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General Information
Instructor:  Betsy Barent
School Telephone:  791-0020 ext. 2847

Email:  betsy.barent@norris160.org
Course Description

In this class we will study all that is alive!  We will begin by critically examining current theories on the definition of life.  Through this analysis, you will uncover what makes a cell work (cell processes) and how cells are organized for their functions.  We will then move on to dissect the genetic basis for life and reproduction.  From there we will look at how life began and has evolved, or simply changed over the last few billion years, or so.  Our final push for the year will focus on the diversity of life around and including us as well as how all of these life forms interact within populations and in ecosystems.
Student Evaluation

Your overall grade will be a combination of your lecture grade and lab grade. Your lecture grade, which will consist of scores from unit tests and assignments, will be 70% of your overall grade.  Your lab grade, which will consist of lab write-ups and quizzes, will be 30% of your overall grade.
Course Objectives

· To help students critically question and make sense of the natural world around them

· To help students organize their thoughts and communicate what they discover through scientific inquiry 

· To prepare students for the science they face in their lives

· To develop student confidence in analytical and problem solving skills

· To create a sense of the integral importance of science in human history

Textbook

We will be using Sylvia S. Mader’s Biology, 8th edition. YOUR BOOKS MUST BE COVERED. For more information visit www.mhhe.com/maderbiology8
Expectations

1. Work hard, have fun.

2. Respect.

3. Prepared.

4. On time.

5. Honest.
Late work

Any assignment handed in late may result in a loss of points.

Cheating
Anyone caught cheating or plagiarizing may receive a zero on that work and will be required to make up the work with an alternative assignment. 

Absences
· Use  Angel or my web page
· See Mrs. Barent

· You will have a one day extension for every day that you are absent.

