promotes overall health 
and well being.  As part of that program, we en-
courage parents/guardians to take their children in 
for regular dental examinations.  The State of Ne-
braska includes Oral Health as part of the recom-
mended school screenings for students in all 
grades. Therefore, all students in all grades will be 
subject to an oral exam each year unless the 
Health Office has received a completed dental 
exam form by February 1st of each school year. 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=construction&view=detail&id=C5C4069419D3E304F94B0B3AF6F34199BF380019&first=0&FORM=IDFRIR
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=important+date&view=detail&id=A599BDB4A2F2B980E0F58CC3738B08CF960256E6&first=0&FORM=IDFRIR
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From The Activity Director’s Office . . . Greg Hardin 

CALLING ALL-
CRAFTERS! 

Norris PTO Fall Craft 
Fair at the High 

School Building on 
Saturday, October 20, 

2012 from 9 am - 4 pm 
Registration information will be  
available after May 1, 2012 at 

www.norris160.org/pto  
or via email at 

norriscraftfair@windstream.net 

Important Upcoming Athletic Events: 
EMC Baseball Tournament @ Elkhorn - April 10, 12, 13 

District Baseball Tournament @ TBA - May 4, 5, 7, 8 

State Baseball Tournament @ Lincoln - May 12, 14, 15, 16, 17 
 

EMC Girls Tennis Tournament @ Nebraska City - May 7 

State Girls Tennis Tournament @ Lincoln - May 17, 18 
 

EMC Boys/Girls Soccer Tournament @ TBA - April 23, 24, 26, 27 

District Boys Soccer Tournament @ Nebraska City - April 30, May 1, 2 

District Girls Soccer Tournament @ Lincoln Pius X - April 30, May 1, 2 

State Boys/Girls Soccer Tournament @ Omaha  

Creighton University's Morrison Stadium - May 9, 10, 11, 12 
 

EMC Boys Golf Tournament @ Nebraska City - May 1 

District Boys Golf Tournament @ Beatrice - May 14 

State Boys Golf Tournament @ Kearney - May 22, 23 
 

EMC Boys/Girls Track Meet @ Nebraska City - May 3 

District Boys/Girls Track Meet @ Plattsmouth - May 10 

State Boys/Girls Track Meet @ Omaha - May 18, 19 
 

CONGRATULATIONS TO: 
 

EMC Academic All Conference Selections for Winter Sports: 

Wrestling - Landon Dwinell 

Girls Basketball - Morgan Braun, Alix Bryant, Bridget Bucher, Elizabeth Ehmen,  

Hanna Flamme, Ashlyn Hoegh, Felicia TeKolste, and Hannah Hoefler 

Boys Basketball - Jordan Damkroger, Tom Docter, Jon Estudillo, James Kruger, Tony  

Mainelli, Kale Mueller, Konner Oltman, Jordan Vietz, and Jason Willet 
 

EMC All Conference Selections for Winter Sports: 

Wrestling - Clay Cobb 1st, Taylon Lienemann 1st, and John Stajner 1st 

Girls Basketball - Alix Bryant, Bridget Bucher, Kasey Hohlen, and Felicia TeKolste 

Boys Basketball - Dylan Bohlke 
 

EMC All Conference Honorable Mention Selections for Winter Sports: 

Wrestling - Landon Dwinell 4th 

Girls Basketball - Morgan Braun 

Boys Basketball - Jakson Reetz and Jason Willet 

 
PRAIRIE TO DAIRY 

DASH 
Saturday, July 28th at 

Prairieland Dairy 
 

Sponsored by the  
Good Times Running Club and  

Road Runner Runegades 
 

• 1-mile kids run at 7:45 AM 
• 2 or 5-mile run at 8:00 AM  

(or immediately following the kids 1-mile) 
• Free Ice-cream and chocolate milk 

at the finish line!!   
• Awards to all age groups!  

