Glossary of Terms
Adaptations-
Changes to instruction, teaching method, or physical environment (i.e. calculator, book on tape, shortened spelling list)

Angelman Syndrome- Characterized by severe mental 

retardation, developmental delays, growth deficiency, puppet-like gait, “laughing fits” which are not connected to emotions of happiness.  Physical features of this syndrome include small, squat skull, pale blue eyes, large mouth, large protruding tongue, and widely spaced teeth.
Asthma-
A diffuse, obstructed lung disease with hyperactivity of the airways to a variety of stimuli.  Coughing and wheezing are common.
Auditory Trainer-
(FM System) transmits the teacher’s voice directly to the student at a constant level, insuring that the teacher’s voice is heard above the level of background noise, regardless of the teacher’s distance from the student

Augmentative and-
Provides communication options for people who are 

Alternative
not able to use natural modes such as speech,

Communication
gestures, or handwriting to meet their communication needs
Autism-
According to the Nebraska Department of Education, Rule 51:


“Autism shall mean a developmental disability which significantly affects verbal and nonverbal communication and social interaction, generally evident before the age of three, that adversely affects educational performance.  Other characteristics are engagement in repetitive activities and stereotyped movements, resistance to environmental change or change in routines, and unusual responses to sensory experiences.”
Case manager-
Teacher responsible for overseeing service delivery, paperwork completed, etc. for a student
Cerebral Palsy- 
According to the Cerebral Palsy Associations, Inc., Cerebral Palsy is a group of disabling conditions caused by damage to the nervous system.  The individual with cerebral palsy generally has stiff or awkward muscle movements where one muscle seems to work against the other, has poor balance and appear to stagger, and has extremely slow and constant movement of the hands and feet.
Communication-
An individual with a communication disorder 
Disorder
is one whose speech has been diagnosed by a speech and language pathologist, neurologist, or psychologist as differing from adequate communication skills.
Congenital-
Existing at, and usually before birth
Deaf and Hearing-
An individual that is deaf or hearing impaired is

Impaired
one whose sense of hearing is non-functional or whose hearing is impaired to any degree.

Developmental-
An individual who is not functioning at a proper 

Delay
level for their age group 

Down Syndrome-
Genetic conditioned caused by an extra chromosome (21st) causing mental retardation or developmental delays
Extension-
straightening of a joint or limb
Hearing Aid-
A small, electronic device that amplifies sound 
IEP-
(Individualized Educational Plan) The IEP is a written plan that tells what a child will learn in a school year.  It also tells what services the school will provide.
Inclusion-
Occurs when the support services a student needs are given in their general education classroom, rather than pulling them out away from their peers
Least Restrictive-
Placement where student is educated to the 

Environment
maximum extent appropriate (according to their needs)
Long Sitting-
Sitting with legs extended straight out in front of the body
Mental Retardation-
Significant below average cognitive abilities; overall intelligence and adaptive skills are well below normal for the student’s age

Multiple Disabilities-
An individual with more than one disability that could be a combination of deafness/blindness, physical/mental, etc. 
Occupational-
A professional that helps students improve basic

Therapist
motor functioning (educationally related) and helps them compensate for permanent loss of function by teaching them how to use adaptive equipment (wheelchairs, splints, etc)

Physical Therapist-
Team member that works with students who have positioning and mobility issues that interfere with their educational program
Prone-
Lying on stomach
Reevaluation-
At least every 3 years, the IEP team evaluates the student to see if they still need special education services.
Resource Teacher-
Teacher that provides direct support to a student with special needs in their general education classroom or individually (according to the student’s IEP)
Short Leg Brace-
(AFO) Brace that supports the ankle joint
Side Sitting-
Sitting with knees bent and both knees facing in the same direction

Special Education-
The special teaching a student with a disability gets to meet their needs
Speech Pathologist-
Teacher that works with students that have fluency, articulation, voice and/or language disorders
Supine-
Lying flat on back

Tactile
Pertains to touch or touch pressure

Tailor Sitting
Sitting crossed-legged on the floor (Indian style)

