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From the Superintendent's Desk… Dr. John Skretta 

A note from your Superintendent: 
 

We hope you take the time to read over the special school bond election issue information in-
cluded in the front section of the current newsletter on pages 1-5. 
 

Norris has continued to experience substantial growth and the proposal that will be before voters 
as a mail-in ballot reflects due diligence and stewardship from your Board of Education to meet 
student learning needs and accomplish a vision for the district's future of continued stu-
dent academic and activities successes. 
 

A couple recent points of pride: Music educators Wes Hansmeyer and Annette Mitchell are 
headed to the regional American Choral Directors' Association conference after being invited to 
come to Madison and share the Norris way as an exemplary k-12 music program.  Each Norris 
school was recently recognized by the National and Midwest Dairy Councils with "Fuel Up To Play 
60" grants that awarded a total of $12,000 to the district to promote nutrition and physical activ-
ity. 
 

Open House for Health: Come interact with local health care and fitness providers as well as Nor-
ris partners on Saturday morning, February 11 from 9-11:30 a.m.  It may strengthen your resolve 
for a healthy 2012 and give you the chance to learn more about district partners in the effort to 
promote lifetime fitness for all.  

 

Norris School District 
Proposed Building Project & Bond Referendum: Fact Sheet 

 

What is the proposal? 

The proposed building project is for an intermediate Elementary school grades 3-4-5 to be located on 

existing campus northwest of MS and west of Elementary and a high school west wall expansion to provide 

additional needed space for agriculture, industrial technology, and instrumental music. 

A fully functional multi-grade Elementary with adequate classroom space to accommodate learning 

needs for up to 600 students. 

The bond election referendum seeks voter approval for issuance of bonds not to exceed $14 million to 

complete the proposed building project.  If approved, work will begin and the projected completion date is 

the new building will be open for the start of school Fall, 2013. (Continues through Page 5) 
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Why is the project being proposed at this time? 

Enrollment in the preschool – 4th grade levels near declared capacity of 800. 2008 long-range site study 

calls for new Elementary construction on the recommended site when Elementary  enrollment = 800. 

Student enrollment has increased by nearly 20% since last bond issue (2004 MS bond election): was < 

1700 and now > 2050. 

Pre-school is currently housed in north end of High School occupying multiple classrooms which are 
needed for HS programming. 

Move 5th grade out of Middle School to free up space for grades 6-8 and place 5th in a more suitable de-
velopmental cohort group grades 3-4-5. 

Lack of classroom space in Elementary: one grade level classroom currently running in open pod space; 
one classroom operating out of a special education area formerly used for individual and small-group 
interventions. 

Industrial Technology Advisory Board 2008 recommendations to Board of Education called for expand-
ing west HS due to safety and space considerations with increasing student participation in college-and-
career-ready trades. 

Retiring bonds on two other issues provide opportunity to roll new debt into retiring debt without  ad-
versely effecting bond levy taxes for most Norris residents (Rokeby/Cheney zones from Class 1 do not 
currently pay any Norris bonds). 

Favorable financing environment with near-historic low interest rates and highly competitive construc-

tion costs. 
 

How will the vote be conducted? 

Direct mail method.  Ballots will be delivered to post offices by Lancaster County Election office on Feb-
ruary 22nd and patrons will receive these in their mailboxes by February 23-25. 

Sample ballot will be published in Voice News and posted on district website; the issue is a simple YES / 

NO vote. 

All registered voters residing within Norris District will receive a mail-in ballot.  Only registered voters 

will receive a ballot. 

Ballots (whether postmarked and mailed or hand-delivered) must be received in the Lancaster County 
Election Commissioner Office by close of business day March 13th. 

Above: Aerial shot demonstrates the three grade level wings (3-4-5 & multipurpose room, gymnasium, 

specials areas) 
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Above shot: Exterior main entrance (south side) 

Above shot: Aerial from south 
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High School Addition
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HS Expansion of west wall will provide additional room for areas of increased student participation in 

industrial technology, agricultural, and instrumental music areas. 

The interior layout of the proposed building shows the regular classroom space and dedicated grade-

level wings with specials areas.  The selected layout is a site adaptation from school site visits con-

ducted by Norris teachers and staff and approved by Board of Education.  
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Where can I learn more? 
 

Go to www.norris160.org and click “Bond Election Information” tab. 
 

Information Meetings on Proposed Building Project & School Bond Election 

Firth Jan. 31st @ 7:30 pm Firth Community Center 

Hickman Feb. 12th @ 7 pm Hickman Town Hall 
NORRIS Feb. 16th @ 7 pm Norris HS auditorium 

Cortland Feb. 19th @ 7 pm Cortland Community Center 

Roca February 20th @ 7 pm Roca Town Hall 

Panama Feb. 26th @ 7 pm Presbyterian Church 

NORRIS March 6 @ 7 pm Norris HS auditorium 
 

School Tours 
Mon., Feb 6th @ 9 a.m. 

Sat., Feb 11th @ 9 a.m. 

Mon., Feb 13th @ 9 a.m. 

Tue., Feb 21st @ 9 a.m. 

Mon., Feb 27th @ 9 a.m. 
 

To accompany the Superintendent on a school tour, contact the Central Office at 402-791-0000 by the pre-
ceding Friday and submit your name as RSVP to Melinda / Linda.  
 

District partners: The district partners selected for this project include DLR for Architectural and design 

services; DA Davidson for bonds agent / financial services; and Hausmann Construction as Construction 

Manager. 

The amount the District will require to pay back the bond will not change for most living within the Norris 

School District as represented by the levy graph.  The majority of patrons will see no change to the com-

bined levy of 18.1 cents per $100 of valuation the District has been levying to pay back its current 
bonded indebtedness.  In other words, most patrons’ levies will remain neutral.  The exception lies with 

those who reside in the former class 1 districts of Cheney and Rokeby.  Because Cheney and Rokeby did not 

become part of the Norris District until 2006 they have not been paying taxes on any of the Norris School 

District’s Bond Issues as existing bonded indebtedness was incurred prior to their affiliation.  What this 

means for those living in the now former class 1 districts of Cheney and Rokeby is that they will see an in-

crease of 7.5 cents per $100 of assessed valuation in 2013-14.   

http://www.norris160.org
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 From the desk of the Assistant Superintendent. . . Brian Maschmann 

Opportunities exist in our lives every day.  The Norris School District has an opportunity to pass a bond issue to build a 

3rd-5th grade building and an addition on the west side of the high school for Band, Agriculture, and Industrial Tech-
Welding and Metals classes.  This is an opportunity that will benefit our students in several ways. The additional con-

struction will alleviate the growing pains and provide additional space for learning. The need for a 3-5 building is due to 
the increasing enrollment. Currently our district is at 2050 students. That is an increase of over 300 students from 2005 

when the middle school was built. 
 

