Augmentative and Alternative Communication (AAC)
Introduction

AAC is any device, system, or method that improves the ability of a student with a communication impairment to communicate effectively.  It is referred to formal communication devices (sign language, communication boards, or voice output communication aids); it can also refer to less sophisticated means of communication such as facial expressions, gestures, and non-speech vocalizations.  AAC is considered and used when a student does not develop communication in the ‘normal’ fashion, or experiences a significant delay in its development.  AAC is NOT a substitute for how a student currently communicates.  It is used to augment that communication, replacing only the unintelligible, socially acceptable, or harmful to the student or others.

Main Categories
*Communication boards have no or low technology requirements, and utilize pictures, drawings, abstract symbols and/or text as symbols.  Examples that we use are communication books or wallets that the student points to, looks at (eye gaze), or [image: image3.jpg]


touches.
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Communication books


communication wallets
*Voice Output Communication Aids (VOCAs) are also systems that use pictures, they use high technology and have output speech (speak for the student).  Examples that we have are switches, cheap talker, and computers.  
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Cheap Talker

Voice out-put switch
*Sign language consists of finger and hand movements.  
*Gestures are physical movements that a student makes with their arms or body.  These were not taught to them, it is self-developed.  
*Speech is spoken words that are understandable to at least one other person. 

*Vocalizations are sounds that are made by the throat and mouth that are not words or approximations of words, but are able to be used for communication consistently and reliably.  
*Concrete objects are objects that can be held or touched which are used for for symbols of other objects or activities.  
People Responsible for AAC     
The people responsible for deciding on which AAC device to use is the IEP team.  Usually a student will undergo extensive testing to determine what device would meet their needs the best.  Most of our students do not use a device.  Instead they use alternative forms to help them communicate better, such as communication books, pictures, real objects, switches, etc.          
Tips and Ideas for Voice Out-Put Devices (Switches)

*Place one voice out-put switch on the outside of the classroom door and another on the inside of the same door.  The message on the outside door could be a greeting, “Hi, how are you?”  The message on the inside of the room could be a farewell, “Goodbye, have a nice day.”   
*The switch can be a great tool for communicating that a task has been completed.  You could record the message, “I’m finished.”

*It can be used to enable students to express their feelings.  Programming the device to say, “I need a break.” can work well for students with and without verbal skills.  This can teach them to tell you when they are fatigued or frustrated.  
*Use the switch to introduce the student to new people (classmates).  For example record their name and a greeting.  “Hi, my name is Scott.  What’s yours?”  
*The voice out-put switch can be a great tool to help others communicate and can even help initiate a topic of communication.  For example, record an introductory sentence on the switch:  “I like to draw pictures of horses.  What kind of things do you like to draw?”  Such introductory sentences are great for initiating conversations with friends.

*Lots of information could be shared by the student while using a switch.  Information like:  whisper a secret, recite a poem, share a joke, sing a silly song, make interjections or read a short story.

*The switch can be used to enable students to announce various classroom activities.  For example, it can be programmed with the following phrases:  “Everyone line up,” “Lunch time,” “Circle seats,” etc.

*Use the switch when sending a student with a message to another classroom or the office.  For example:  “It’s time for my medicine.”  Mrs. Jones needs the three hole punch.”

*Record the beginning of the “Pledge of Allegiance” on the switch so that the student can start the pledge for the rest of the class to join in.

*The switch can help make a fun game even better.  For example, when playing games record phrases like:  “I win!”  “Bingo!”  “My turn!”  “This is fun!”               
When recording messages into the voice out-put switch, have a peer record the message.                                                                                                                                                                                              