•  Live music and tours 
 

Contact Kerri Koehn at  
kkoehn1@diodecom.net  

for more info or for a registration form 
 

Look for the Facebook page:   
Prairie to Dairy Dash 

  Sports Physicals - May 5th 
 

Nebraska Orthopedic and Sports Medicine will once again be 
offering sports physicals at Norris on Saturday, May 5th for 
the 2012-13 sports season for student’s grades 8-12.  These 
physicals fulfill all requirements to participate in middle school 
and high school sports; however, they cannot be used for the 

required 7th grade physicals.  Cost of the physical is $32 and must be paid 
prior to Saturday, May 5th.   Please make checks payable to Norris High 
School.   Appointments can be made from 8:30 AM to Noon.  Please contact 
the high school office to schedule an appointment.   

Final Blood 
Drive for 2011-12 
 

Mark your calendar 
for the final Blood 
Drive this year! 
 

When: Monday, April 23 from  
10 AM-4:30 p.m. 
Where:  North High School Gym 
 

The Nebraska Community Blood 
Bank relies on organizations such 
as the Norris School District to 
meet the demands for blood 
throughout the community. With 
donors like you, they are able to 
fulfill their mission. 
 

Call Becky O'Connor 
at 402.791.0010 or email  

becky.oconnor@nsdtitans.org  
to schedule a donation time. 

 

Thanks for Being the  
TYPE that Gives! 

NORRIS ADMINISTRATORS 
 Dr. John Skretta, Superintendent           791-0000 
 Brian Maschmann, Assistant Superintendent     791-0000 
 Ryan Ruhl, High School Principal           791-0010 
 Charlie Hutzler, HS Asst Principal     791-0010 
 Greg Hardin, Activities Director      791-0010 
 Mary Jo Rupert, MS Principal      791-0020 
 Brenda Tracy, Asst MS Principal/Spec Ed Admin  791-0020 
 Dr. Robert Brandt, Elementary Principal   791-0030 
 Matt Rice, Assistant Elementary Principal        791-0030 

http://www.norris160.org
mailto:norriscraftfair@windstream.net
mailto:kkoehn1@diodecom.net
tel:402.791.0010
mailto:becky.oconnor@nsdtitans.org
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=blood+drive&view=detail&id=F9F04F3CB3A3467AB8F4B6D118A096369B4D3C6A&first=0&FORM=IDFRIR
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=mark+your+calendar&view=detail&id=BD5D417B2BA63387D9094EBB0A2035957577061B&first=31&FORM=IDFRIR
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2012 NORRIS GIRLS  
BASKETBALL  

SPRING/SUMMER CLINICS 
 

Current Grades K-4    
May 9, 10, 11 from 3:45-5:30 PM 

Registration forms will be been sent 
home in Thursday Folders and are due 
back April 25th.   
 

GRADES (entering) 9-12 
May 29th-June 1st 1:00-4:00 PM 

 

GRADES (entering) 6-8  
May 29th -June 1st 9:00-11:00 AM 

 

MS and HS students will receive registra-
tion forms from Coach Hagerman or you 

can pick one up in the MS/HS offices.  
 

If you need a registration form email 
Coach Hagerman at: 

mark.hagerman@nsdtitans.org 

2012 NORRIS VOLLEYBALL CAMPS 
Elementary / Middle / High School 

 

ELEMENTARY & MIDDLE SCHOOL VOLLEYBALL CAMP 
*Grades (current) 1st-7th May 14-16 from 3:30-5:45 PM 

*The gym locations will be determined at a later date. 
*Camp information will be sent out to students in Thursday folders. 

*Middle school information will be passed out by the PE department and  
forms will be available in the office. 

 

HIGH SCHOOL CAMP (MARK YOUR CALENDARS TO ATTEND) 

• Grades (current) 8th-11th  

• High School Camp:  June 6, 7, 8 with Doane College (12-5 PM) and June 14-15 

with Wayne State (10 AM-5 PM) - Additional camp dates June 5, 19, 21, 26, 28 
**These times will be worked around our summer weight lifting and speed and agil-
ity programs (probably around 7:30-9 AM) **All High School camps will be held at 
Norris High School. 

• JV & Varsity Team Camp Dates at UNL (July 28-29, Saturday and Sunday 

Information will be mailed out in early April and please bring all completed forms 
and fees to our summer meeting in mid April!! Watch the announcements for our 
meeting time and date. 