The addition to the west side of the high school will increase the size of the band, agriculture, and industrial technology 
rooms. These programs, like many others, have seen significant growth in the past few years. Currently our band pro-

gram is practicing at two different times due to the number of participants.  The industrial technology and welding ar-

eas also have growing pains. The addition to these classrooms would extend the west wall of the classroom and shop 
areas out about 50 feet, creating a larger area to educate the current students and prepare for future increased enroll-

ment. 
 

We have an opportunity to pass a $14 million bond issue in March without increasing our bond levy. This is due to the 

fact that our elementary bond will retire in December 2012 and our QCPUF in 2015. The short terms of these bonds 

allows our district to continue to levy the same amount for the new construction. This scenario is based on a 20 year 
bond life with no valuation increase. 
 

Please go to the Norris Webpage at: http://www.norris160.org/nsd.asp and click on Bond Election Information to learn 

more about the upcoming bond election and building schematics. 
 

Another opportunity Norris had is through the transportation department.  Our Transportation Director, Galen DeVeries, 

applied for and received a federal grant through the Lancaster Health Department.  This grant was used to add catalytic 

converters to eleven of our older buses.  The catalytic converter converts toxic exhaust from the engines into non-toxic 
emissions. The $15,000 grant covered the cost of the converters and labor for installation. 
 

The opportunities at Norris Schools are endless; it’s up to us to capitalize on every opportunity that will benefit our Dis-

trict. 

http://www.norris160.org/nsd.asp
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From the High School Office …Ryan Ruhl, Principal and Charlie Hutzler, Asst. Principal 

TRACK AND FIELD 
 

All students going out for track and field this 
spring, please be reminded that if you have not 
had your physical and received a “blue card” prior 
to February 27th, you will have to have this and 
your athletic fee paid before you can participate in 
the sport.   

Thank you! 
Coaches Nancy Etmund and Tom Allen 

NORRIS ADMINISTRATORS 
Dr. John Skretta, Superintendent         791-0000 
Brian Maschmann, Assistant Superintendent     791-0000 
Ryan Ruhl, High School Principal           791-0010 
Charlie Hutzler, Asst. HS Principal    791-0010 
Greg Hardin, Athletic Director     791-0010 
Mary Jo Rupert, MS Principal            791-0020 
Brenda Tracy, Asst MS Principal/Sp Ed Adm       791-0020 
Dr. Robert Brandt, Elementary Principal   791-0030 
Matt Rice, Assistant Elementary Principal       791-0030 

The second semester is underway, so now is the time for all students to once again organize their academic time and efforts.  
January and February can seem like long months due to colder weather and lack of sunlight, but we encourage everyone to 
keep a positive outlook on their academics.  This is a time when students can become complacent due to the bitter winter, 
and a diminished effort in the classroom may result. Please make it a point to have positive conversations about academics 
and to provide a comfortable learning place at home devoted to study time. Please monitor “off-study time” activities and, 
overall, keep it positive and fun. 
 

Some things to be thinking about if you are a parent of an 11th grade student... 
Juniors will be taking State (NeSA) Tests during the months of February and March. Please be sure that your students are 
getting proper sleep and nutrition so they can perform at their best. Now is a prime time to visit about the importance of 
“Testing Your Best”, as the score isn’t only about themselves but is averaged into our school score and compared to others 
around the state. Norris currently is Number 1 in scores and we believe we can remain there because our tremendous par-
ents and students support the high expectations set by teachers, staff, administration and School Board at Norris. Let’s be 
at our best when we take the NeSA tests. 
 

Did you know: 
1. Attendance - students learn best when they attend school 
2. Learning time - students are more successful when they review/study/complete academics everyday 
3. Procrastination - the leading problem related to lack of success 
4. Environment - students tell us that Norris is a positive place to learn 
5. Parents - parents who use Power School and have positive conversations about academics with their students tend to 

have a student succeeding, talking with parents, and in a better mood 
6. Relationships - We are all (parents, administration, teachers, staff and students) in the same game: student success. This 

begins with positive relationships. 
7. Technology - parents who learn from or with their students about technology engage in more conversations about 

school at home. 
8. Expectations - High expectations at school and home that are consistent and increase accountability lead to successful 

and responsible students 
9. Twitter - following school personnel on Twitter keeps you more informed 
10. Activity - walking, running, or playing in the yard with siblings on a daily or every other day basis leads to a more pro-

ductive and happy life 
 

Have a great second semester! 

NORRIS PROM is... 

April 14, 2012 and will be held at the Pla Mor Ballroom (6600 W. O Street in Lincoln) 
 

Formal pictures by Jurgenas (sign up in the office ahead of time) will take place from 8:00-8:30 pm. The Jun-
ior Class Picture will be at 8:20, Senior Class Picture at 8:35, and crowning of royalty at 8:50 
pm.  
 

The dance will begin (and doors close) at 9:00. Parents are welcome to join us from 8:00-
9:00, but need to call the High School Office by April 12th to get their name on the list of ap-
proved guests. Parents will receive a name tag at the door, which needs to be worn. Post 
Prom will be held at the high school. 
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The Norris Trap Team season is approaching quickly.  
 

Norris Trap Team is open to all students from 6th grade through 12th grade.  6th graders are allowed to join the Trap 
Team and practice at the Trap Range but are not allowed to compete in Season competitions.  Anyone who wants to 
join must have completed a Hunter Safety Education Course issued by the Nebraska Game and Parks Commission 
or other State’s governing Game Commission before being allowed on the team. 
 

Practice will start February 21st for Jr. High Members and February 22nd for HS Members.  There will be a new 
member orientation at the Trap Range at 4:00 on Feb. 16th and 17th.  All new members are required to come to one of the two dates.   
 

If  there are any questions about Trap Team, please call Keith Brunkow at 791-0034 or 440-9049 or  
email me at: keith.brunkow@nsdtitans.org       

Over the last semester, the Student Council has done a multitude of activities, and we look forward to partaking in several more over 
the next semester.   The thirty-six members of StuCo meet to discuss upcoming events, topics within the school, and possible ideas 
for the future.  Once a week, the members of the newscast group meet to film a brief newscast to inform the students and staff about 
events.  In every broadcast, we have a segment for fine arts, sports, an inspirational quote, and of course the weekly announce-
ments.   It is an easy and fun way to keep the school informed about what is happening in and around the school. 

