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Overview:  YouTube, Google Video,  and TeacherTube have a variety of videos available on their site for viewing.  They do not offer the ability to download those videos directly, but there are some tools you can use to save those videos for future use.

These videos are stored as flash movies (flv files) on the web sites and need to be converted to a format to play on your computer, iPod or other devise. 

There are several ways to accomplish this task, and I will address several of these in this handout.

Best and Easiest way:

(Go to http://dvdvideosoft.com/  and use their tools!)

1) If you want to download a YouTube video, download the “YouTube Download” tool at http://dvdvideosoft.com/  all you have to do is put the URL of the video into the tool and it will save the URL as an AVI encoded file. 

2) If you want to convert a YouTube video to a video for a iPod, Mobile phone or just Audio from a YouTube Video, Download the Free YouTube to iPod converter found at this location:  http://dvdvideosoft.com/guides/dvd/convert-YouTube-FLV-video-to-iPod-MP4-video.htm  This allows you to enter the URL of the video and then save it as a mpeg4 video for iPods and phones, or a mp3 for just the audio.  (These videos will not be useable on your computer since they are MP4 and Windows does not play MP4 files. If you Want to play a video on the computer, use one of the other dvdsoft programs.)




Note—The above program can be installed from the O drive at Norris. (In this location: O:\You_tube_vid_info )
Advanced Tips and tricks for Curious and Advanced users only:

1)  This web site:  http://vixy.net/   allows you to put in the URL of the video and it will convert the file to a selected format for you.  (The concept is great, but I have had limited success with this site even working.) (My understanding is that it adds a watermark to the end of the video.) A similar site, http://www.zamzar.com/url/ will convert a video and email you the video, but I get a little nervous giving them my email address.
Other Ways to Save files:

1)  http://keepvid.com/  or http://clipnabber.com/ These web sites allows you to put the URL of the video, and then it will then give you a link to download the original flash (flv file) to your hard drive.  When you download the video file from YouTube you may need to put the flv extension on the end of the file name. You will most likely not be able to use or play the FLV file and will need to convert it to a useable format. (See the next steps)  Or you could download and use a free FLV player like: http://www.martijndevisser.com/blog/article/flv-player-updated   download at: http://applian.com/flvplayer/index_martijn.php  
If you download video from Google video using the keepvid.com web site, you are given the choice of downloading it directly as a AVI file, or mp4 for your ipod or phone.

More Information that you will probably not need:
Converting the Flash (FLV file) to a useable format:
There are several programs you could use, but this is probably the best freeware one that I have found.  Download the program called Riva FLV Encoder. 

http://www.rivavx.com/index.php?downloads&L=3 

Here is a 3rd Party review of the program: 
An excellent video encoder that converts avi, dv, mpg, mov, wmv to flv.
Pros: This is the only free stand-alone FLV Encoder that I know of. It works well but it's not perfect, particularly in its support of newer codec versions. 

The product has gained a lot of overly negative responses from users. The central theme seems to be "freezing" issues. Most of those issues are codec based. For starters, Riva FLV Encoder 2.0 won't convert WMV (version 9). One workaround is to use Windows Movie Maker and convert the WMV to AVI (Microsoft confuses users by calling the resulting file an AVI but it's not. AVI is not a codec, it's a file format. The AVI from WMM is actually a DV). Rename the extension to .dv and Riva will encode it. 

Keep in mind that Riva FLV won't convert the underlying file (any format) if you don't have the supporting audio or video codec or if the codec was released in 2005 or later. 

In addition to "codec" issues, it is important to pay attention to the video and audio settings within the program. You can't simply accept the defaults. The settings should be based on the settings of the underlying file and may need to be slightly reduced for quality considerations. Also, limit any disk intensive activity (foreground or background) while encoding. 

Personally, I assist on an animation blog at GoQuake and have been pleased with the quality and size of the encoded results.

Cons: This program suffers from poor documentation and limited support for file formats and newer codec versions.

Once you have downloaded and installed the program, it should look like this:
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Click the Browse button in the Input tab and locate the .flv file you want to convert. 

Click the Browse button in the Output tab to select the location to save your output.