Middle School/Youth Football Camp  
This camp is for students currently in 
grades 3-7.  May 14, 15, 16, 17 from 
3:45-5:45 PM.  Students will be divided 
up by grade.  Camp is Non-Contact.  
Registration forms are available in the 
ES & MS offices.  Forms need to be 
turned in by May 1st to either the office, 
Mr. Pence or Mr. Jacobsen. 
 

High School Football Camp  
This camp is for students entering 
grades 9-12 will be July 9, 10, 11, and 
12th from 9:30 AM to Noon.  Registration 
forms will be in the MS & HS offices. 
 

Norris Baseball Camp  
For 4th-8th graders 

 

When: May 23rd-25th 
Where: Norris Softball Complex 

Time: 8:30-10:15 AM (grades 4-5) 
10:30 to 12:30 PM (grades 6-7-8)  

Cost: $40 and includes a t-shirt and 
camp clinicians 

Equipment needed: ball glove and 
bat (if you already have one) 

Camp registration is due May 4th 
 

Contact Jason Cullison if questions. 
402-791-0020 @ school or email  

jason.cullison@nsdtitans.org 

Mark Your Calendars: 
 

Norris Football Coaches Clinic for all 
Norr is area footbal l Coaches 
(Jr. Titans, Screaming Eagles, 7th 
Grade, 8th Grade, 9th Grade, JV, & 
Varsity) will be Sat. June 9th from 11:30 - 
2:30 +/- in the HS MPR. 
 

Summer Speed Development & Weight 
Training Program for Norris girls 
and boys grades 7 - 12 TBA. 
 

Norris Football Grades 9 - 12 Pre-
Practice Conditioning will be July 
30th thru August 2nd from 7:00-8:00 PM. 
 

Norris Football Grades 9-12 Season 
Practices start August 6th.  

2012 NORRIS LADY TITANS  
ELEMENTARY & MIDDLE SCHOOL 

SOFTBALL CAMPS 
Tues, May 29th, Wed, May 30th, and 

Thurs,  May 31st (3 days only) @  
Norris Park Softball Field 

 

Current grades 1-4 2:00 to 3:30 PM 
Current grades 5-8    4:00 to 5:30 PM 

 

Each participant must have a com-
pleted registration form turned in by 
May .   

Registration forms will be sent home 
in Thursday folders in April for ele-
mentary students.   

Middle school students will receive 
registration forms from the MS Of-
fice or Coach Carpenter. 

INVENTORS WANTED!    
Camp Invention® will be back at Norris Elementary School again this summer!  We are 
looking for new inventors as well as returning veterans.  We have 4 new classes that will 
stretch your creativity and empower your mind! 
 

In the Inventeureka™ module, children will venture on the Ci6000 
Space Modulator Time Machine for a fantasy adventure. Children 
will build their own inventions and learn to adapt certain features for 
various situations. Participants spend their time navigating an is-
land via up cycled ships and learning the power of combining mag-
netism and electricity during the Magnetropolis™ module. In the I 
Can Invent: Balloon Burst™ module, children will design balloon 
bursting machines, while learning the importance of gears, motors, springs, and mag-
nets. Finally, in the Action and Adventure Games™ module, a participant favorite, 
children will combine physical activity and creativity during fun, energetic games. 
Games are based on children’s ages and ability. 
 

The regular price for camp registration is $215 on the website.  If you return your 
registration form to school before May 15th the cost is $190. Contact Camp Director 
Missy Wesch for information on scholarship opportunities and registration. Email ad-
dress: melissa.wesch@nsdtitans.org Camp will be held on June 18-22 from 9:00 AM to 
3:30 PM.  It will be presented by local teachers for girls & boys currently in grades K-5.   