 

StuCo is taking on a huge project this semester to fundraise for victims of the earthquake in Haiti.  When the 
quakes hit, rescue workers flocked to help the victims.  What the rescue workers didn‘t know, is that with them they 
brought a new strand of Cholera.    Haiti is the poorest country in the western hemisphere, and many of the people 
are unable to afford treatment, or live in the mountains and have less access to health stations.  The vaccine to 
treat the Cholera is only $5, an amount that we consider to be very small here in the USA, but to the people there, it 
is unaffordable.  The last two weeks before holiday break,  we did a class competition between the grades called 
penny wars.  Students donated coins and dollars, and in that project alone we raised $250.00.   This semester, we 
plan on fundraising at basketball games and during school.   StuCo felt that this was a great project to take on and 

fundraise because while it might not be local, we can save these peoples lives with a little less than $5.  If you would like to help out, 
keep your eyes open for StuCo members at basketball games, and around the high school. 
 

StuCo raised money for 13 year old Damon Swarthout of Beatrice, who has an extremely rare form of cancer called Ewings Sarcoma, 
and Damon‘s particular cancer is in the IV stage.  When the night was done, we had raised a total of $500.00 for the Swarthou t fam-
ily.   It was a great way to help Damon and his family. 
 

At the beginning of this school year, the Student Council got a milk machine.   Prairieland Dairy provides us with milk to keep the ma-
chine filled.   Selling milk is great because It is a healthy alternative to soda, energy drinks, and other unhealthy beverages.    Over 
the last semester It has made good profit and has kept the student body happy with a cheap, healthy, tasty drink. 
 

In April, several of us will be going to Lincoln Northeast to attend the District 6 StuCo convention where we will listen to some speak-
ers, elect district officers, and get to learn more about what some of the other councils in our area are doing.  We are also hoping to 
put on a couple more pep rallies and do another success rally like we did in December. StuCo members enjoy helping Norris High 
School be a successful school and are always looking for ways to continue that success.  Thank you to all who have in some way, 
supported one of our causes this year. 

mailto:keith.brunkow@norris160.org
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=fundraising+images&view=detail&id=3FE8F593B9261B32E05B3665823735286B3D9F06&first=0&qpvt=fundraising+images&FORM=IDFRIR
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=trap+team&view=detail&id=C0E21EC5587E13DD0809D7E16FFF802DF39A021E&first=61&FORM=IDFRIR
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INFORMATION FOR FALL 2012 ENROLLMENT:  KINDERGARTEN AND 7TH GRADE REQUIREMENTS: Appointments for 
physical examinations fill more quickly due to the length of the appointment.  Please consider calling to make your appoint-
ments now. 
Kindergarten Enrollment 

a record of a physical examination done by a physician or his/her physician‘s assistant or nurse practitioner during the 6 

months prior to the start of the school year. 

a record of a vision exam for internal/external eye health, strabismus, amblyopia, and acuity during the 6 months prior to 

the start of the school year. This can be done by an eye practitioner or by your physician but all aspects of eye health 
must be covered during the exam. 

a record of immunizations received and  required by Nebraska for school enrollment.  Please check with your doctor about 

required vaccines or call your school health office.  The Norris Immunization Record on the school web site also contains 
a list of required vaccines on the second page of the form. 

7th Grade Enrollment 

a record of a physical examination done by a physician or his/her physician‘s assistant or nurse practitioner during the 6 

months prior to the start of the school year.  (7th graders cannot participate in the school-offered athletic physical exams) 

for 7th grade athletics—please schedule the physical exam for on or after May 1st, 2012 and make certain that the physical 

exam record indicates that the student has been cleared for athletics 

record of additional immunizations required for 7th grade enrollment. Please check with your doctor about required vac-

cines or call your school health office.  The Norris Immunization Record on the school web site also contains a list of re-
quired vaccines on the second page of the form. 

Waivers of Physical Exam and Vaccines:  If you prefer that your child not  receive the physical or vision exam required for 
enrollment, you do have the right to waive this examination by submitting a written objection to the school prior to enrollment.  
Immunizations can only be waived for medical or religious reasons.  Waiver forms are available in health offices. 
Financial Assistance for Physical Examinations and Vision Exams, Vaccines: 
1. Vision USA , a program offered by the American Optometric Association, provides a free comprehensive vision exam for 

uninsured low-income families.  Eyewear (glasses only) is sometimes provided at no/reduced cost.  The Vision USA Pro-
gram can be contacted at 1-800-766-4466 or by finding the link at www.aoa.org under the Public Health section. 

2. Nebraska Foundation for Children’s Vision has a list of resources for eye exams under the resources link on the web-
page which is found at www.nechildrensvision.org 

3. VSP Sight for Students Program offers a free vision exam and eye glasses and is available for children from uninsured 
low-income families who also meet specific criteria including family income at no more than 200% of poverty level, no vi-
sion insurance or Medicaid, student being 18 years of age or younger and not graduated from school, child or parent be-
ing a United States citizen or a documented immigrant with a social security number, and no use of the program for 12 
months.  Contact Kathy Osborn RN at 791-0030, ext. 2691  with questions. 

4. A Child Vaccine Clinic and a Medical Clinic is available at Lincoln Lancaster County Health Department for children of 
low income and uninsured families.  Call 441-8065 for further information, or check the LLCHD website. 

5. Peoples City Mission offers clinic services for low-income families.  Services include medical and dental care, eye ex-
ams, and physicals.  Call 817-0980 for information about the services and appointments. 

6. The Peoples Health Center also offers care where fee depends on income.  Call 476-1455 or see www.phclincoln.org for 
information. 

There will be a meeting on Thursday, April 5th, in the High School Multi-purpose room, at 7:45 AM for those 
interested in taking Summer Driver Education here at Norris.  The purpose of the meeting will be to provide 
information and to answer questions about the program.  It is most important that all students interested in 
the course attend this meeting!  Parents are also invited to attend the meeting. 
 

Summer Driver Education is open to all Norris students who are 14 or older before the first class (May 29th).  
The class will be limited to 60 students once again this year, as well as four alternates.  The classroom por-
tion will run from Tuesday, May 29th through Friday, June 8th.  The class will run from 8:30-11:30 each 

day, and will be held in the HS Multi-purpose room.  Since there will only be nine classes, students are expected to attend every 
class.  NOTE:  This class will satisfy requirements for the Nebraska law dealing with the Provisional Operator’s Permit (P.O.P.).  
Successful completion of this course will waive the 50 hours of driving with parents.  There are no Norris academic credits given for 
this course. 
 