( The default output name will have the extension .flv (after all it is an FLV encoder) but just click it and change the extension to .avi or .mpg (You may need to experiment with which one works best!)
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Then adjust the encoding parameters for both video and audio to your liking 

I would suggest selecting the Preset option called offline.xml.  This will set the audio and video to the highest quality for offline (computer) viewing.
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Make sure you check the box Enable Audio or you’ll end up with a mute video. 

It’s possible that the .flv contains an audiocodec that will not be transcoded. A solution for that is to play the original .flv and record the audio with Audacity (for instance) and to mix that recording with the .avi or .mpg you get from Riva.  (High tech users only!)

Just experiment with the settings, but don’t expect miracles. 

With the correct settings, you can now hit the Encode button.
To Trim a video:

http://www.dvdvideosoft.com/ has a great free tool for trimming Mpeg videos. It is called Fast Mpeg cut and is available for free at: http://www.dvdvideosoft.com/free-dvd-video-software.htm 
Other Notes:

If you are using firefox as a web browser, there is a plug in for downloading videos: 

https://addons.mozilla.org/en-US/firefox/addon/2390 
Teacher tube allows you to download videos if you register and log in. (Registration is free.)

Manual Steps for Videos Played in Microsoft Media Player
If you found a video that plays directly in Microsoft Media Player, try to right click on the movie display screen and then select properties. The last property - Location - will contain URL link to the media file. If the URL ends with .wmv, .mpg or other extension, except .asx, the video or the media file can be downloaded by any download manager by using the link.

If the link ended with .asx, .wvx or other similar extension, open with notepad and find the line starting with mms:. The mss: link can be downloaded by using FlashGet.

If the video is embedded in a web page, then click on View -> Source (in IE), Page Source (in Firefox), and search for video files extensions such as .mwv, .mov, .mov and etc.

Manual Steps for Videos Played in Quicktime and Real Player
Videos and media files in .swf or .rm format, try to use URL Snooper (http://www.donationcoder.com/Software/Mouser/urlsnooper/) . URL Snooper is a program to help users locate the urls of audio and video files so that they can be recorded.

You can also use the View Source Code method to search for the link to videos yourself.

A few other sites: 
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1. VideoJug: VideoJug mixes user generated clips with professionally made content. Videos are accompanied by a text version, and you can download clips to your iPod or PSP. This UK-based site is receiving a lot of hype from the British press.
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2. Sclipo carries a remix of the YouTube tagline: “Broadcast your skills”. The European startup provides how-to guides in English and Spanish.
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3. Sutree: Sutree is a video aggregator that pulls in videos from sites like YouTube and Metacafe. Clips are picked by users and approved by moderators. There are no user profiles or playlists, making it a fairly lightweight offering.
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4. 5min: 5min is a “videopedia” with a large amount of content. What we like: it offers unique features like slow-motion and zooming, especially useful for learning new skills.
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5. Expert Village: Expert Village is trying to win on volume, with thousands of videos posted by experts. Currently, the site counts more than 1,700 experts and some 17,000 videos.
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6. ViewDo: similar to VideoJug, ViewDo provides tagging, comments, video embeds, and RSS feeds for each expert. The contributors are ranked based on their expertise.
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7. Helpful Video: With its minimalist interface, Helpful video is one of the few sites where you actually have to pay for some clips. The concept is interesting, but we doubt anyone will pay for your beginner’s guide to karate: there are just too many free alternatives.
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8. TeacherTube: TeacherTube is YouTube for education, with courses for maths, data processing and literature. The site is organized by “channels” and “groups” (college, university, sciences, technology, Maths…). Features include blog embeds, favorites, tagging and commenting.
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9. Vidipedia: Vidipedia wants to be the Wikipedia of the videos. It provides info on personalities, historical events and other content you’d expect to find in an encyclopedia. You can leave comments, download or embed videos elsewhere.
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10. YouTube: Don’t forget YouTube itself: the YouTube category “How To and DIY provides a massive number of how-to videos and inspiration for projects. In fact, it could crush the others simply because of YouTube’s massive userbase.