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=basketball
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=baseball
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=softball&view=detail&id=E4173BD9C93CF7BA4CDD425CA7FEA462E30D7325&first=0&FORM=IDFRIR
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=magnetism&view=detail&id=9C8565E810334D3C42B600E5F3D31C61FBDB9758&first=31&FORM=IDFRIR
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From the Middle School Principal…Mary Jo Rupert 

From the Middle School Assistant Principal and Special Education Administrator...Brenda Tracy 

TEEN OF THE MONTH Recognition 

Congratulations to Phoebe Morrow and Ian Kernes for being selected as the Lincoln Elks Lodge #80 Teen of the month from 

Norris Middle School.  Phoebe and Ian were nominated as teenagers who exemplify the highest standards and have the char-

acteristics of being future leaders and outstanding citizens. Phoebe and Ian were recognized at the Elks Lodge on March 11 

and presented with $100 savings bonds.  Congratulations to Phoebe and Ian! 
 

BIG RED STARS Recognition 

Congratulations to Mia Torres and Tristan Bentzinger for being selected as the Big Red Stars from Norris Middle School.  

The University of Nebraska-Lincoln recognizes 8th graders from across the state that are identified as the best and brightest!  

Mia and Tristan were nominated for their academic performance and active participation in their school and local community.  

Recognition for Big Red Stars will be held at the Lied Center on May 10. Congratulations to Mia and Tristan! 
 

Summer School at the Middle School 

NMS will be conducting summer school to students who may benefit from additional instruction in the areas 

of Math or Reading.  Teachers will be identifying students for this program and sending letters of invitations 
to those students in mid-April. 
 

Summer school will run from June 4 – June 21, Monday through Thursday of each week.  The hours are from 

9:00 – 12:00 p.m.  Contact Mrs. Rupert or Mrs. Tracy with questions regarding summer school. 
 

Positive Behavior Intervention Supports (PBiS) 
Positive Behavior Intervention Supports (PBiS) is a program Norris Middle School has implemented to promote and maximize aca-
demic achievement and behavioral competence. PBiS is school-wide strategies for helping all students achieve important social and 
learning goals. We know that when good behavior and good teaching come together, our students will excel in their learning.  

 

As part of the PBiS program, we have established specific rules for the behavior we expect in all areas of our school. We will explicitly 
teach those expectations to the students and recognize them for their positive behavior and being leaders at Norris Middle School.  

 

Students who have repeatedly been observed being safe, responsible, and respectful are then nominated by their teachers to receive 
the Terrific Titans award. 
 

Terrific Titans Awards were earned by the following students for the months of January and February: 
 

5th grade...Jacabo Cifuentes, Aleisha Gottwald, Aidan Morrow, Lynn Hasselbalch, Gracie VandeGriend, Jacob Chipps,  
Haley Morrison and Nathan Stertz. 

 

6th grade... Adam Essink, Hope Garbison, Joseph Vieth, Ben Hohensee, Marcus Kennedy, and Kaylee Gill.  
 

7th grade...Lexi Robertson, Keegan Schuchart, Kelsey DeJonge, Christian Watters, Alexa Knudsen, Iyleigh Boden, Turner Adams, 
Aaron Deunk, Jenna McCoy, and Chet Maendele. 

 

8th grade...Tyler Johnson, Patrick Quinn, Chris Norton, and Ethan Ryder. 
 

CONGRATULATIONS TO THES STUDENTS!!!!!  Keep up the great work! 
 

Middle School dance/party on April 13th 

Students must pass ALL classes in the 3rd quarter to be eligible to attend the Middle School Party.  Parties 
for students in grades 5 & 6 will be held from 3:30 – 5:30 p.m. Students will have access to the gym, com-
puter lab and games in the commons areas. There is no charge for the 5th and 6th grade party. Pizza and 
soda will be available to purchase.  
 

Parties for students in grades 7th and 8th will include recorded music for dancing in the commons 
area, the gymnasium will be open for basketball, and the computer lab will be available for students 
to work on the computers. Since a DJ will be hired to provide the recorded music, there will be an 
admission charge of $3 ($5 at the door). The party for 7th and 8th graders will begin at 7:00 p.m. and 
end at 9:00 p.m.. Students will need to make arrangements for rides to be available by 9:00 p.m.. 
Doors will not open before 7:00 p.m.. School dress code attire is the expectation for middle school 

parties and dances. Students leaving a party or dance before 9:00 will not be allowed to return. Only students currently en-
rolled in Norris Middle School will be allowed to attend the Middle School party and dance. 
 