It is important to note the course is NOT complete on June 8th- just the Classroom portion.  The Driving portion of the class will be-
gin as soon as possible after the first class, and run until each student has driven six hours.  Students will be placed in groups of 
three, and drive for six 3-hour sessions.  This will include the driving exam on the final lesson for a student to receive their Provi-
sional Operator’s Permit (P.O.P.).  This may include driving on some Saturdays.  Driving schedules for each student will be ar-
ranged during the first class (May 29th) and students will be grouped by any conflicts they have from the end of school through June.  
We will need most of the month of June to complete everyone‘s driving, but hopefully we will be finished with everyone by June 20th.  
Thus, we need students to reserve most or all of this time if they plan to take the course.  Since we will not be driving on Me-
morial Day (Monday, May 28th), we will finish most groups in the middle of a week.  So, we will need two consecutive weeks free in 
order to get students through their driving.  We will try to work around sport camps here at Norris, but if students have too many 
conflicts during this time, it is strongly suggested they do not sign up for the course.  
 

The cost of the course this year will be $250.00.  Students are asked NOT to bring any money with them to the April 5th meeting.  
They will be instructed at this meeting where and when to pay their money.  If anyone has any questions, please call coordinator John 
Votta at (402) 525-5280 or you may also email him at : jvotta@neb.rr.com. 

http://www.aoa.org/
http://www.nechildrensvision.org/
http://www.phclincoln.org/
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=drivers+education&view=detail&id=09602162F6F9386035C7FAED525EBF922BD134DA&first=0&FORM=IDFRIR
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2012 NORRIS LADY TITANS  
ELEMENTARY & MIDDLE SCHOOL SOFTBALL CAMPS 

Tues, May 29th, Wed, May 30th, and Thurs,  May 31st (3 days only) 
@ Norris Park Softball Field 

 

 Current grades 1-4  2:00 to 3:30 PM 
 Current grades 5-8             4:00 to 5:30 PM 

 

Each participant must have a completed registration form turned in by May .   

Registration forms will be sent home in Thursday folders in April  
for elementary students.   

Middle school students will receive registration forms from the MS Office  
or Coach Carpenter. 

GIRLS SOCCER 
GRADES 9-12 

Season Begins February 27th 
Equipment needed: Shin guards; 

Soccer Cleats; Navy and White Soc-
cer socks (2 pairs); Indoor tennis 
shoes (regular court shoe will do). 
 

Please have Physical, Insurance 
Card, and participation fee com-
pleted by February 27th. 

 

If you have questions, Please con-
tact Coach Myers @ 

janet.myers@nsdtitans.org 
 
 
 

NORRIS BASEBALL 
T-SHIRTS 

Norris Baseball shirts are now avail-
able! K-5 students will receive an or-
der form in their Thursday folder. Or-
der forms for middle school and high 
school will be located in their respec-
tive offices.  If you would like an elec-
tronic order form please e-mail:   

jason.cullison@nsdtitans.org  
or 

 paul.bade@ndstitans.org 
 

NOTE: the artwork pictured will not be 

the design of the shirt. 
 

 

 

 
Norris Middle 

School /  
Youth Football 

Camp  
 

 
 
This camp is for football players 
currently in Grades 3, 4, 5, 6, 7 and 
will be held May 14, 15, 16, 17 
from 3:45-5:45 PM.  

 

Registration forms will be available 
in the ES & MS offices. 

 

Camp is non-contact and will be 
coached by Norris public schools 
coaches from grades 7-12, & Nor-
ris HS Football Players. 
 

Camp will be conducted on the 
Norris Practice Fields. 

 

Norris Tennis 
News 

 
 

TRY-OUTS 
ONE NIGHT ONLY 

 

Friday, March 2 
6:00-8:00 PM  

(More info to come) 
 

**Pre-season conditioning 
meeting:  Feb 6

th
, 3:45 PM, 

Coach Koenig‘s room W15 
 

**Required tennis sign-up in 
Coach Koenig‘s room: Feb-

ruary 13-17
th 

 

**Tennis meeting after sign-
up: February 21st either 

7:45 AM OR 3:45 PM 

From the office of the Athletic Director - Greg Hardin 
 

Important Upcoming Events/Dates 
EMC Girls/Boys Basketball Tournament @ Highest Seeded Sites 

January 23-28 
EMC Wrestling Tournament @ Elkhorn High School 

February 4th 
Conference Diving/Swimming @ Ralston High School 

February 10, 11 
NSAA District Wrestling Tournament @ Syracuse 

February 10, 11 
NSAA State Wrestling Tournament @ Qwest Center Omaha 

February 16, 17, 18 
NSAA State Diving/Swimming @ Devaney Sports Center Lincoln 

February 23, 24, 25 
NSAA District Girls Basketball Tournament @ Lincoln 

February 21, 23, 24 
NSAA District Boys Basketball Tournament @ Lincoln 

February 25, 27, 28 
NSAA State Girls Basketball Tournament @ Devaney Sports Center Lincoln - 

March 1, 2, 3 
NSAA State Boys Basketball Tournament @ Devaney Sports Center Lincoln - 

March 8, 9, 10 

 

CULVERS 
NIGHT 

 

February 17, 2012 
 

(Gretna home basketball games)  
Culvers will be catering bur-
gers, chips and custard.     
Starts at 5:00 PM 

 

Hope to see you there! 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=softball&view=detail&id=E4173BD9C93CF7BA4CDD425CA7FEA462E30D7325&first=0&FORM=IDFRIR
mailto:jason.cullison@nsdtitans.org
mailto:paul.bade@ndstitans.org
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=football+camp&view=detail&id=342CAFAA0BF8F1B8D1C5C31B21B3D269C110C5DA&first=0&FORM=IDFRIR
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=tennis&view=detail&id=0F87D9760CA2707159E284758C1B01AD5DB7BB4D&first=0&FORM=IDFRIR


GEORGE NORRIS SCHOOL NEWSLETTER Page 11 

From The Middle School Principal...Mary Jo Rupert  

NMS Students Participate in Gallup Student Poll 

Earlier this school year Norris Middle School students participated in the Gallup Student Poll.  This poll is made available to school 

districts across the nation for purposes of collecting data from our youth about success in school.  The poll will track for 10 years the 

hope, engagement, and wellbeing of students in grades 5 – 12 across the country. 
 

Gallup's research has shown that hope, engagement, and wellbeing are key factors that drive students' grades, achievement scores, 

retention, and future employment. The poll provides students a forum to express opportunities and challenges in their daily lives, 

and supplies the school and community with a picture about today's youth and helping them to secure a positive future. 
 

National Results Compared to NMS Results 

The national poll indicates that about half of students that took the poll are hopeful and possess numerous ideas and abundant energy 

for the future.  The other half are stuck or discouraged, lacking ideas and energy to navigate problems and reach goals. The data for 

NMS is a little more encouraging.  Sixty percent of students are hopeful; 30% are stuck and 10% are discouraged. 
 

About half of students are engaged nationally.  They are highly involved and enthusiastic about school.  The other half are either 

going through the motions at school or actively undermining the teaching and learning process.  This compares to 71% are engaged 

at NMS, 19% are not engaged and 10% are actively disengaged. 
 

The wellbeing of students at both the national level and at NMS are similar.  At NMS 70% are thriving, 29% are struggling and 1 % 

are suffering. 
 

Although the data does not identify individual NMS students, it does provide us with meaningful data about our students.  This data 

indicates that we need to do a better job preparing our students for a promising future. We need to help students recognize that what 

they do today in school directly connects to their success in high school and future career plans. 
 

The Gallup data is another piece of quality student data that will be used at NMS to support our students in developing success plans 

and practices that will result in positive academic outcomes. 

STUDENT-LED CONFERENCES  The spring student-led conferences will be held on Tuesday, February 17 and  Monday, February 
13 from 4:30-8:30 P.M. in the designated classrooms in the Middle School.  By this week, all parents should have received informa-
tion confirming the time for your conference.  These are excellent opportunities for your son/daughter to share with you the work he/
she has done this quarter in all classes.  As always, if you have any questions that teachers need to answer, they are in attendance 
at these conferences.  If  the questions would require more time than is set aside for your conference, the teacher and you will be 
able to set an appointment to further discuss those questions or concerns.  If you have any questions, please contact Ms. Rupert or 
Ms. Tracy to have those questions answered.  Please make your commitment to attend these conferences. 

 

WHY STUDENT-LED CONFERENCES? 
Student led conferences are becoming more and more popular as a way to communicate student progress to par-
ents.  The reasons are many, but most importantly, research consistently concludes that when students ―tell their 
school story‖ to parents: 1) Students develop more of an internal sense of responsibility for success, 2) Students 
learn to self-evaluate their learning, 3) Engages parent/student communication, 4) Builds communication and criti-
cal thinking skills for the student, and 5) Provides an opportunity for students to develop self-pride in sharing their 
school success story AND gives parents the opportunity to support and encourage student in their learning journey. 

 

Positive Behavior Intervention Supports (PBiS) 
Positive Behavior Intervention Supports (PBiS) is a program Norris Middle School has implemented to promote and maximize aca-
demic achievement and behavioral competence. PBiS is school-wide strategies for helping all students achieve important social and 
learning goals. We know that when good behavior and good teaching come together, our students will excel in their learning. 
 

As part of the PBiS program, we have established specific rules for the behavior we expect in all areas of our school. We will explicitly 
teach those expectations to the students and recognize them for their positive behavior and being leaders at Norris Middle School. 
 

Students who have repeatedly been observed being safe, responsible, and respectful are then nominated by their teachers to receive 
the Terrific Titans award.  Terrific Titans Awards were earned by the following students for the months of November/December: 
November 
5th grade...Aubrie Parde, Taylor Reimers, James Zak, Zoe Nelson, Max Mueller, and Cierra Meyer 
6th grade...Trajan McClintack, Ty Knudsen, and Samantha Kempkes 
7th grade...Sydney Wilkinson, Louis Pavey, Kaylee Filbert, and Marcus Thimm 
8th grade...Issac Olen, Ian Kernes, Jorey Prange, Phoebe Morrow, Blake James, and Erin DeBoer 
 

December 
5th grade....Dawson Dorn, Michaela Boon, Quaid Anthony, Palina Holley, Emily Nelson, and Tiera Berrgren 
6th grade...Caroline Reed, Christain Grothe, Drew Heffelfinger, and Kallie Vrbka 
7th grade...Nora Esquivel, Zach Granatowicz, Emily Hestermann, and Michael Anderson 
8th grade...Spencer Peters 

 

 CONGRATULATIONS TO THESE STUDENTS!!!!!  Keep up the great work. 

From The Middle School Asst Principal and Special Education Administrator...Brenda Tracy  

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=student+led+conferences&view=detail&id=30E3976D01F83502A6C3B205C481D72D28CFE5FC&first=91&FORM=IDFRIR
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Bob Brandt, Elementary Principal 

Family Fitness 
 

Life expectancy is increasing.  Staying fit will allow you and your family to enjoy those extra days and years together.   
 

Consider the following: 
 

Educate yourself and your child on the basics of health and nutrition.  The less foods are refined the better.  Whole wheat 

bread is better than white bread.  Learn what ingredients to avoid. 

Phase in changes.  Don't make yourself and the whole family miserable by starving them and making drastic changes to 

quickly.  Challenge yourself to incorporate healthier habits into your routine at a tolerable pace, increasing the odds of 
continuing healthy habits. 

Make sure you and your family eat a healthy breakfast.  Don't skip breakfast.  Avoid sugary cereals.  Combinations of fruit, 

whole grains, and proteins such as milk, peanut butter, eggs, egg whites and beans give nutrition and energy to sustain 
you through the morning. 

Drink more water.  Drink fewer beverages with unsatisfying and unnecessary calories such as flavored drinks, pop, etc. 

Keep healthy snacks handy.  This requires planning before the snack desire overtakes you.  Pre-cut veggies, popcorn, 

and fruits make great snacks. 

Have family members help plan and prepare meals.  Family members love to help.  Helping cook keeps family members 

from sitting in front of a video monitor or snacking and builds relationships.  Family members gain a sense of pride when 
they help prepare a meal. 

Use recreational equipment that encourages outdoor and indoor activity.  Balls, jump ropes, hula hoops, wii, hullaballoo, 

and Dance Dance Revolution are exercise alternatives. 

Kids value family time and your attention.  Go on family walks.  Ride bikes, shoot some hoops, and play catch.  Get your 

family involved in sports and recreational activities.  Let your child choose activities so it is fun and healthy. 

Make sure your family gets plenty of rest.  Our kids depend on us to keep them healthy - just 

because a child says that they are not tired doesn't mean they are not tired.  Get them to bed. 

Modeling the desired behaviors for your family is a huge influence. Your child wants to be like 

you.  Don't forget that the health of your family and you is at stake. 

Make great, positive healthy habits part of your life.  The reward of a healthy family will be a 

long term accomplishment. 

             SCIENCE FAIR! 
 

    This year marks a special anniversary celebration and You’re Invited! 
 

      Come join the fun at the 20th Norris Elementary Science Fair on Friday, March 16th 
 

        Set-up from 6:00-6:30 PM and the Science Fair is 6:30-7:30 PM 
 

       Even if you are not sharing a display, please come to look, listen and learn!   