Individualized Education Plan (IEP) dates 
If your child currently has a IEP and receives special education services, we will again be conducting IEP meetings in the spring after 
school is out for the summer. As parents, you will be notified by your child's case manager to set up spring IEP meetings.  Currently, 
IEP's will be held on May 17th  as long as Norris has no snow days or other cancellations between now and the end of the school 
year.  

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=summer+school&view=detail&id=79CA2D636F44CFA5BE655D04F99C26159B28D26F&first=0&FORM=IDFRIR
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=kids+dancing&view=detail&id=0B5F393CF44C1B89D3AD4B5734725924AF117AB0&first=781&FORM=IDFRIR
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Lenny Vermaas-Mentor/Board Officer                     Jim Baruth-Mentor 
 

You make a difference in the life of a child with one hour a week.   
For more information go to TeamMates.org  or maryann.franken@nsdtitans.org 

There will be a meeting on Thursday, April 5th, in the High School Multi-purpose room, at 7:45 AM for those in-
terested in taking Summer Driver Education here at Norris.  The purpose of the meeting will be to provide informa-
tion and to answer questions about the program.  It is most important that all students interested in the 
course attend this meeting!  Parents are also invited to attend the meeting. 
 

Summer Driver Education is open to all Norris students who are 14 or older before the first class (May 29th).  The 
class will be limited to 60 students once again this year, as well as four alternates.  The classroom portion will 
run from Tuesday, May 29th through Friday, June 8th.  The class will run from 8:30-11:30 each day, and will be 

held in the HS Multi-purpose room.  Since there will only be nine classes, students are expected to attend every class.  NOTE:  This 
class will satisfy requirements for the Nebraska law dealing with the Provisional Operator’s Permit (P.O.P.).  Successful completion 
of this course will waive the 50 hours of driving with parents.  There are no Norris academic credits given for this course. 
 

It is important to note the course is NOT complete on June 8th- just the Classroom portion.  The Driving portion of the class will be-
gin as soon as possible after the first class, and run until each student has driven six hours.  Students will be placed in groups of 
three, and drive for six 3-hour sessions.  This will include the driving exam on the final lesson for a student to receive their Provi-
sional Operator’s Permit (P.O.P.).  This may include driving on some Saturdays.  Driving schedules for each student will be ar-
ranged during the first class (May 29th) and students will be grouped by any conflicts they have from the end of school through June.  
We will need most of the month of June to complete everyone’s driving, but hopefully we will be finished with everyone by June 20th.  
Thus, we need students to reserve most or all of this time if they plan to take the course.  Since we will not be driving on Me-
morial Day (Monday, May 28th), we will finish most groups in the middle of a week.  So, we will need two consecutive weeks free in 
order to get students through their driving.  We will try to work around sport camps here at Norris, but if students have too many 
conflicts during this time, it is strongly suggested they do not sign up for the course.  
 

The cost of the course this year will be $250.00.  Students are asked NOT to bring any money with them to the April 5th meeting.  
They will be instructed at this meeting where and when to pay their money.  If anyone has any questions, please call coordinator John 
Votta at (402) 525-5280 or you may also email him at : jvotta@neb.rr.com. 



GEORGE NORRIS SCHOOL NEWSLETTER Page 7 

From the Elementary School...Principal Dr. Bob Brandt  

MAKE YOUR SUMMER SPECIAL & CONTINUE LEARNING! 
The closing of the school year offers opportunities to share ideas which help our minds increase the capacity to learn.  Summer is 
one of the best times for families to help their children grow and improve upon their skills and abilities.  Unfortunately, summer can be 
a time when children’s learning skills decline unless families work to make summer FUN &  a LEARNING time .   