Norris Association of Educators 

Sharing in the celebration of students’ achievements on 
the NeSA tests.  Student achievements make it all worth-
while.  “We are what we repeatedly do. Excellence, then, 
is not an act, but a habit.” Aristotle 

Free Dental Care 
When: February 3, 2012 
Where: UNMC College of Dentistry 

“Dental Day” is offered to public school-age chil-
dren with limited access to dental care.  Children 
with commercial dental insurance are not accepted 
for this free service.  This is a one day event that 
includes lunch, educational games, as well as a 
cleaning and needed dental work.  Children should 

be screened for this event and Peoples Health Care in Lincoln is 
recommended for such; however, if this is not possible they can 
be screened at the event with a parent/guardian present. 
 

You MUST register for this event by calling 402-472-1341.  If 
you have any questions regarding Dental Day please contact the 
above number rather than the school, as we have no further 
information to provide.  Thank You! 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=family+exercise&view=detail&id=0FAADD5ED879837D500783F9D9815346B87A3FE5&first=61&FORM=IDFRIR
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=school+science+fair&view=detail&id=74C5A0B2723AE02D9FE6D2D0E5C5D8DCA10F5A4A&first=121&FORM=IDFRIR
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=kids+dental+care&view=detail&id=10E60DFD273EBE6A83401C27BA3422470B27EA49&first=121&FORM=IDFRIR


GEORGE NORRIS SCHOOL NEWSLETTER Page 13 

INVENTORS WANTED!    
 
Camp Invention® will be back at Norris Elementary School again 
this summer!  We are looking for new inventors as well as returning 
veterans.  We have 4 new classes that will stretch your creativity 
and empower your mind! 
 

In the Inventeureka™ module, children will venture on the Ci6000 Space 
Modulator Time Machine for a fantasy adventure. Children will build their 
own inventions and learn to adapt certain features for various situations. 

Participants spend their time navigating an island via up cycled ships and 
learning the power of combining magnetism and electricity during the Magne-
tropolis™ module. In the I Can Invent: Balloon Burst™ module, children 
will design balloon bursting machines, while learning the importance of 
gears, motors, springs, and magnets. Finally, in the Action and Adventure 
Games™ module, a participant favorite, children will combine physical activ-
ity and creativity during fun, energetic games. Games are based on children’s 
ages and ability. 
 

The regular price for camp registration is $215 on the website.  If you 
return your registration form to school before May 15th the cost is 
$190. 
 

Contact Camp Director Missy Wesch for information on scholarship op-
portunities and registration. Email address: melissa.wesch@nsdtitans.org 
 

Camp will be held on June 18th - 22nd from 9:00 am to 3:30 pm.  It will be 
presented by local teachers for girls and boys currently in grades K-5.   
 

  

Norris Elementary Students “Strut Their Stuff” 
Elementary music students spent their first few days back from break showcasing their musical talents in front of their 
classmates, friends, teachers, administrators and even some parents. Elementary music teacher Ms. Mitchell has used 
the first few days back from winter break as an opportunity for students to share their musical talents in ways that they 
might not have the opportunity to in a regular class setting. 
 

In grades 1-4 there were over 250 performers (There were a few duplicates where one child was a solo-
ist and then also participated in a group). Student presentations had to utilize music and be under 2 
minutes long. Student performances included, but were not limited to; Piano, Violin, Guitar, Flute, and 
Harp Solos. Lip Synchs, dance acts, Martial Arts, Magic Performances, singing solos and duets. Taylor 
 

Students participating in this event had a great time! Some have spent years practicing their skills while 
others are just in the beginning stages. Regardless of their talent level, it was a great opportunity for them to get up in 
front of an audience and perform. In turn, it was also a great opportunity for students to practice appropriate audience 
etiquette so that it was a positive experience for all. Hopefully this year‘s group of creative performers returns to the 
stage next year and maybe, just maybe, they motivated others to try their musical talents in front of their classmates as 
well! 
 

Reduce the stress… 
I‘ll Do It Later, by: Louise Vitellaro Tidd, is a children‘s book from a reading series that I have used with a couple of kids 
here most recently at school. Its title summarizes its message and its message can help to serve us all. 
 

Although the book highlights the importance of getting certain things done right away, it also paints a clear picture of the 
burdens and stress that one can carry around by putting things off until later. Just like in the book I see a lot of kids at 
the elementary level, and even some of my basketball boys, who will carry around a burden of an assignment for weeks 
at a time. They will make plans to do it another time but with other events or activities in their lives the assignment keeps 
getting put off further and further and the stress of doing it grows and grows. Students will often have a great reason of 
why they can do it later. In fact, in some cases, some will spend more time coming up with excuses of why they can‘t do 
it, instead of spending that same time doing and completing the task at hand. In return, I see these little tasks/
assignments then turn into burdens on top of burdens. 
 

As teachers, parents, and role models I think we can continue to model some of these ―Do it now‖ things whether it be 
us doing it, or us pushing kids to do it now to help prevent unneeded stress down the road. Personally speaking, I will 
have more success with some of my New Year‘s resolutions if I practice a ―Do It Now‖ model instead of a ―Do It Later.‖ 
In fact, if I did not have an ―I‘ll Do It Later‖ attitude last year, I would not have some of the New Year‘s resolutions that I 
have right now. Happy New year to all! 

ATTENTION PARENTS: 
Support Our School 

 

Watch for the QSP Magazine Sales 
Flyer in Thursday folders the first 
week of March.  Sales benefit the ES 
library! 
 

If you would like to renew or buy a 
new subscription you can shop online 
now at: QSP.com and our school code 
is 1084905. 

 

You can receive 
school  

announcements, 
information, and 

school closings by 
calling  

402-791-0050 

 From the desk of the Elementary Assistant Principal. . . Matt Rice 
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Welcome to Second Grade!   
Here are just a few of the exciting things 
happening in pod two!    
 

Reading and Writing 
Second grade students are read-
ing.  Students are given a variety of ways 
to practice reading skills on a daily ba-
sis.  The school wide reading series, 
Houghton Mifflin, provides a student an-
thology of grade level stories, individual 
phonics readers to focus on specific 
phonics skills, leveled reading books for 
small group practice, and paper back 
books based on the theme for the 
unit.  Students also practice reading in 
the format of poetry, choral reading, part-
ner reading, reader‘s theatre, and small 
group reading.  Literature books are inte-
grated into the series to accompany the 
theme of the unit.   
 

Students are provided with take home 
books at an appropriate instructional level 
to practice reading skills at home.  The 
goal for students is to read at least 2 of 
these books at home each week.  These 
books cover a wide variety of topics, in-
cluding fiction, biographies, science and 
social studies information.   
 

Second graders spend part of each morn-
ing in a skills group working on one of the 
5 components of reading including; vo-
cabulary, fluency, comprehension, spell-
ing/phonics, and writing.  Houghton Mifflin 
maintains a good website, available to 
both teachers and families.  The address 
is www.eduplace.com. 
 

Second Graders Are Writing 
Students practice the process of writing 
personal narrative stories. They work on 
brainstorming ideas into a rough draft, 
revising for clearer detail, editing, and 
publishing the story.  These writing skills 
will continue to be built and reinforced 
throughout their education at Norris. 

 

Second Grade Math 
Second graders love math. Students 
have daily instruction based on the Norris 
math program Saxon Math.  During a 
typical school day, we have The Meeting, 
where we practice a variety of math skills 
such as using a calendar, continuing pat-
terns, reading a thermometer and re-
cording the temperature, telling time, 
counting money and writing fact families. 
We also have Fact Practice where we 
work on our addition and subtraction facts 
using flash cards, wrap-ups, and fact 
sheets.  A New Concept is presented 
each day, then reviewed and practiced in 
succeeding lessons. Every day, students 
take home a fact practice and a written 
practice homework sheet, which needs to 
be checked at home by parents or guardi-

ans, then returned to school the next 
day.  Every fifth day we have a fact 
assessment and a written assessment.  
In addition, children are given an oral 
assessment every 10 days.  
 

Science, Social Studies, and Health 
Second graders are natural scientists. 
Students are provided with learning 
opportunities in these curricular areas in 
a wide variety of settings.  Lessons that 
are tied to the Nebraska State Stan-
dards are presented to students at Pod 
Time, within individual classrooms, as 
well as integrated with stories the stu-
dents are reading from the Houghton 
Mifflin Series.  Many wonderful video 
resources are also used which reinforce 
the standards.  Another part of our cur-
riculum is the Scholastic News maga-
zine.  The weekly publications are a rich 
source of information and photographs 
of current events, science, and health 
topics.  These are also correlated with 
the state and national standards for 
reading, science, and social studies.   
 

Cold Weather Reminders 
We truly appreciate parental help in 
seeing that their children are well pre-
pared for the winter months by provid-
ing warm, appropriate clothing for both 
indoor and outdoor activities.  We are 
encouraging students to listen to the 
weather and to start being responsible 
for having the proper attire, but gentle 
reminders from parents are always 
helpful.  Also, remember to toss those 
hats, gloves, mittens and scarves into 
the laundry on the weekends.  They can 
start smelling pretty funky when they 
are constantly getting wet and being 
stuffed in backpacks and coat sleeves. 
 

201-Mrs. Strain, 202-Mrs. Bade,  
203-Mrs. Schmidt, 204-Mrs. Jensen, 
205-Mrs. Wubbels, 206-Mrs. Lentfer, 
207-Mrs. Carper, 208-Mrs. Fernau 

 

Elementary Music 
The elementary music program at Nor-
ris is based on the National Music Edu-
cation Standards: 1) Singing, alone and 
with others, a varied repertoire of mu-
sic, 2) Performing on instruments, alone 
and with others, a varied repertoire of 
music, 3) Improvising melodies, varia-
tions, and accompaniments, 4) Com-
posing and arranging music within 
specified guidelines, 5) Reading and 
notating music, 6) Listening to, analyz-
ing, and describing music, 7) Evaluating 
music and music performances, 8) Un-
derstanding relationships  b e t w e e n 
music, the other arts, and disciplines 
outside the arts, and 9) Understanding 
music in relation to history and culture. 
 

The many aspects of music – pitch, 
rhythm, form, movement, texture, and 
tone color are experienced, explored, 
studied through a wide variety of class-
room activities. Students work at develop-
ing musical skills and acquiring knowl-
edge enabling them to continue their mu-
sical studies and become informed life 
long participants in the arts. Annette 
Mitchell is the ES music specialist. 
 

Friends and family are welcome to share 
what the students have been learning in 
music at public performances this semes-
ter: 3rd Grade – Thursday, March 22 

7:00 p.m. in the Auditorium 
4th Grade – Thursday, March 22 

7:30 p.m. in the Auditorium 
1st Grade – Thursday, April 12 

7:00 p.m. in the Auditorium 
2nd Grade – Thursday, April 12 

7:30 p.m. in the Auditorium  
 

Elementary Art 
The elementary art program provides KD 
through 4th grade with art instruction 
once every six days. Our class often be-
gins by looking at examples and learning 
about an artist or culture.  Studying the 
history of art is an important part of the 
curriculum. We learn about how art con-
tributes to and shapes our world, past, 
present, and future. At the elementary 
level, students are introduced to the ele-
ments and principles of art. The elements 
are line, shape, form, color, value, tex-
ture, and space.  The principles consist of 
balance, movement, rhythm, contrast, 
emphasis, pattern, and unity. The two 
entities are used in conjunction with one 
another.  Understanding how they work 
together helps students create a compo-
sition that has good design qualities. 
 

One of the children‘s favorite aspects of 
art is the process of creating art.  Stu-
dents explore techniques using various 
forms of media to produce art of their 
own.  Art production provides students 
with valuable means of expression and 
communication. By creating art, children 
learn so much about themselves and 
others. It also aids in the development of 
fine motor skills and problem solving. 
Recent studies have indicated that there 
is a decline in the development of fine 
motor skills in elementary age children.  
Fine motor skills are used in various ac-
tivities such as cutting and manipulating 
paper, drawing, coloring, etc. Parents are 
strongly encouraged to provide their chil-
dren with opportunities to create with dif-
ferent materials at home.  Of course, chil-
dren enjoy seeing their beautiful creations 
on display. All are invited to visit the art 
classroom and our hallway gallery to see 
what we have been doing! 

   From The Elementary School      

http://www.eduplace.com
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=elementary+kids&view=detail&id=D9474A7DF9A84BF982B4FE2938637AD36FC67997&first=31&FORM=IDFRIR
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=elementary+kids&view=detail&id=D9474A7DF9A84BF982B4FE2938637AD36FC67997&first=31&FORM=IDFRIR


GEORGE NORRIS SCHOOL NEWSLETTER Page 15 

   Norris Prevention Series presents: 

     BULLYING 
What is bullying? 
A person is bullied when he or she is exposed, repeatedly and over time, to negative actions or harmful behavior on the part 
of one or more persons. 
Types of Bullying 

Physical-hitting, kicking, spitting, pushing, taking personal belongings 

Verbal– taunting, teasing, name calling, insults, threats 

Psychological-spreading rumors, excluding others, intimidation, humiliating 

Harassment-unwanted touching or comments about physical development and/or perceived or real differences in 
appearance 

Students who are bullied often develop low self esteem. 
Being bullied increases stress and anxiety levels and 
can affect the ability to focus on schoolwork. 