 

How is your family planning to inspire “Family Spirit” this summer? Many memorable experiences need not be ex-
pensive or far from home.  Find ways to learn about yourself, your family, and your surroundings this summer. Con-
sider a visit to one or more of the following: Nebraska’s state capital, Homestead National Monument in Beatrice, City 
parks, picnic grounds, or recreation areas in SE Nebraska.  These suggestions are only a sampling of the many ex-
periences you can create with your family without great expense.  Time with family is valued by children and creates a 
spirit or sense of pride to be together.  Encourage and promote your child, grandchild, and community members to be 
involved in “great things” through the summer. Reinforce the need to continue learning.  Musicians and athletes con-

tinue practicing their skills throughout the year.  Summer should be a time to apply the skills learned in school.  
 

Exercise the Mind by walking into a library and walking through the book shelves of the: Norris Elementary Library (Open Tuesday 
mornings June 5, 12, 19, 26; July 10, 17, and 24-- 9:00 a.m.to Noon, Lancaster County Bookmobile, Hickman Reading Centre, Lin-
coln City Libraries.  Walking through these book shelves offer many inexpensive hours of reading, learning, and exploring. Set a time 
when your student explains what they have read and what words mean.  These discussions can occur while you prepare a meal, do 
dishes, and/or drive. Vocabulary is a key ingredient for students to comprehend what has been read. Children take pride in sharing 
what they have read with others.   
 

Exercise the body by taking walks around your home or neighborhood. Identify and examine items along the way. This creates a 
child’s curiosity and learning as well as exercises the body. Encourage your student to play catch, basketball, swim, bike, o r other 
activities.  Exercise learning and memory skills. Children can repeat school activities at home.  Support your student’s newly learned 
skills by working with your child to: 

-Read books - Use travel time for reading 
-Name objects, shapes, colors, or items using a letter of the alphabet, etc. 

-Practice math facts (with and without flash cards) 
-Write letters to friends and relatives  

-Write in a journal each day to increase communication skills and create memories of their activities 
-Draw and color something to include with a letter or journal  

-Interact with each other using memory games or being observant of the world.  
 

Create special memories and develop learning habits to last a lifetime.   Practicing these skills as normal routines through the sum-
mer will reduce the need for efforts to catch up just before the start of school.  Have a great summer! 

Third Grade News. . .  
Our third graders have been very busy 
this year!  Here are just a few exciting 
things happening: 
 

Field Trips:  Room 303  
In October, Grade 3 from Norris Elemen-
tary School went to Hyde Observatory. 
At Hyde Observatory, 3rd grade watched 
a video, had an astronomy professor 
give a moon lecture, and got the opportu-
nity to see the moon face to face. 
 

In May, we will visit two places, Prairie-
land Dairy and Spring Creek Prairie. At 
Prairieland Dairy, we will see cows get 
milked and fed. It will be spectacular. We 
will also get to pet a calf. Last, but not 
least we will get fresh samples. At Spring 
Creek Prairie we will catch small insects, 
use picks to find insects in old logs, and 
catch insects in the water. These field 
trips will be a very good extension to 
Grade 3's learning experience. Written 
by: Joshua B. Kester and Evvie Yendra 
 

Block: 3 quarters of social studies & 
science fun...and here are the high-
lights!  Room 308 
American Revolution-traveling back in 
time with Liberty Kids and choosing our 
own path with The Revolutionary War, a 
"You Choose" interactive adventure book 
by Elizabeth Raum Sun, Moon, and 
Earth-hosting the Moon Olympics to find 
out our moon weight and spying craters 

healthy snack, we are ready to learn 
every day! 
 

A.R. (Accelerated Reading):  written by 
Sadie Hornung-Scherr and Zachary Faz, 
room #301.  A.R. is a simple reading 
program that get's children to read.  A.R. 
stands for Accelerated Reading.  We use 
it in grades 2-4 in our elementary build-
ing.  We choose a book of our own read-
ing level and interest, read it, take a com-
prehensive quiz on the computer, and 
based on the number of correct answers 
we are awarded points.  Our teacher has 
a list of awards for us to earn as we earn 
more points.  (Zachary Faz) 
 

"I really love reading and writing so when 
I was asked to write for the Norris News-
letter, I instantly said yes!"  A.R. is very 
fun and it gets kids going in reading.  I 
love it because it challenges you. So 
encourage your child to read more and 
take home their A.R. book!  (Sadie Hor-

nung-Scherr) 
 

Pod 3 Teachers 
301 Teresa Goracke 
302 Barb Bentzinger 
303 Darcie Kvasnicka 
304 Kristie Meints 

         305 Sue Hartman 
         306 Bob Shanahan 
         307 Shari Head 
         308 Joshua Melvin 
         Para: Deb Brown 

through the telescopes at the Hyde 
Observatory Air, Water, and Land Re-
sources-touring our own schoolyard on 
a scavenger hunt for natural resources 
and creating organic Earthwork art 
pieces.  
 

Junior Achievement: Room 305 
Third grade has the opportunity to team 
up with JUNIOR ACHIEVEMENT.  
Each classroom has a parent volunteer 
to visit five times and lead the lessons 
provided.  We learn about: city plan-
ning/zoning- we make our own blue-
prints and create our own “city”. news-
papers- we become a reporter and 
write an article for our own newspaper. 
balancing a checkbook- yes... we get to 
write checks! consumers/ producers- 
we create a restaurant with our groups 
and look forward to it every year! 
 

Exercise:  Room 307 
Exercising is an important part of our 
daily routine in third grade.  Around 
10:00 we do one of the following exer-
cises: 1) Have an exercise video 
streamed into our rooms, 2) walk the 
walking path, 3) play outside with our 
friends, 4) watch a Deskercise video on 
the computer that gets us moving while 
learning at the same time, or 5) exer-
cise with some videos on “The Learn-
ing Station” website. We know that 
along with our daily exercise and 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=kids+reading+in+summer&view=detail&id=3808CB78E1B6CCE9BB5D63947382467B9C31BC73&first=0&FORM=IDFRIR
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Student Health Documents for Fall 2012:  Parents, please use this guide to help you select health-
related forms for your student's return to school in the fall.  These documents have to be updated 
each school year.  Some forms require documentation from your doctor (physical exam, immuniza-
tion records, permissions to self-administer emergency medications), or from your Dentist (dental 
exam form) so you will want to take them with you to appointments.  Norris health forms are avail-
able on the school web-site under resources and school forms. 

All Norris  
Students 

Student Yearly Update Form: This form has to be completed each year and turned in at the start of the school year.  It 
contains current family contact information, consent for emergency care, health information, permission to provide stock 
medication, and permission for release of health information.  Students cannot travel to any school events or receive medi-
cation at school without a completed form on file.  Written record of chickenpox disease or two chickenpox vaccines.  
Dental Exam-this form must be returned by February 1st of each school year or your child will be required to have the 
school dental inspection.  If your dentist office has a different form that they use to provide documentation for schools, this is 
acceptable also. 

Kindergarten  
Students 

A written record of physical examination is required for enrollment. 
A written record of vision exam for acuity, eye health, amblyopia, and strabismus is required for enrollment.  (Both of these 
exams can be waived if parent sends written request to school). 
A written and complete record of immunizations is required for enrollment. 

7th Grade  
Students 

A written record of physical examination is required for enrollment.  This exam can be waived if parent sends written re-
quest to school. 
A record of Tdap vaccine given after age 10 is required for 7th grade enrollment.  (See “athletics” info below). 

Students  
Enrolling from Out 

of State 

A written record of physical examination is required for enrollment. 
A written record of vision exam for acuity, eye health, amblyopia, and strabismus is required for enrollment.  (Both of these 
exams can be waived if parent sends written request to school).   
A written and complete record of immunizations is required for enrollment. 

Students in 
Athletics 

Grades 7-12 

A written record of physical examination with clearance for athletics completed after May 1st, 2012 is required.  Parent-
Student NSAA Consent for Activities must be completed. 

Students Requiring 
Med at School 

Complete a Parent/Guardian’s Request to Provide Medication at School Form.  Send medication to school in original 
container with prescription labeling.  Make certain the medication is not expired. 
  