Treat the school as an ally!  
Resources for Parents 

www.lcad.org 
www.stopbullyingnow.hrsa.gov 

www.stopcyberbullying.org 

Tips for Dealing with Bullying 

Talk to your student 
about bullying 

Encourage your student 
to report bullying  

Help your student  
      identify bullying behavior

PARENTS OF KINDERGARTENERS ORIENTATION AND PREVIEW SESSIONS 
Parents of children of the 2012-2013 Kindergarten class are invited to attend an orientation session Thursday, February 
23, 2012 at 7:00 p.m. in the Norris High School Auditorium.  The Kindergarten staff will describe the Norris Kindergar-
ten program and answer questions.  Parents are encouraged to bring birth certificates and health records.  Additional im-
munizations and a physical exam may not be completed yet, so you may not have all of the records. 
 

Parents will have the opportunity to select a preview session to attend that evening for either Tuesday, May 1 or Wednes-
day, May 2.  There will be four sessions from which a parent may choose from until a session fills.  Bring your personal 
calendar with you as you will be asked to select the one Preview Session your child will attend.  Preview Sessions are: 
 

  Tuesday, May 1           9:00-11:00 AM                 Wednesday, May 2            9:00-11:00 AM 

  Tuesday, May 1          12:30-2:30 PM                   Wednesday, May 2           12:30 – 2:30 PM           

              Kindergarten 2012-2013 
          Kindergarten registration is due Friday, February 3, 2012. 
Invitations for attending parent orientation will be mailed February 8th.  If your child will 5 
years old on or before July 31, 2012 you may register your child for kindergarten by going 
online.  The Web site is www.norris160.org/kdg. 
 

You may call the Norris Elementary School at 791-0030 if you do not have Internet access. 

 

     NORRIS PRESCHOOL PROGRAM 
 

The preschool program has been a part of Norris Elementary School since the ‗94-‘95 school year.  Children 
ages 3-5 who live in the Norris district are eligible to attend.  Our main purpose of the program is to provide 
services for children who have disabilities or delays in the physical, cognitive, social/emotional and/or commu-
nication development.  Children who do not have a disability or delay are also eligible to attend as a ―peer 
model‖ for one year.  A peer model is a child who is able to model appropriate language, social, and play skills.  
We are able to enroll 6-10 children without disabilities in preschool each year.  We can‘t accept peer model 
applications from children who are kindergarten eligible. 
 

If you are interested in having your child attend preschool and are not concerned that he/she might have a disability or developmental 
delay, you are welcome to pick up a packet of information in the elementary office, call Kathleen Gustin at 791-0030 or obtain the 
information on our website.  All peer model applications are due back by April 15th.  Preschool classes for the next year wil l be se-
lected by the end of April.  You will be notified at that time if your child has been selected to attend.  We usually receive more re-
quests for enrollment than we are able to accept.  If that happens, children are selected randomly through a lottery system. 

http://www.norris160.org/kdg
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IT’S SCHOOL 
CARNIVAL TIME! 

 

The carnival will be  
Friday, March 30th 

5:30-8:30 PM 
 

Carnival meeting:  
Monday, March 5th after 

the PTO meeting. 
For more information 
contact: Susan Van-
Brocklin 798-0400 or 
Kathy Kohler 423-3824. 
 
 
 

Hope to see you 
there! 

The Norris Special Olympics 
Team invites you to run in the 
29th annual VOICE News Ani-
mal Run on Sat. Feb. 4 at 10 a.m.
-rain or shine, sleet or snow, 
snowsuits or shorts. The 2 mi 
and 10K race in downtown Hick-
man is a fundraiser for the Norris 
Special Olympics Team. 
 

Early deadline is Jan. 29 $23. 
Late Registration taken up to 
race time is $26. Get the long 
sleeve Animal Run T-shirt 
whether you actually run or not.   
 

For an entry form go to: 
www.voicenewsnebraska.com  

 

Thank you to all who donated at 
the November 10 Blood Drive...58 
units of blood were collected, help-
ing patients in Lancaster, Saline, 
Seward, Polk, York and Jefferson 
counties.  
 

Mark your calendar for 
the next Blood Drive 
and get a FREE 'I 
Bleed Titan Red, 
White and Blue' t-shirt 
for your donation. 

 

Upcoming Nebraska Community 
Blood Bank drive dates at Norris: 
 

Wed, Feb. 22 9:30 am-4 pm 
Wed, April 25 9:30 am-4 pm 

 

Call Becky O'Connor 
at 402.791.0010 or email 

at becky.oconnor@nsdtitans.org to 
schedule an appointment. Photo ID 

required. 
 

Be the TYPE that gives! 

Norris Elementary  
2012 Spring Book Fair 

 

Tuesday, February 7th   
8:30 AM-8 PM 

Wednesday, February 8th   
8:10 AM- 3:30 PM 

Thursday, February 9    
 8:10 AM - 3:30 PM 

Monday, February 13 
    8:10 AM-8:00 PM 

Tuesday, February 14   
8:10 AM- 2 pm 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Volunteers are needed to staff the 
Spring Book Fair.   

Please sign up by sending an email 
to: dmlangston17@gmail.com      

Wishes to thank  

Janie Rexinger and Mike 

Hoefler for their dedication  

to their Mentees. 

Come join us and help a 

young person. For more in-

formation  

contact Mary-

Ann.Franken@nsdtitans.org 

The Norris 7th and 8th Grade Talent Show will be held Mon-
day, March 12th at 7:00 PM in the high school audito-
rium.  Tryouts will be Monday, February 27th and Tuesday, 
February 28th after school in the MS choir room.  Signup 
sheets will be outside Mr. Price's door (MS 401) the week 
before the tryouts.  Masters of ceremonies, instrumentalists, 
singers, dancers, comedians, jugglers, etc. are all welcome!   
 

Contact Mr. Price at tom.price@nsdtitans.org if you have questions.  

SCHOOL NUMBERS 
 
District Office    791-0000  

High School      791-0010  

Middle School   791-0020 

Elem School      791-0030         

Bus Barn       791-0005 

Automated Info 791-0050 

Food Service    791-0036  

HS Health Aide 791-0052  

MS Health Aide 791-0020  

ES Health Aide  791-0051  

Parent Link         791-0001 
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