 Students with 
Asthma 

Complete an Asthma Anaphylaxis Action Plan.  Get Permission from your physician if your student plans to self-
administer an inhaler.  There is space for doctor’s signature on the plan. 
  

Students with  
Severe Allergy 

Complete an Asthma Anaphylaxis Action Plan to give instructions for use of emergency medication.  If further planning 
with the school is needed, use the Care Plan for Allergies and complete in a meeting with school staff.  Contact the 
school nurse. 

Students 
With Diabetes 

Complete the Care Plan for Diabetes.  Meet with your school nurse to discuss the plan. 
  

Students with  
Seizure History 

Complete a Care Plan for Seizure.  If there will be seizure medications at school, complete a Parent/Guardian’s Request  to 
Provide Medication at School Form. 

Students with  
Another Health 

Concern 
Complete a General Care Plan and call the school health nurse if you need to set up an appointment to plan care at school. 

RESOURCES FOR PARENTS: 
Lincoln Council on Alcholism and 

Drugs (LCAD): 
www.lcad.org 

Parents: The Anti-drug: 
www.antidrug.com 

The Partnership at DrugFree.org 
                 www.drugfree.org  

 

The 
2012-2013 
School Year  

Begins 
On Wednesday,   

August 15th 
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Norris Greenhouse  
to hold Annual  

Plant Sales 
The Norris Greenhouse will hold 
their annual plant sales April 29th-

May 4th, 2012, from 3:45-4:30! Stop by to make your pur-
chases or just check out what students have been working on 
in the agricultural education program!   
 

Geraniums and many other annuals (tomatoes) are available 
in addition to filled planters and hanging baskets!   

 

Price sheets will be available the week of the sale!
Questions?   

Contact Kristyn Harms at kristyn.harms@nsdtitans.org 

 

SENIORS 
YOUR LAST DAY OF SCHOOL IS 

 May 11, 2012 
 
 

 
As of the publication of this last school newsletter, we 
anticipate May 16, 2012 to be the final student day 
for all students other than seniors.  
 

Please note that we have five snow days remaining 
and in the event of an unanticipated school closure 
due to weather or other event, the last day would be 
altered accordingly.  Thank you. 

Norris  
Elementary  

Library  
 

Summer Hours 
Open 9 AM to Noon  

on these Tuesday mornings: 
June 5, 12, 19, and 26th 

July 10, 17, and 24th 

~KINDERGARTEN PREVIEW DAYS~ 
 
Kindergarten Preview Days have been 
scheduled for Tuesday and Wednesday,  

May 1st and 2nd,  
from 9–11 AM and 12:30– 2:30 PM  

 

If you have not registered your child for 
the 2012-2013 school year or reserved a session for Kin-
dergarten Preview Days, please call Charlotte in the Ele-
mentary Office at 791-0030 or e-mail Sandy at 
sandy.delzell@nsdtitans.org.   
 

Online registration is also available at: 
www.norris160.org/kdg.   

Norris Foundation Golf Tournament 
When: June 25 
Where: Yankee Hill Golf Club 
Cost: $500 per team or $125 per player 
Hole Sponsor $150/Corporate Sponsor $500 
Sign up: please contact Larry Grosshans at 
dlg4253@gmail.com or (402) 791-2186.  You may 
also contact Chad Otto (cmo7311@windstream.net), 
Roy Baker (rb70825@windstream.net) or John 
Skretta (402-791-0000) if interested.  

 

First Annual Norris All-School Reunion 
When: Saturday, June 23rd  
Where: Shrine Sesostris Center (Hwy 77 & Saltillo) 
Social hour starts at 5:30 PM with dinner at 6:30 PM 
Tickets are $25 and can be purchased by emailing 
Phil Severson (phil.severson@nsdtitans.org), Shelley 
Jasa (Shelley@npcenter.com), or Sherry Steele at 
(402) 792-2835.   

Everyone is welcome,  
you don’t have to be an alum to attend! 

REMINDER: 
Please have 
your family 
lunch account 
paid up at the 
end of the 

school year.  The bal-
ance remaining on the 
last day of school will 
carry over to the next 
school year.   
 

Thank you! 
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